
CLEVELAND'S VOYAGES, &C.

INTRODUCTION.

Thf character of the citizens of New England

fbir enterpriae and industry is very generally ac-

\
nwwledged. Being, for the most part, obliged

[to seek ti^eir own fortunes, they are early accus-

itomed to the endurance of privations, and to

I those industrious and firugal habits which lead

I

to competence and wealth. In the pursuit of
that independence of which all are more or less

idesirous, there have been instances of daring

[enterprise, of persevering determination, of dis-

I
regard of fatigue and sullitring, which are very

,
remarkable ; but which pass unobserved firom

their frequency, no less than l^m the unobtru-

I
sive habits of the actoc
A ^mple account of such enterprises, drawn

['from journals and letters written at the time the
> ievents therein related occurred, is here given to

.the public.

More than forty>fivc years have elap&ed since

the first of the voyages here narrated was un-
k^ertaken ; and more than twenty since the com-
Ipletion of the last. It is apparent thaf^lhey
Ifpo^sess but in a small degree the power to in-

[ terest that would have been excited had they
been published at the period of their perform-
Lance ; yet this delay in their publication may, on
ime oonsideratio:*^, enhance their value. It

nay be interesting to the young merchant to
race some of the great revolutions in the com-
merce of the world which have occurred within

[the above-named periods ; and those ofadvanced
I
age may be induced to recur to by-gone ijays,

with pleasing, even if accompanied with melan-
choly associations.

For several years preceding the date ot the
jfirst of my voyages, the merchants of theUnited
Itates, and particularly those of Salem, carried
|on an active and lucrative commerce with the

,
Isles of France and Bourboa, which was con-

;

thiued up to the period of the conquest of those
isUnds by the British, liBce which it has nearly

,
ceased. That important product of our conn-
[try, cotton, which is now its greatest and most
[valuable article of ejqrart, employing a greater
i amount of tonnage than any othor, was then on-
known M an article of export from the United
States ; and the little required for the consump-
tion of our domestic fabrics was imported from
Demerara, Surinam, and the West India Islands.
The trade to the north-wett coast of America,

which, for about twenty-five years, was actively

and almost exclusively pursued ^rom Boston, on
an extensive sole,and to great advantage, has ligr

some years been abanddned, from the sevdfy
and high price of fun, caused by the oompe>
tition of the Russians, who have gradnally ad-

vanced their posts far to the south of thoae

places where my cargo vraa collected, and where
they were not then seen. The sealing voyages,

which vrere prosecuted most aetivdy tnm Viim
Haven, Norwich, and Stonington, princtiNdly to

the Island of Bfasafuera, and by whidi svddan
and large fortunes were made, have, tar many
yecrs past, been productive of little comparative
advantage to the few yet engaged in than, aid
this in consequence of the animal's being dAoft
annihilated. -'

Our cargoes from China, vrfaich werelbnneit|^
paid for in these fhrs, and in Spaniah doBidn^
are now procured for bOUr <« Bnf^lan^ iUr
opium, and for Bnropean and AnMrieaa fdHrfat.

The cotton and silk manufsctatea of. IndDatot
constituted formerly, almost exdnabdyr tte
cargoes of our ships from Calcutta, ' wyell
were paid for in Spikn^ ddlan, and wkidi
genorally yielded large profits. At this iiiM
onr eotton fsbries are so mudi better ani
eheqier, as entirdy to have snpenedetl thn
importation of thoset nnd most of the artiai«>«

which now oompoaa a eargo from Cdcntta, ««
oepting saltpetre and banduaa, wttt tta*
scarcely known there as artidea of eipo^^fi
this country. Bills on England in payment ilw
these cargoes, as well aa for thoae iaden at other
ports of India, have been snbstitatedinr Bpaidsh
dollars, whiA formerly were indiapenaaUe ttt

the prosecution of this trade.
When I first visited the porta of BnaQ» at

Chili, of P^ru, of Mexico, and of CaUfonda, they
had been for ages, and were thai, so eidnahMy
used for their own respective flags, that^ ad»
mittance of one of a foreign nalkm mw gnwtadi
only on the most palpable evidmm of «,

sity which it would be inh^maa noi to t-„
When admitted, no individual belm^^iBf t»
vessel was permitted to laud, or to »?*»<
streets of the dty, without the dtaagraaaUe eiw
cumbrance of a soldier following hiu ; haooe the
difficulty of obtainhig information, and oima*>
quently the meagre accounts given of the maa^
ners and customs of those nattena»
The revduaons in those coontriaa which htie


