
I*

O^ THE WEST. 237

made an effDrt to rally in force again. Their rcnogado
allies had already shrunk from them. The Sioux, many
of whom had shown equivocal deportment and double

dealing between them and us, begged to bo allowed to go
in pursuit of the fugitives. The Winnebagoes had taken

most decisive steps against tbem; and, after their barbar-

ous usages, werx) daily bringing in their scalps. They
killed Stack-ar-ka-pee, a leading Fox warrior. The Me-"
nomonees, too, came in to hunt them down. Some priso-

ners brought in, informed, that before the encounter in

which General Dodge had defeated them, on the twenty-

first of July, they had lost two hundred warriors, beside

the women and children, drowned by the sinking of their

canoes in the Mississippi. Not long afterwards, the head
chief, Black Hawk, Nc-o-pope, the prophet, and eleven

other head chiefs, together with fifty warriors of less note,

were taken prisoners by the Winnebagoes, and delivered

up to the Indian agent at Prairie da Obien. Th« fifty

captive warriors were dismissed, on their giving pledge,

that they would remain hereafter peaceable. The Black
Hawk, Ne-o-pope, and the other eleven chiefs were sent

down the Mississippi in a steam boat to St. Louis; whence
they were sent to Jefferson B;irracks, there to remain
prisoners, and hostages for the peaceable conduct of their

tribes, until a permanent peace should be established with

them. Among the effects of Black Hawk, left behind on
his retreat after the battle of the second of August, andl

which fell into the hands of the Americans, were certifi-

cates of his good character, and of his having fought

bravely against the United States, in the late war with

Great Britain, signed by British officers.

The war of the Sacs and Foxes was, unquestionably,

one of pure aggression, and entirely unprovoked, the lands

which they claimed, having been sold by themselves, and
the consideration amply and promptly paid. Never were
savage aggressions more cruel and wanton, than theirs,

upon the inoffensive settlers of the frontiers of Illinois and
the north-western territory. Many families were mas-
sacred, and settlements broken up, before retribution

reached them. But when it did come, it was decisive
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