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tentative in Lady Al)Pi"(l('(.'ii, who from Iht jMisitimi

in tho inner arcaimm of Britisii rule iiia>' lif able to

do iiion! for licr country in tlic council clianilicr tluin

any of her stalwai't ancestors were able to achieve for

Erin in the tented tield.

Apart fi'oni tlie associations of legend and of ro-

mance that chi-ter round tlie family history of the
<Tovernor-( reneral aii<l his \vif(,' in tlu^ dim twilight of

tlie remote jjast, it is interesting to note that the

associations between the Gordons and th(> Amei'iean

continent date back for two centuries, to a period aii-

tectidtnit to the great schism by which George the

Third rent the English-speaking world in twain.

John (rordon. of Haddo, was created a baronet oi

Nova Scotia by Charles Stuart, King of Enghmd,
and the baronetcy is one among the many titles

bornt! by the Earl of Abei'deen.

Sir John Gordon was a Cavalier of the schf»ol of

Montrose. When the Scottish people were signing the

Solemn League and Covenant with their heart's blood

.Sir John was f'ortifyini,' liis castle and sharpening his

.'i^vord, and nnistering his fighting men to help the

King to govern by right divine. The fat<,'s and
tlu; Scottish people were', however, too much for

Sir John and for his ro3-al master. When the Mar-

quis of Argyle b(!si(>ged him in his castle of Ki'llie

his Scottish artillerynK'n, having no stomach for the

cause, deserteil to the army of the Covenant and Sir

Jolm was comiielled ingloriously to surrender. Thei'e

was sliort slirift in thuse days for the vancpiished.

Sir John Gordon was carried as a prisoner to Ediubro,

and in the .same month of July that CJliver Cromwell
on the moor of Long Marslon gave tlui royal army the

foretaste of the cptality of his Ironsides Sir John Gor-

don was judicially condemned to death and publicly

executed. The lesson was a severe one, but the effect

se(>nis to have been most salutary. From that time

to this, although his desc(>ndants may have described

themselves as Royalists, Jacobites or Tories, they have

always been true to the cause of liberty, of justice and
of progress.

Of this a more conspicuous example was aiTordedin

the person t)f the first Eai'l (if Aberdi-eu. Five years

after the first Nova Scdtian baronet went to the

headsman's block the axe of the executioner was em-
ployed on the neck of Charles Stuart, but after a

time the whirligig of time brought aboiit its revenge,

and the son of the beheaded king, having come to the

throne, made the son of the beheaded baronet first

Earl of Aberdeen and Lord High Chancellor of Scot-,

land. Argyle went to the scaffold, and the Cavaliers,

once more ia the saddle, jjursued their old eiiemies

without ruth. They found, however, that their Lord
High Chancellor ])rought too much conscience to his

work to serve as the tool of mere proscription. The
Privy Council , finding some difficulty in striking at the

heads of some of the Whigs, issued orders that hus-

bands and fathers should l)e held responsible by fine

and imprisonment for the o]iinioiis of their wives and
daughters. Lord Aberdeen, to his credit be it spoken,

declared fi-om the judgment seat that the orders of

the Privy Council could not be carried out under any

existing law. Tlien speaking as Minister he detdined

to propose any alteration in the law to enable thia

monstrnu> ininuity l(^ be legalize(l. The Stuarts were
a .stubborn rac . and instead of recognizing the justice

and integrity of Lord Aberdeen, the King drily ob-

LADY ABEUDEKN.

served that he would be served in his own manner
and according to his own mejisures. Lord Aberdeen
at once resigned. He was too loyal to the dynasty
to consent to serve King William when James
was sent packing across the seas, and he spent
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