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double hT 'T """' "*^''« ^'^"'"^'^ »^-> "--'youblo that nuinber. Both nidcH winhocl to tuko the
offonKivc. but « French invanion of South Oonnanywan soon ound to be impo«Hible. owing to the utteHv
unprepared ntato of the French arn.y. Lrly in Augu tU^o trench Army of the Rhine was defeated by the

I'rmT'i If
^""^ .'' Forbach-Spicheren. whiJe theArmy of Alsace under MaicMahon. was destroyetl by

w' .^Tu" ^"1 ^""^' ""^"^ *»»« ^^ Prince, ..t

aTr.t.K^'"
'^'^^'^ ^"«'*''^" ^""'^ «>'«»>in- toat^ck the Army of the Rhine, and inflicted on it threedefeats m five days, at Borny. Mars-la-Tour. and

Oravelotte. The Prussian 1st and 2nd Annies nextU.id saege to Metz. while the 3M marched on ChVonsMacMahon attempted to relieve Metz, but was surroundedand forced to capitulate, with the Emperor himselfand his whole army, at Sedan (September 2). Asa Krench historian tersely puts it: 'There was noFrench Army left.' The remainder of the war centred

Z, llu\ "^ ''"' ^"'"'^^ ^y ^^' Pr"««i^n 3rdand 4th Armies on September 19. The 2nd Armv
remained before Metz. and compelled Bazaine to sur
render that city six weeks later. During the winter
the French armies ot the Loire, of the East, and of the
.North, were all defeated, and on January 24 1871
Pans capitulated. A week earlier King William had
been crowned Emperor at Versailles. Bismarck insisted
on the cession of Alsace and part of Lorraine, the occupa-
tion of Pans by the Prussian army until the treaty of
peace was ratified (this was only forty-eight hours)
and the payment of an indemnity of six milliards of
francs (which was reduced to five by the efforts of
Ihiers). The treaty embodying these terms was finally
signed at Frankfort in May.


