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THE COMMERCIAYA

The Demosratic Platform

[Following is the platform which the com-
mittee on  resolutions reported to tho
Chicagn Democratic convention :

Wae, the Demuerats of tho United States in
patiunal convention aseonbled, do re afliirm
cvur allegiance to those great esseutinl priuci-
ples of justice and liborty upoa which our
institutivns are fuunded aud the Democratic
party has advocated from Jofferson to our
own timo, freedom of speech, fracdom of the
press, froedom of conseience, the presorvation
of personal rights, equality of all ocitizens
beforo tho law, and tho faithful ubservation
of constitutional limitations.

Duriug all theso years the Democratic
party has resisted the tendoncy of selfish
intorests to the contralization of governmon-
tal power, and steadflastly maiutained the
integrity of the dual scheme of government
established by the founders of this republic
of ropublics. Under its guidance and teach-
ings the great principle of local self-govorn-
ment has found its best expression in tho
maintenanco of the rights of tho states, and
this assertion of the necessity of confaing
the general government to the exarcise of tho
powers granted by the constitution of the
Ubited States.

Recognizing that the money question is
paramount to all others at this time. we in-
vite attontion to the fact that the federal
constitution names silver and gold together
as tho money metals of the United States and
tho first coinage law passed by congrsss under
tho constitution made the silver dollar the
unit of valuo and admitted gold to free coiun-
ago at a ratio measured by the silver dollar
unit.

We declare that the act of 1873 demon-
otizing silver without the Eknowledge or
approval of the Amorican poople has resul-
ted in the appreciation of gold and a corres-
ponding fall in the prices of commodities
produced by the people, a_heavy increase
in tho burden of taxation, and of all debts
public and private; onvichment of the
money lceding class .at home and abroad;
paralysis of industry and impoverishment of
tho people,

Wo are unalterably opposed to the single
guld staudard, which has locked fast the
prosperity of an industrious people in tho
paralysis of hard times. Gold monometall-
ism i3 & British policy fouuded upon British
greed for gain and power. and its ganeral
adoption has brought other rations iuto
financial servitude to London. It is not
only un-American, but anti-American and it
can be fastened upon the United States only
by the stifling of that indominable spirit
and love of liberty which proclaimed our
political independence in 1776 and won it in
the war of the revolution.

We demand the immediate restoration of
the free and unlimited coinage of gold and
silvoer at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1,
without waiting for the aid or consent of apy
other nation, :

Congress alone L~s the power to coin and
issue mounoy and this power cannot be dele-
gated to corporations or individuals. We
therefore denounce the issuance of national
bank notes as in derogation of the constitu-
tion and demsand that all paper made legal
tender for debts and for the payment of
duties to the United Statns shall be issued by
the government of the United States.

1We are opposed to the policy and practicoe
of surrendering to the holders of the obliga-
ti f United States the option reserved by
law w thegovernment of redeemingsuchobli-
gation in oither silver coin or gold coin.

We are oposed to the issuing -of interest
bearing bonds of the United States in time of
peace, and condemn thotrafficing with banke
ing syndicates, which, in exchango for bonds
and at onormous profit to thomselves, supply
the federal treasury with gold to maintain

tho policy of gold monomotallism. Congress
alone has power to coin and issue money, and
President Jackson declared that this power
could not vo dolegated to corporations or
individuals.

Wo therofure domaud that tho power to
issio notes Lo taken from tho national banks
and that all paper mongy shall bo issued di
rectly by the treasury departmont; be re-
doomabla in coin, receivable ior all debts,
public und private.

Wao hold that tariff duties should bo levied
sulely for tho purpose of revenuo, such dutios
to bo so ad)istod as to operate equally
throughout tho country, and not discriminate
betweon class or sectirn. and that taxation
should be limited by the neods of the govern-
ment, honostly and fairly administerol.
Wo denounce as disturbing to business tle
threat to restore the McKinley law, which
has been twice condemned by the people in
national elections, and which, enacted under
tho false plea of protection to home indastry,
proved a prolific breeder of trust, mouopolies,
enriched the few at the oxpense of many, re-
stricted trade and deprived the prodacers of
the great American staples of access to 1heir
natural markots. Until the inoney question
is settled, wo are opused to any agitation for
furthor changes in our tariff laws, except
suck as are necesiary to make up the deficitin
revenue, caused by the alverse decision of
the supreme court on the incom tax.

There would have been no defict in federal
rovenue but for the annulment by °*Le
suprome court of a law passed by -~ iumo-
cratic congress, in strict pursuance of the
uniform decisicns of that court for nearly
100 years, that court having sustained con-
stitutional objections to this enactment which
has been overruled by the ablest judges who
had ever sat on that bench. Wo declarothat
it is the duty of congress to use all the con-
stutional power which remainps after that de-
cision, or which may come from its reversal
by the courtas it may horeafter be constituted
so that the burdens of taxation may be
equally and impartially laid, to tho end that
wealth may bear its proportion of the oxpense
of the government.

We hold that the moss cfficient way of pro-
tecting Ameorican labor is to prevent the im-
portation of foreign jauper labor t7 competo
with it in the homoe market, and that the
valve of the home mirkets to our Ameticau
farmory and artisans is greatly reduced by a
vicious monetary system which depres-ed the
price of their pruducts below the co-t of pro-
duction ana thus deprives them of the means
of satisfging their needs.

We denounce the profligate waswc of the
money wrung from the poople by oppressive
taxation and the lavish appropriations of
rocent republican congresses, which hs—n
kopt taxes high, while the laoor that pays
them is unimpioyed, and the products ot the
people’s toil are depressed in price till they
no longer repay the cost of production. \We
domand & return to that simplicity and
economy which best befita a Damocratic
government, and a reduction in the number
of useless offices, the salaries of which drain
the substance of the people.

We denounce arbitary iuterferonce by
federal authorities in local affaira as a viola-
tion of the constitution cf the United States
and a crimo against free Institrtions, and
we especially object to governmewnt by in-
junction, as & mnew ard highly dangerous
form of oppression by wiich (cderal judges,
in contempt of laws of states, and the rights
of citizons become at once logislator, judge
and exccutioner, and we approve the bl
passed at the last session of the United States
sonate and now pending in the house, relative
to contempt in federal courts and providing
for trials by Jury in certain cases of con-
tempt.

No discrimination should be indulged by
the government of the United Satates in

, favor of any of its dobtors, Wo approve of
‘tho refusal of tho fifty-third congress to pnss
the Pacific railrrad funding bill, and de-
nounces tho offurt of tho presont Republican
congress to onact a similar moasure.

Recognizing the just olaims of deserving
Uaiun soldiers wo heartily endorse the rulo
of Commissionor Marphy that no namosshall
bo arbitrarily drapped from the pension roll
and tho fact of enlistment and sorvice should
bo deomed conclusiveovidence against disoase
and disability belore cnlistment.

Yz favor tho admission of the torritories of
Now Moxico and Arizene 1ato the Union as
states, and we favor the admission of all the
torritories having the necessary population
and resourcos.to entitle thom to statehood,
and while thoy remasin territories wo hold
that the oflicials appointed to administer
the government of any tcrritory, together
with tho District of Columbia and Alaska,
should be bona fido residents of the territory
of tho diatrict in which their duties are to bo
porformed. ‘Tho Damocratic party bolieves
in home rule and that all public lands of the
Ubited States should be appropriated to the
establishment of free homes for American
citizens.

Wo recommend that the territory of
Alaska bo granted a delegate in congress, and
that the generzl land ag? timber laws of the
United States bo extended to sawd territory,

We extond our sympathy to the people of
Cuba in cheir heroic struggle for liberty
and independence.

Weo are opposed to life tenured public
service. We favor appointments based upon
werit, fixed terms of office, and such an
administration of the civil eeryico laws a3
will afford equal opportunities to all citizens
of ascertaining fitness.

We declare it to be the unwritten law of
this ropublic, established by custom and
usage of 100 years and sanctioned by the
examples of tho greatest and wisest of thoso
who founded and have maintained our
government, that no man should be aligible
for a third term of the prosidential office.

The federal government should care for and
improve the Mississippi river and other great,
waterways of thoepablic so a3 to securs for
the interior states easy and cheap transporta-
tion to tide-water. When any waterway of
the republic is of sufficient importance to de-
mand aid of the government. such aul
seould be ext'nded upon a definite plaa of
continuous work until psrmanent improve-
ment is ¢ 1red.

Confid  in the justice of our cause and
the necessity of its success at tho polls, we
submit the foregoing declaration of princi-
ples and purposss to the considerate judg-
ment of the American peoplo. We invite
the support of all citizens who approve them,
and who desire to have them made effective
through legislatiov for the relisf of the
people ané tho restoration of the country's

prosperity.

A caso that i3 expected to developo the cust
of manufacturir.g certain grades of bicycles
and parts thereof will come up beiore Judgoe
Hagner, of the district supreme court at
‘Washington, United States. It is in the
form of an allegation of fraud made by
manufacturoers of the Loyal wheel, of New
York, agaiast the Thorne company of Wash-
ington, makets of the Hawihorne wheel,alleg-
ingthat the latter company iscontemplating
an assignment aud meanwhilsisselling wheels
by auction for an average of $22,15, or less
than cost. The complaintants aro the
Wosston-Nivinson company. The Thorne
company will assert that thers is a good profit
in the whee's at the price received for tho
Hawthorne, aud it is said will go into details
as to tho cost ol bicycle sundries. Wheol

men are much interested over expected de-
velopmeonts,




