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LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT.

The followving letter ivas addressed to the

president of the Western Retail Lumibermen 's
Association by Mr. D. E. Sprague, of Winni.

peg, who wvas obliged to be absent front the

city when the annual meeting ivas lield on

March 23. It refers to a meeting of manufac-

turer% field in Winnipeg a few îveeks previous

to the convention of retaiters:

My Dear blr. Canmpbell:
1 regret exceedingiy tliat owing Io your recent ilinebs

you wcre unable 10 be prese-it and preside at the nicet.

ing recently hield hzre of the Honorary members with

titose of the Active members w~ho wcre able la attend.

At this meting large and influential delegations

%vert prescrit represefltiug tc manufacturing interests

bot at the Coast and in the MountinS. Froa lte

trend of tite discussion, il wvouid appear that the lonor.

ary miembers in British Columbia had becoîne imbued

with the idea tliat the 'retani dealers wvere racciving

extesive profits., and wo!re in consequence responsible

for teagitation and criticistas nimned at lte iurnber

interest in the Nortiacest geneniiiy, antd taI iteir

inceresis wvcre prcjudiced hy tuie greed of te Active

nienibers. It was arnply dcmnon..traied. and 1 believe
convincingiy, th:ît apart frota a very lew isoiated
inbtances, witere exceptiostai conditions prevaiied, tc

profit obtaîned by lte relail dealer w~as not mure titan

that aiiowed by lte by-laws, viz., 2a per cent., and il

rarely exceedcd i S per cent., surely as sntaf i a margin

as sviii profilabiy maintain any luniber bubiness. Titis

inlormttiion went towaids strengtien;ing the good

feeling betwvecn te Honorary and Active menibers.

Knotving ttitir own margin of profit and having ..atis-

factory evidence of lte reasonable profit of the retaîler,
îtey werc forced t0 tite conclusion titat the consumers

of lunîber in 'Manitoba and the Northwest procured

ileir supply of lumber as clieap as it was possible to

furnish it. So far ats tlite cost properly belonging to the
mnufactturer and rctaii dealer was concert-cd, the oniy

othier factor entering int the cost of tomber to the

consumer i, the charge for transportation. To titis lasI

item of cost lte delcgationq, therefore, directcd titeir

attention, wii wliat sîtccess v.e have liad some intim-
ation.

The net result of t conférence scets t10 have been
Io promote the niost friendiy feeling bctween te two

classes of niembers, and to stimulale the ioyaiîy of bolh
10 tc Constitution and By.ILws of t Association ;
but more important still, s0 far as ilie residenti publie
and the incon'iimtg seilers are concerned, Wvas Io
est.ibli!si beyond successiul contradiction the fact tat
lumber can be procured in Manitoba and the Northwest
Territories at retail as cliîeap, if not clicaper, tlian in
Minnesota and Dakota, noîwitistanuiing the fact Ihat

lte iargest source of lthe pine supy is iocalcd in
Minnesota, and dit lte tcrrigory served is mucit nearer
the point of production than ilit covcred by aur
niembers.

Tue operatiomt of the Association so far as regîîlating

itrices witii proper liiaits, maintaining suitabie stocks
and te dcaling of te Active menibers vii lte public,
was justificd in lte minds ni tue 14onorary members,

and il gives nie picastire 10 bc able 10 tell yin that thiev
ivere nol slow in expressing lteir -.aisfatctiosi and
admitting ilit the information upon whicl t lley litd

formed Iheir cariier opinions liait been misieading and
incorrect ; as statemcnîs mande regarding the Associa-
lion gencrally are.

1 regret exceedingiy that 1 shali be uitavoidnbly
absent frota lte meeting. 1 slial, tiowever, be deepiy
interested in lte procetdings.

Trusting that you may litsve a profitable ami satis.
factory session, and iooking forîvard bo again Rddress.
ing you as President, 1 amn, with kindest regards,

Sincecy Yours,
D. E. SPRAGUE.

MR. N. A. RHODES.
Mr. N. A. Rhodes, vice-president of Rhodes,

Curry & Company, Limited, manufacturers and
huiliers, Amherst, N. S., is a self-mnade man in
every sense of the word, having lost his parents
at an early age and being thrown on his owvn
resources wvhen ten years old. He wvas born in
Ambersti N. S., in 1845. After learning the
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carpenter trade hie tvent te the United States,
%where hie remained for ten years, during fivc
years of wvhich hie held a responsihie position
as superintendent wvith a large building qnd
contracting firm.

In 1877 Mi-. Rhodes. returned to Amherst and
engaged in the mnifactître of building materi-
aIs. *Later hie took into partnership his hrother-
in-la'v, Mr. N. Curry, wvho is now president of
RhoJes, Curry & Company, Lirnited. The busi-
ness of this company is varied in character anti
iticludts operation of saw milîs, planitîg milîs,
Iath milîs, shingle milis, brick wvrks,car wvorks,
machine îvorks and foundry. The figures of
the business speak for themnselves and need no
further comment. The total business transacted
in 1903 M~as $2,700,00o; wIvges paid, $483,000;
freight paid, $154,567.54.

Mr. Rhodes also holds large interests in

other enterprises. He is half-owner in a large
lumiber concern at Sheet Harbor, N.S., where
lie a rid Ilis partner, Mr. Curry, are operating on
a large scale. lie held a large interest in a
Newfoundland lumber property, which wvas
recently sold to a Boston firm for a large
figure. He is also interested in other lumber
properties.

Mr. Rhodes is a director of the Misaquash
Marsh Comipny, wvhich, has been reclaiming a
large block of over 5,ooo acres of bog marsh,
on which they have expended $6o,ooo in cutting
a canal ahout sever. miles long through the
centre of the marblh, draining off the fresh
wvater and allowing the sai; water and nîud to
kit] the vegetable matter. Th~is has proven a
great success andi will be a wvonderful source of
revenue to the province in wvhich it lies. He
is also a director of the Maritime HeatJig Coni-
pany, wvho enîploy a large nuinber of men,
nliake the Robb heater, and carry on amachine
business. He is a large owner in the Newv
Brunswick Petroleum Company, for whicli
there is a gooci outlook. The company have
t'ored forty wells, ail of îvhich are giving
splendid resuits. The oil is of the best quality
and the conipany is noîv arranging to build a
refinery.

As one of the Governors of Acadia University
at Wolfville, N. S., Mr. Rhodes takes an active
interest in the progress of that institution. He
believes in a young nian airning high, and that
with honesty and liard wvork the highest aims
cati be attained.

The popularity of Mr. Rhodes as a citizen
%vas evidenced by his recent election as; Mayor
of Amherst, the flrst public office. wvhich hie
ever sought.

KILN.DRYING HARDWOODS.
Concerning the drying of hardwoods a wvriter

in The Wood-Worker says:

As for the question of air-seasoning lumber
before it is kiln-dried, that is a mnatter of
opinion, and depends largely on whether you
can carry a sufficient: stock to allow of it. 1
do flot con.sider it a necessity, as luliber can
be dried as well green, if done properly, and
without checking, but under ordinary con-
ditions and wvith the appliances gencrally in use,
a fcw-. months outdoor seasoning is beneficial;
but this depentIs largely upon the season of the
year the stock is pWled, as lumber wiIl season
niuch faster during the spring and faîl months
than in the summer, owing to the svind, which
drawvs the moisture from the porcs of the svood
and Icaves them open, not ihrinking the stock
as niuch as does the heat. 0f course, this air-
drying helps the luriber îvhen placed in the
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