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PARTY OUTCAST

Debarred From Caucus and|

Not Recpgriized as Good
Liberal.

FERGUSON WAS HOOTED

Members Did Not Like His
"~ Continuation of the
Dieclosures.
4(Comlnue?¢ Prom Paco' 1.

in the observatipn made by the acting
prime minister that the matter is one
of great importance, and serious im-
port, and should engage the serious
attention of the government. The Hon.
Mr. Foy will, find that we will facili-.
tate any actilon which the government
may think pitoper in:view of the mat-
ter that has been brought before the
house.” F ‘

‘When Mr. Rawell first rose from his
seat in the house the expectation of
the members wips that he would add a
final word to the debate on the tax re-
form amendment. Before that .point
was reacyed, however. he read the
statement which ruled the ‘member
from Prescott out of the Ontario Lib-
eral. party. ' His few words in advo-
cacy of tax reform were then taken to
conclude the debate and allow the
house: to adjourn, it being past 6
o'¢lock. Certain of the government,
however, were not prepared to let the
matter stand at that stage, and then
followed a perind in which the rules of
the hottse went'by the baard and the
principles of constitution became al-
most hopelessly ‘tangled.

‘Not Fyr Eenough.

Howard Ferguison of Grenville, who
had read the letq‘er the afternoon be-
fore, crayved permiission to speak for a
few morgents, arid at once expressed
the opinidn that gltho a statement had
been fortilgoming from Mr. Rowell, the
purport ot it had not gone far enough
in view of the seriousness of the case
in- hand. = 1%e matter required. more
than a mere repudiation. Could the
Liberal party ‘so easily dissociate them-
selves from the affair? What were the
facts but tha§ this man had .been.a
trusted confide\nt of the opposition, a
participant in ‘the secrets -of t'k}elr
policy, one whp had while speaking
against the temiperance stand had yet
voted for it in tiye house. He had _been
welcomed as'a jyart and parcel of the
party and by noile more than by his

.der, -
lea[—?e had practically gone arm in arm
with his leader wn the temperance
platform, and yet had been trying to
get a sum of moneyv from the liquor
interests, ‘“no doubt with the intention
of subscribing a large donation to the

funds.”
i Question of -'::t.'

Tmmediately Mr: Rowell sprang—to
m; feet and ingerrupgéf. On.a matter
of taste he would Reave it to_the hont.
gentleman, but from' a standpoint od
facts he was wrong.  The member hi%h
never- traveled thru-the'country w

th[, gaid (lgur&ti\’éb’,"' said Mr. Fergu-

son. o R o
“Neither figuratively nor any ot 1
w&:?,'?u?leclaxgd Mr. Rowell wa.rtml}/.
with his followers loud in suppgr A %
Mr. Ferguson resumed by calling UPOt
the members to look at the r'ec«)ll(-idsﬁ 0d
the house in 1912, and they \wogm trg
that Mr. Evantyrel had pajred wi : h'e
member for Manitoulin on the abolis z
the-bar debate, both mgmblere being ou
of the house at the time, and in that
gense voled against the government. .
Here the atmosphers became so warm
that the Speaker interfered ;-In.u_d threat-
ened to rulc the whole affair out ovt
order. Hon. J. ' J. ‘Foy' helped '~
gtraighten matrers out, however, and
it procecded. Cer
The hon. member for Prescott had
endorsed the opinions of the oppps_l—
tion, and had voted for them in zbol~
ishing the bar. They have approved
nfg liegiance and aeccepted his sup-
port. IHe sald that ke had not only
subscribed to the opposition policy, but
had gympathized with the government.
‘f'bis was not the case, and it was not
talr for the leader to allow smch mis-
representation to exist. Knowing all
the {ime that he as opposed to abol-
Ishing the bar, and voted that way, they
had yet tagen hirmu (o the bosain of the
partv. He supposed that this could be
done as leng as (it was not discovered.
General Protest.
Lroke ioose at this point, and
> interruptions from ali sides.
on members rose in their seats
ited that it be retracted. Others
veolled “Rotten! Rotten! You are the
ouly man;in the house who would say
itl” and o general protest rose all round
house.
In continuing,
that he did
¢ d

the member stated
uct thiniz the country would
with the light and trivial
n waich this serious matter
handled. The leader held a very
sible position, and the houss
10t be satisfled with & mere re-
pudiation. He did not need to point
lar cases which had happened
legislature and parliameént, and
tho course which a normal, temperate
nd proper proceeding took. It should
shown that the Liberal party was
sed from the fateful suspicion of
mixed up in the aftair.
ral Whip. Bowman arose, and
cries of adjournment were made, but
Mr. Rowell declared that the house
would sit until the matter was settled.
‘"he hon. member could not make un-
found statements without having
them denied.

Bowman Did It,

Mr. Bowman then got an opportunity
and gave a very enlightening state-
ment. He explained the pairing of the
vote in 1912, as done on his own re-
sponsibility, an actlon for which he was

led to serious account by Evanturel
afterwards. The Prescott member had
left a statement with his neighbor to
the effect that he did not wish to be
paired. ‘

“It could have been expunged,” called
AIv. Ferguson.

Mr. Bowman stated that he had been
nused at the frantic efforts which

J turned out to be a disappointment

and oret ly o few of

‘ :rit gjde. Fle

and effect

e opposition, dut, he
signally failed.

y edjourned,

{in force, saw his efforts

‘jdered in Toronto last year?

TAX REFORM PROPOSAL LOST
AFTER DISCUSSION N HOUSE

J. C. Elliott’s Amendment De feated by Sixty-One to Seven-
- teen After Existing Inequ alities in Assessment System
- Had Been Discussed by M any Members.

Tax reform has again been revived
on: the floor of the Ontario Legislature
by the opposition, and once again the
amendment . suggested has been over-
whelmed by the government majority.
J. C. Elliott of West Middlesex, who
yesterday brought:in-an amendment of
criticism at the lack of any apparent
intention on the part of the adminis-
tration to amend the. legislation now

8 swamped by a
vote of 61 to 17. b

The fact that the discussion of this
subject only consumed three hours of
the session points to its recurrence as
a new measure to be dealt with in the
next two or three weeks. The opposi-
tion, in the words of Mr. Rowell, is
determined to bring this matter defi-
nitely before the rmembers for an ex-
pression of individual opinion. The
standpoints taken yesterday did not dif—
fer materially from those which have
been urged in the past, the general
argument of the opposition orators be—
ing that a state of great dissatisfac-
tion now prevalls in the province, and
that it was an imperative matter that
the government recognize this demand
before the business was adjourned for
a year. ¥

The prineipal points brought out by
Mr. Elliott were that at present a great
inequality was worked among the coun-
ties ‘and the different municipalities,
and that the rural districts were bear-
ing an unwarranted burden, whereas
the cities were profiting with no good
reason for doing so. The attitude of the
government in the statements of R. R.
Gamey of Manitoulin and A. B. Thomp-
son of Simcoe was that the present act,
altho perhaps weak in pa:ts, was yet
being worked out fairly s tisfactorily.
“Any reversion to a system of single tax
could not be considered as aiding the
situation whatever.

Good Prospects,

In introducing the subjeét of tax re-
form, Mr. Elliott first spoke of the good
prospects of the legislature granting a
measure of value to the country on the
twin problem of woman su There
was no question of the advisability of
giving married women the franchise.
The deputation which had approached
the government could not but be pro-
ductive of the best results. The ques-
tion had never been put more tactfully
or concisely, and, judging from the act-
ing premier’s attitude, before the ses-
slon was closed, they would be given
the right which the municipal fran-
chise entitled them to.

Was there any doubt, he wondered,

with the dissatisfaction over the pres—
ent system of taxation? Why, he would
ask, was so sweeping a verdict ren-
Was it
because the mass of the people wer»
Liberals attempting to embarrass  the
government, or was it not because there
was a general>Hem®nd? The people
know what they want and mean what
they say.
[“He took for an example the County
of Middlesex,” which in farm wealth
was the greatest, and the assessment
of which stood at $68,000,000. Simcoe,
York and Huron followed in order.
These he compared to show the differ-
ence in their assessments and those of
the cities.

“In the Assessment Act you will find
at least twenty exemptions in the tax
on income’ 'he declared. “This runs
thru all the other branches and great
discrepancies exist.”

Checkerboard System.

in the townships of East and West
Williams, in his own county the taxes
dn land compared alternately with $32
per acre and $2 on buildings, and $27
per acre and $5 on huildings, and the
same ratios prevail all thru the prov-
ince. It meant that the whole system

¢ one of checkerboard and inequal-
ityv. Nowhere would it Be possible %o
find 2 svstem that so deserved the name
as that in the province. In Toronto the
difference in assessment between 1913
and 1914 was $13,000,000, and whereas
he people of Middlesex had taken years
to briug an increased value of $37,000,~
000, Toronto had greatly exceeded this
in one year.

Not Entitied To 1.

The people owningéland and holding it
at enormous figures in the cities were
not in any way entitled to the value.
Community  of business had brought it,
but it was not just. The unearned in-
crement shonid be taxed and the vro-
Per proportion removed would stiil allow
the owner all he deserved. A 25 per
cent. tax on the fifty-three millions of
Toronto ,would be nearly enough to pay
the -whole business tax of the province.

After all it was veally the consumer
who pajd the business tax, and it made
an un‘air burden.

“Is - there - enough unearned ‘increment
in your town to pay the business tax?”
asked a government member.

The reply wase that the condition did
not exist in the smaller places, and in
the country, but that these indirectl;
were paying it in the clties.- He then
compared the tax income from York as
one iillion less than that of Middlesex.
The explanation was that land. values
were not realized.

"'We are away behind the old land in
our taxation system,” he deciared in con-
clusion. ‘““The time has come for one
far more equitable and satisfactory.”

The comparisons of Mr. Elliott were
laughed at bv R. R. Gamey from Mani-
toulin a2s ridjculous. Taxation had no
connection with the farmer coming into
ghn_mtv. ‘There was. no exorbitant tax
in the province, and if the big cities paid
more than the country why should the
farmer come in ‘rom the easier districts?

Same Weak Points.

Mr. Gamey stated that there might be
some weak points in the law. The fact
that there were variances in the taxes
lay at the door of the different assessors,

ety

SPEAKER’S DINNER

‘Te following were invited.by Hon.

. Speaker Hoyle to dinner on Thurs-
day night, to meet His Honor the Lieu-
tenant-governor: Sir'James Whitney,
Hon. J. J. Foy, Hon. Dr. Pyne, Hon.
Dr. Reaume, Hon. J. 8. Duff, Sir Wil-
liam Meredith, Sir Glenholme Falcon-
bridge, Sir Mortimer Cilark, His Grace
the Archbishop, Rev. Chancellor Kidd,
His Imdqtllup Bishop Sweeny, Rev. Dr.,
A. Carman, President R. ‘A. Falconer,
Rev. Chancellor M immon. Rev.
Provost Macklem, Rev. Crawford
Brown, Rev. Rabbi Jacobs, Principal
H. W. Auden, Col. G. T. Denison, D. M.
MciIntyre, Major Gen. Lessard, Hon.
Senator Jaffray, His Worship the
Mayor, Dr. J. A. Macdonald, Sir John
Willison, W. J. Douglas, J. E. Atkin-
son, J. Ross Robertson, W. F. Mac-
lean, N. W. Rowell, S, ' Clarke, W.
Proudfoot, J. C. Elliott, C. S. Cameron,
G. 8. Henry, Hon. Dr, Preston, C. M.
Bowman, Hon. Thomas Crawford, W.
K. McNaught, J. L. Englehart, T. H.
Lennox, W. D. McPherson, W. S. Brew-
ster, C. R. McKeown, G. H. Ferguson,
Dr. D. Jamieson, T. R, Whiteside, E.
W. J. Owens, F. W. McGarry, Col. J. 8.
Ryerson, James Clancy, Dr. J. Mec-
Queen, T. Marshall, ‘Dr.. A. Campbell,
Dr. Wishart, A. H. Sydere, Major
Caldwell, Mr. Glackmeyer,

His own opinion was that a whole coun-
try could be better served by the one
official. rather than by having one in
each municipality. The system might be
‘wrong, but it was being carried out con-
scientiously, and there was no reason
why one place should suffer more than
another.

his own opinion of what wae right in
the matter. There had been no mfnority
report when the assessment committee
of 1902 brought in their report.

“I differ with the
self in some respects,” he declared, “but
when you come to talking of exempting
buildings, having single tax on land alone
I differ entirely. I know that plan would
not serve better. The act is as equit-
able as could be devised. Further, every
man should pay a tax on every doliar
that he possesses, no matter where it is,
To have single tax and to grant individual
rights to municipalities would nét elp
matters at all.”

He argued that the whole objection of
the opposition was founded on a litical
basis. The member from Bast M ddlesex
was playing to the country and embar-
rassing the government.

His impression was that from a busi-
ness standpoint the country was pretty
well satisfied with their administration.
He would advise asking the farmer and
the citizen how they liked the legislation
they were getting, i ;

i Any Move Good.

Z. Mageau, Stirgéon Falls, in " Secona-

ing the amendment,, fallowed Mr. ‘€at ;
and criticiged some of his s 4
He contended that: cany. amen t
which would bring about g remedy in'the
bresent system of assessment and taxa.
tion would be a
rection. He declared that the present,
system was a hardship on the settlers
in New Ontario, as it favored the non-
resident owhers who got their statutory
w.ork done by proxy and that such a con-
lition hindered development. He wanted
he assessment act made clear, so that
1ew municipalities would not have to
mploy expensive counsel to interpret it

-nd.a definite value could be placed on
.and and buildings, In regard to Mr,
Gamey’s endorsement of the work of the
agricultural colleges, Mr. Mageau de-
clared that not one young man from
New Ontario was attending the Guelph
college, because it was too expensive. He
advocated the extension of *the college
furictions to wvarious parts of the pro-
vince. He claimed that the Monteith
Farm was not representative of any . of
the morthern districts, Sudbury, Rainy
River or Kenora. Taking up another
phase of taxakion, the speaker declared
that municipalities of Ontario were sup-
posed to recelve half of the $860,000
revenue from railway taxation, but New
Ontario miunicipalities were not includ.
ed in it.

Mr. Gamey chalienged the Mageau
statement, declaring that every properly
organized township in New Ontario got
its share. :
~ “I have never seen any of it,” repMed
Mr, Mageau, ‘“‘and Sturgeon Falls has
never received any of it

Mr. ‘Mageau was forced to admit that
he was not certain of his statement, but
he intended to find out. The amount
received,  if any, was not sufficient to
pay for the tax books

Different Conditions.

A. B. Thompson, Centre Simcoe, said
that Mr. Mageau was attacking the gov-
ernment for not doing something it had
already done, referring to the matter of
agricultural college training in rural dis-
tricts. He instanced the thirty-seven
traveling representatives who visited
various parts of the province and said
that over fifty farmers’ sons in his own
constituency had already received train-
ing in all branches, Taking up the single
tax, Mr. Thompson believed that it was
all right in Edmonton, where it had beén
tried under boom conditions. but the
same conditions did not prevail in On-
tario. He quoted an instance in Toron-
to of a large residence erected at a cost
of 500,000 (the Pellatt castle), being as-
sessed at $200,000, which was later re-
duced by the courts to $100,000. The
single tax, in his opinion, was a splendid
scheme to make the poor man pay the
taxes of the rich man.

T. R. Atkinson, North Norfolk, de-
clared himself in favor of taking taxes

‘off improvements and piacing them on

land. and he said the women ought to
have a vote Allan Studholme vigorous-
ly supported the amendment, declaring
in favor of leaving the option of fixine
its own assessment with each munici-
vality

PAID-UP CAPITAL

ASSETS - - -

STRPLUS TO POLICY-HOLDERS
CENERAL FIRE YN&% 12 3¢
Ontarie Branch Qffice: 20 King St. West, Toroate.

THE CANADA NATIONAL FIRE
INSURANCE COMPANY

HEAD OFFICE: WINNIPEG, MAN,

AUTHORIZED CAPITAL -
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL =

€3,000,000
2,055,400
4,087,807
1,495,796

- 4308.054.22

I BUSINISSG TRANSACTIZD

C. E. Corbold, Msnager 5
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His conclusion was, that every one held |

Assessment Act my- |
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Made with Fleischmann’s Yeast
P, S. Get the new Fleischmann book, “Good
Things to Eat Made with Brea
ing recipes for fifty
delightful dishes,

Ask your grocer
or baker for it,

," Contain-

g

d of Brea

Sanitafy bakeries, improved ,equ'ipmen_t,', new
methods of baking, have raised the standard of
hed the highest degree of
excellence. It is now not only the most nourish-»'
ing of foods, but the most palatablg ar;ddiggstible,

and today it is a better food than ever before.

Eat More of it
and to make sure that you get the lightest and
most wholesome kind, ask your baker or grocer
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NEW MEMBERS TAKE
SEATS ON COMMITTEES

The new members of the legislature
now take their places upon the stand-
ing committees, Messra. Fallis of Pee],

North Grey, sit on the private bills
and on the standing orders, with the
two latter also gerving on the muni-
cipal. John McFKFanlane from East
Middlesex, and Fallis. are together on
agriculture, and Cameron and McFar-

Henry of East York. and Cameron of“'

rand extent was given today by Herr

d elections.
)

he pud- |

Faac AN L~ |
nox of the government, and Dr. Me- |
Queen of Wentworth for the opposi- |
ticn,

GERMANY WILL GUARD
; OIL IN NEW GUINEA

BERLIN, Feb. 26.—A promise to ;
withdraw all the oil 1ands in German
New Guinea from private exploitation '
pending Investigation of their nature |

William Solf, minister of the.colonies,
at the instance of the budget commit-
tee.

A nappropriation of $125,000 was
passed by the committee for the pur-
poses cf survey.

Dr. Solf said the companies bidding
for the concession had all demanded
BXC rights of exploitation.
The government svas opposged to doing
this, as a pian for the operation of the |
oil flelds by the government was under
consideration, ;
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Be careful of thie Bread
on the Bread you eat.

Hilton’s Bread is Qua'ity Bread .
Your choice of a half-score of kinds. Our motto: *‘Clean-
liness and Quality.’’ i
/, : i
HILTON BROS.

611-617 GERRARD EAST
Phone Gerrard 2008.

you use. Good healt}? depends ;

all rallro

g




