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by delaying the total depreciation of her paper

money.
So long as the afllgnats were iflued in any fort of

proportion to the confifcations which were pledged

for them, they had a real value, and the projedt was

greatly fuccefsfiil. But from the time that the Con-
vention, intoxicated by a difcovery fo unexpedltd,

and by means fo immenfe, began to employ itfelf

in contriving pretences for new wars, in order to

bring them into aftion j when it began to work this

rich mine, as if abfolutely inexhauftible •, every intel-

ligent obferver forefaw the rapid and complete de-

preciation of its produce. The calculation that no-

thing could prolong the exiftence of aflignats beyond
two or three years, has indeed proved erroneous; but

it has proved fo, merely becaufe it was impoflible to

conjedlure that fuch extraordinary means would be

adopted for fupporting them *, and that Robefpiene

would come forward to prop them up, when totter-

ing, by his two additional projeds of fpoliation and

terror.

His procefs is well knov/n. He began by a de-

cree, which feized all the fpecie that could be found,

of every fort, and paid for it with aflignats. He
then impofcd the Law of the Maximumy and that of

Requijitions ; meafures which, fo long as they could

be borne, gave this new money a forced circulation,

and a pretended value. But as decrees fo opprefllvc

could not be enforced without having innumerable

officers and informers*, to compel the people to fub«

* The following cxtraA from a fpeech of Cambon's, on the

4th of November, will give fonie idea of the expence incurred by

Kobefpierre's fyftem of terror.

A Government 'was formed nuhich cojl 591 millions (almoft 25
millions Herling) annuallyy merely in infpeilion. Immediately the

hujhandmen and manufaiiurers left their ufual occupations, luhich

made them ufeful citizens, to become members of Revolutionary Com-
mittees, nuhere they had nothing to do, and by ivhich they enjoyed a
fort of authority^ and receivedfive livrts a day,

a mit


