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Their Greenland fifliery has certainly not declined; fome writers are

of opinion, that it is greater at prefcnt than ever it was ; while the Eng-

lifli poflclVed a (hare of theirs, it amounted to a vaft fum.
|

In forty-fix years, ending lyaii they employed in It 6,995 {hips.

* 32,908 whalesi

16,000,000/.

279,800
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6,coo

347,886/.

Caught,

Value, at 500 /. each f*
— —

The medium crew of the fhlps is forty men and
boys ; the total number therefore X'

Ships per annum, —

—

Seamen, ditto, —

—

—

—

Value, ditto, -

Value of the herring and whale fifliery per annum,
according to the lalt and leaft account of the former, 8,047,826 /.

A very little refle«Slion will be fufficient to (hew the vafl importance of
fiftieries which bring in fuch prodigious fums, and employ fuch num-
bers of feamen ; nor ai"e the feamcn the only people employed, the num-
ber on land in building, fitting out, and repairing the (hips, and making
the numerous nets and fiihing implements, muft be incredibly great.

The Baltic trade Is the moft confiderable carried on by the Dutcti'in

Europe, and immenfely great ; employing conftantly no lefs than' 1200
fail of large fliips ||. Prodigious magazines of all the Baltic products are

ready in Holland for the fouthern markets, which they almoft wholly

fupply. The (hips ufed in this trade are all bulky, and of great burden»

fo that we cannot ef^imate them at lefs than 300 tons upon an average,

which makes 360,000 tons of (hipping ; and the feamen, reckoned at no
more than 12 to the (hip, amount to about 15,000. "

To thefe branches of their commerce, we (hould add their trade to Bri-

tain, France, and all the fouthern parts of Europe, Baltic produce excepted

;

likewife, their African and Weft Indian commerce : aJl thcfe are of confe-
quence, and muft undoubtedly employ a great number of (hips

j
parti-

culars of them, however, 1 cannot difcover.
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