
LIFE OF KOCH.

Christophkr William Koch, oqiiallv distinguished as a
lawyer and a Iparncd liisi(,ritin, was l.oni on the 9tli of Ma" 17;{7
at liduxwill.T, a .-iiii.ll town in the -tinniory of Lichtenberff in
Als;(«-, wiiicii then belonocd to the Prii.co of Hesse-Darmstadt.
His father, who was a ninnher of the Chamber of Finance
under that prince, sent him to an excellent school in his native
place, where he received liie rudiments of iiis education. At
the ajre of thirteen, he went to the Protectant University of
Strashourt,', where lie prosecuted his studies under the celebrated
Schtrpdm. Law was the profession to which lie was def lined;
but lie allowed un early predilection for the study of history'
and tlie sciences connec'ted with it, such as Diplomatics, or the
art ol deciphering- and verifyinir ancient writs and chartulnries,
GrtiraJo'^y, Chrniwlninj, &cc. Scha'pflin was not slow to appre-
ciate the risini; merit of his pupil, and wished to make him the
com|)anion of his labours. Hv. admitted him to his friendship,
and became the m.'ans of e>tablishin<. hiiu as his successor in
thatfauious political academv, which his reputation had formed
at Strashour^r, |,y attractini,^ to that city the youth of the first
families, and Iroiii all jiarts of Europe. Koch devoted much of
his time to the Canon Law, and soon gave a proof of the pro-
press he had made in that branch of study, bv the Academical
Dissertation which he published in 1761, under the title of
Commcnta/io do. Cnllatione dig/iitn/iim rt brneficiorv/ii ecclesi-
asticornm in impcrio Romaiio-Qcnnanico. This treatise was
a prelude to his Commentary on the Prngmatic Sanction,
which he published in 1789—a work which excited an extra-
ordinary sensation in Catholic Germanv, and procured the
author the favourable notice of sucli prelates as were most
eminent for learning and piety.

After takiniT his academic den^ree, Koch repaired to Paris in
17(5-2, where he staid a year; honoured with the society of the
most distin<ruisheil literati in the capital, and frequenting the
Royal Library, wholly occupied in tlioce researches which pre-
pared him for the learned labours in wiiich he afterwards en-
gajjefl. On his return to Strasbourir, lie wrote the ccmtinua-
tion of the llisioria Z irinv:n-l',adciisis, of which the fir.-t volume
only was drawn up by Sclui-plliu. All the otiiers are eniiiely
•he work of Koch, ihonjih ihey Ivar the name of the master
who had charged hiiii widi llie execution of this task. SchoKpflin
bequeathed to the city of Strasbourg, in 17GH, his valuable
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