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day after Easter. Gourgvies and his men remained

quiet, making ladders for the assault on Fort San

Mateo. Meanwhile the whole forest was in arms,

and, far and near, the Indians were wild with excite-

ment. They beset the Spanish fort till not a soldier

could venture out. The garrison, aware of their

danger, though ignorant of its extent, devised an

expedient to gain information; and one of them,

painted and feathered like an Indian, ventured within

Gourgues's outposts. He himself chanced to be at

hand, and by his side walked his constant attendant,

Olotoraca. The keen-eyed young savage pierced the

cheat at a glance. The spy was seized, and, being

examined, declared that there were two hundred and

sixty Spaniards in San Mateo, and that they believed

the French to be two thousipid, and were so fright-

ened that they did not know what they were doing.

Gourgues, well pleased, pushed on to attack them.

On Monday evening he sent forward the Indians to

ambush themselves on both sides of the fort. In the

morning he followed with his Frenchmen; and, as

the glittering iv.nks came into view, defiling between

the forest and the river, the Spaniards opened on

them with culverins from a projecting bastion. The

French took cover in the woods with which the hills

below and behind the fort were densely overgrown.

Here, himself unseen, Gourgues could survey the

whole extent of the defences, and he presently descried

a strong party of Spaniards issuing from their works,

crossing the ditch, and advancing to reconnoitre.

\u

;

i


