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4 PREFACE.

*• That the Canadian Provinces will become a ricli, powerful, and

populous country, is certain. No minister, no policy, can prevent

that. But whether that wealth, and population, and power, ehall be

British, is for the wisdom of Governii- jat and Parliament to determine.

May it not be hoped, that the new constituents, and their representa-

tives, who have now succeeded to power, will make it a point of honor

and of pride, not to sufler the empire of their country to receive any

detriment under their authority, not a sini^le island to be lost, not one

Colony to be severed, not an inch of frontier or fishery usurped, nor

aby source of wealth or industry to decay; lest it should be written to

posterity, that a Reformed Parliament know not even to sustain and

preserve that greatness, wiiich the Boroughmongers had been able to

acquire."

If we look at the itiap, the truth is apparent to the eye,

which is seldom adverted to, when we speak of Cartada,

th&t a large portion of the iProvince lying imtnediately

noWhward of lake Erie, is situated in a lower latitude

than the greater part of Michigan, lower than all that

line and fertile region along the great Can^l in the State of

New York, very little further north than the PeJtinsylvaiiia

line, and in tho came parallel with Massachusetts. But
it is well known that tiie ciiiiiato i<) mnch less severe be-

tween the same parallels, as we approach ihe west, thus

Pittsburgh has a softer winter and a shorter otie than

Philadelphia, £^nd Buffalo than Albany, so Upper Catiada

is'rtinch milder thftn Massachusetts.

«* The moi^t populous portion of Russia is twenty degrees to the

north of the American border of Upper Canada; Montreal lies nearly in

the same parallel which cuts through the south of France, the Adriatic,

and the Black Sea ! and above all, the Colonists crowding to that

country are Britons—a race proverbially successful in all the tasks to

be Achieved by patient vigor and fearless adventure. Those men re-

quite only room ; their native energies will do the rest. The forest

will be cleared, the morass drained, the prairie will be a corn-field, the

sandy hill will bear the vine, the huge lakes, those mediterraneans of

the new world, will be covered with the products of the mineral and
agricultural wealth of the country ; coal has been already discovered

in gr(^at abundance ; iron and the various metals are already worked ;

y.


