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nations, the oversights in our former fiegbciations will be pointed 
ont, and an endeavour made to suggest remedies for such causes 
of dissention in future.

In concluding a treaty of peace with the United States, not 
only ought the main feature of the war, the inviolate mainten­
ance of our maritime rights, to be kept in view ; but the scarcely 
less important object, the preservation of the British North 
American colonies, ought not to be overlooked. To secure 
this last it is requisite to advert to one grand point, the neces­
sity of the establishment of a new line of boundary, between the 
British and the American possessions, and to several subordinate 
objects, which will be noticed in this tract.

Posterity will scarcely believe, though history must attest the 
mortifying truth, that in acceding to the independence of the 
States of America, their territory was not merely allowed to 

* them ; but an extent of country, then a portion of the province 
of Quebec, nearly of equal magnitude to the thirteen provinces 
or states, which then composed the Union, was ceded to them, 
though not a foot of the country so ceded was, or could be, at 
the time, occupied by an American in arms : and this cession 
is the more remarkable, as, New York and Rhode Island being 
then in possession of the British army, the surrender of these 
valuable posts seemed, on thfl^ontrary, to require a large equi­
valent elsewhere, instead of giving, as it were, a premium for 
getting rid of them. ' V

Yet such was the ignorance of the then minister of Great 
Britain, and those whom he employed, in regard to the geogra­
phical position and local importance of the territory ceded, that 
when the merchants of London, interested in the Canada 
trade, waited on Mr. Oswald, the negociator, to represent the 
impolitic and improvident cession of the upper country, and 
the posts commanding the same, viz. Michilimachinak, Detroit, 
Niagara, Presqu* isle, ScholOsser, Oswego, and Oswegatchie, 
&c.'and .to endeavour to discover, whether some means could 

\ not be devised for averting the destructive consequences which
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