
86 Canadian Aifricuhnre.

iinpoit of wheat from ('aiin«la has Im'I'h stradilv falling off sinre

1S7'.>, wlulr siiur tho sainr vrar the import from Hritish Imlia

has boon rapully iiicrcasintj ; for tliou-ih the total (|naiititv

<l(>rivr(l from India in lh^^4 was three million cwts. less than in

the |)ree<Mlinj; \ear, vet the ratio to the total imports of wheat
iVoin all S(*ur('es was in the two years praetirallv identical ; hut

this reservation applies, of course, with eipial h»rce to the l' nited

Stat«'s and Canada, for it will he s«'en that the aj^ijn'fjate impoit
ol wheat from all sources into the United Kinj^doni in l>>St

was less than in anv ol the prectdini,' seven \»'ars. ll, as is

not unlikelv, the home ih-ntands of the I'nited States lead to still

further restriction in the (jiiantitv of wheat she mav have f<»r

exportation, the result mav be not onlv a diminution in the

j>owcr of tlu' most lormidahh* rival ( anada has to meet in the

Kn^lish wln-at market ; hut it is even possible, as statements

made in the fust p.iit of this paper sej-ni to suj.'i;est, lliat at

some perhaps not laidistant time, the I nited States herself mav
become a w heal-iinportin<„' counti\, and ( an.ida would be in the

l>est position to meet such a demand. It is e\i(h'nt enough that

in the Dominion tlic < iiltivation ol wheat on an extensive scale

is movin^^ west ward ; the Invv averaire \ ield ol, lor example, tin*

Pioviinc ol (Quebec— *.• to 1'* bu>hels per aere cannot tail to

be discourat^inj: in the lace of recent low t jii^ftit ions. I o what
extent the w lieat-j:row in;; (apacii\ ol Manitolva and the ;;ieat

North-west will be put to the test depends ver\ laryeh upon the

prospe(ti\e market which the pi airic-t,Mown wliiat !> likelv to

command: but 1 have alread\ ;;i\en \\\\ reasons wli\ mixed
hirmin;; ratln-r than mere wheat-raisin;,' will prcdiablv prove to

be tin- satcr course lot tlie prairie I iruM i to pursue. The
variety ol Ked l'\h' Wheat, kimw n as No. 1 llaid, whiihy^rows
to such perlei tion on the s nis of the \{v\\ \{\\v\ \ alle\ and <d

nn>re distant part.s ol tht prairie, seems likelv, on account ol its

exc«'llent milliii}; pp'jvrties, which increase in lavour as thev

become better known, to meet with an increasing; demand : and
us w heat ot this <{ualitN cannot be raised in the more southern

latitudes U'vond the international boundary, the tanners <»t the

Canadian prairies are in possession ol a monopoly whith is

likelv to remain undisturbed.

The rapid growth of the Canadian cattle-trade is rema.kable,

and thou;;h it has had the eMect ot cheapening meat in the

Kn;;lish market, it nnist neverthele.-^s b«' remembere<l, that

breeders at home ha\e been distinctly beneiited by the steadv

demand tor pe(ii;;ree stock <d all kinds ; and this is a <lemand
whi(h is likely to continue. How potent and beneficent has

been tlie inlluence of pedit;ree-stoik taken out from lirifain by
Canadian breeders is suilicientiv shown bv the iact that the
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