
rrilxins wiTo liijjlily rwomriiciKlcMl a:* a eurc fi)r rnaiiia. Tlicy wcro

|ir('scril)('<l ill Imi'lJi' t|ii,iiillti('s iiinl wliiii llic inticnt was well stuffed

lie Ix'c'iiiiic <|ui»'t. (^hiiiHlimi niijffif was all llial was lu'ccssary to

])r<i(|iic(' a tt'iiiporai y cMpitiilatioii. Ilcro is a wrinkle for soino

iiioileni asylum eiaiik who may lu> ifohiii!^ iiflerovaiio«'(!oiit notoriety

anioiiLC ll'i' li/Hohlc I'lthins. In this •bailie priticipiility manuscripts

were T'liuiil written in ('oplie, wlii<'Ii dedareil that a ineiliea! savant

had lelvcd into an investigation of the ultimate elements of nature.

He was as familiar with the |iiimitive atoms and moleenles of mat-

ter a^ they elu-l Ted toLretlier Ity natural scdectioii as he was with

the uiemlicrs (d' his own family. Me knew their sha|i(', whether

f^ijuarc, spheroidal, oldate or t riai);.;iilar. He k:iew their t^roup-

inuis, ndations, ailinitiex, Ipidiavior, mishohavior, espeeially in a

suhtle Itody called the ethyl series a ditru-iihle stimulant which was

then mncli used as a mediciiie. Ivuowinjj; so well its secrt't history

lie warned his 8<'ii.'iitiHc and meiliciil hrethreii of thu had effects of

this mis('liief-mak(r on livinic tissue, especially hriin siihstance.

As Copernicus, jJruno, Keph'i' and (Jalileo had watched with eai^or

interest the plaiietarj' systems as they made the grand march in "a
wihleniesis of harmony," so had he similarly tr.iced those atoms

and molecules of ethyl pirates as they raided in their devastatiiig

ccurse th.'outi'h intervascular and intircellular spuH's, along nerve

lihns, on the paricties of nerve cells or in the sangiiineous streams

of life. The proofs of his theory were fouii'^ in the death rates and

recoveries. He could make these Huctuate upwards aii<l downwards

with arithmetical precision, in accordance with the administration

or withdrawal of this hiilcd foe. In an api)i'ndi\' to this summons

and report, we find a waggish friend propouniling a conundrum

and mildly suggesting tlitit unless there was uniformity in age,

physical condition, duration of disease, hereditary tendencies, no

Fliecilic results from drug administration or the want of it could he

traced exce|)r very remotely and generically in relation to so-called

speeitic causes. The learned author re]>lies sarcastically to the

ignorance ancj verdancy of the questioner, and showed with lofty

scorn that he despised these premises of the syllogisni. He dealt

only with the intuit ions wMch suggested conclusions of d priori

order. As an exam))le oc this Jovine j)Ower he did not hesitate to

calculate among his reco 'ories the so-called " improved " patients,

a classification which might meanmuch or nothing—so that by this

latitudinarian grou|)ing he might be able to establish a verdict

against the indicted ethyl atoms and molecules. In justice to

this theorist it should be said that the days of logic had not yet


