
SENATE

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-And
to my mind, a young man who bas risen
Erdm the Iower ranks in railway employ un-
tii lie bas acquired a position which would
justify the government ln appointing lm to
this commission would lie intlnitely superior
to a lawyer, thougi lie miglit have bad ten
years' experience at the bar. He miglit
have had teu years' experience, and miglit
stand number one at the bar, and stili miglit
neyer ha-ve had any railway experience. If
he is to be a lawyer simply for the purpose
of giving bis opinion as to whether the ques-
tion under discussion in the commission is a
question of law, then my hon. friend's posi-
tion, It strikes me, niight lie correct, but
there are other duties whidh Nvouid pertain
to the chairman. other than that of dealing
wlth questions of law.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON-MNudhi more im-
portant.

Hon. Sir 'MACKENZIE BOWVELL-Miich
more Important, as my hon. friend says,
and a railway rn who bad giveni study
to this question would of necessity, If lie
was fit for the position, have a thorougli
knowledge of what the railway law Is, and
it is only the railway law and tue effect of It

on the transportation that lie would have to
deal wlth. A moment's reflection will sug-

gest to the bon. gentleman that there are

ather qualities besîdes a knowledge of the

provisions of the law to lie considereci ii the

appointinent of these commissioners. The

suggestion made by the lion. Speaker, It

seems to me, would destroy the whole effects
of the Bill. The dhanging of the wording
miglit lie ail riglit enougli, but whel lie cornes

to select the parties who are ta constitute
the board, lie leaves out the qualities that
are necessary ta make that board of any

service whatever, and that is a thorougli
knowledpe of transportation, and of railway

manageaient. and how to settie litile diffi-

culties in matters of tariff and interchange of

traffic. Thnt is the way it strilzes nie, ai-
tbougli not n railway mni'.

The clause was adopted.

On clause i1,

Hon. '-\r. POWER--I do not tlîink thal1
»laure sliould be carried in uts presetit lorm.
The first paragrapli reads lis follows:

11. No comimissiofler shall be disqualifled tc

act, by reason of interest, or of kindred 01

Hon. Mr. SCO3TT.

affinity to any persan lnterested la any matter
before the board ;but wbenever any commis-
sioner is lnterested, or of kin or affialty ta any
sucb persan, the Gavernor ln Counil may elther,
upon the application of such cammnissioner or
otherwlse, appoint somne disinterested person
to act as corn-mlssioner pro 1&ac vice.

Tliere appareatly, unless the commis-

sioner hl-mself applies ta lie relieved, or

unless the Governor ln Cauncil act on their

own motion, if the comniasioner, or bis

brother or sister or cousin oil nunt wvas in-

terested ln the matter comlng before hlm,

lie would lie capable of sittlng. If two or

three words were inserted after tlue word

' commissioner ' la the b.eginnlng af huie 26,

that difficulty miglit be got over. You

miglt sny ' on the application of sudb coin-

missioner or any other person.'

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND-W7ill the coin-

mittee accept the principle embodied la the

first part of the clause ? I move that the

first two lines lie struck, out s0 that the

clause may begin with the words ' whenever

amy commisslolier.'

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Does it make any dit-

ference in the sense ?

Hou. Mr. DANDURAND-It says tînt a

commîssianer who is laterested in a case

may ait ln that case. Tint is cantrary ta

the Priuciples -which gavera aur judiciary

in the provinces.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-ln certain cases yotu

wouid compel some one cIse ta act.

Han. Mr. LOUGHIEED-It would lie

optional with the Governor lin Cauncil ta

permit, or not permit, the commissionei'

ta act la sucli cases. If it were unimportant,

I presume tic commissiaxier miglit act.

Hon. Mr. D.INDUýRAN-,D-We should

affirm that lie should lie disqunlified by

reason of interest, but I s'hould. leave the

remainder of the clause whidh .-ives dis-

cretion ta the Governor la Coiicil ta ap-

point another commnissioXier.

Hon. '-\r. BEIQUE-The prînciple in-

volved la the clause seemed ta me very

extraordinary, but on further examina-

tion I noticed that it affected only

thle raiiway company. It is in favour

of any of the ailier parties excepi the

rail wa y conupafly, because -under suli-

*clause two of the samne clause it is pro-


