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to tell you, sir, and all Members of the House that if I
had had the opportunity to vote I would have voted with
the Government.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!
Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Hon. Warren Allmand (Notre-Dame-de-Grace): Mr.
Speaker, I was at the same meeting as other Members. I
respected the rule, stayed out and did not vote. I saw
some of the people at the meeting that I was at come in
here and vote.

I hope the admonition of the Chief Government Whip
will be taken into consideration the next time.

[Translation]

Mr. Marcel Prud’homme (Saint-Denis): Mr. Speaker,
on a point of order.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The Hon. Member for Saint-De-
nis (Mr. Prud’homme), on a point of order.

Mr. Prud’homme: Mr. Speaker, just a point of order.
Perhaps we could avoid all these problems in the future
if it were understood that when we are called in to vote
in the House,—a duty that transcends all others—the
House Committees do not necessarily have to meet. I
had one this afternoon, and when the bells started to
ring, I cancelled the committee as we are allowed to do
under the Standing Orders. To avoid all these problems
which could get worse in the future, those chairing
committees, both legislative and standing, should realize
that generally speaking, committees do not sit when we
are called in to vote.
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EXCISE TAX ACT
MEASURE TO AMEND

Hon. Gilles Loiselle (Minister of State (Finance))
moved that Bill C-20, an Act to amend the Excise Tax
Act and the Excise Act, be read the first time and
ordered to be printed.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to
adopt this motion?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.
Some Hon. Members: No.
[English]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: All those in favour of the motion
will please say yea.

Some Hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say
nay.

Some Hon. Members: Nay.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.
And more than five Members having risen:

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Shall I dispense with the ringing
of the bells?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.
Some Hon. Members: No.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Call in the Members.

The House divided on the motion (Mr. Loiselle) which
was agreed to on the following division:

(Division No. 26)
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