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STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.O. 21

[En glish]
CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS

LAY-OFFS IN LONDON, ONT.

Mr. Jack Burghardt (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Communications): Madam Speaker, recently CN Rail
announced that the staff complement of its operations in
London, Ontario, will be reduced from the present 564
employees to 437 by 1987, a reduction of 127 employees.
Combined with the CN Trucking cutback, 233 CN jobs will
be lost in London. CN Rail attributed the London lay-offs to
"technological and operational changes", as well as to CN
efforts to "start introducing certain efficiencies".

Although I appreciate that CN Rail has job security agree-
ments which will ensure that many of the London job losses
will take the form of transfers, early retirement, and attrition,
many Londoners will nevertheless lose their jobs. I am con-
cerned that those who introduce these sorts of streamlining
measures, which aim to improve productivity and efficiency
through the application of centralized technology, are not
always aware of the profound human consequences these
changes have on workers and on over-all employment levels. It
is my sincere hope that in the case of CN Rail these human
consequences will be seriously considered.

It is also my hope that where technological, organizational
and operational changes are necessary, an effort will be made
to ensure that the resultant lay-offs are minimized and that
staff reductions are shared equitably throughout the opera-
tions of CN Rail.

* * *

NUCLEAR ARMAMENTS

STOCKPILING OF WEAPONS BY SOVIET UNION

Mr. Gordon Taylor (Bow River): Madam Speaker, now
hear this! Last Saturday the news media reported that 500,000
people turned out in Moscow in a peace march protesting the
deployment of United States missiles in Europe. This is hypo-
crisy personified, when the Warsaw Pact has been building
and testing missiles extensively during the last few years and

now has three times the number of mobile surface to air
missiles, double the number of land divisions, three times the
number of anti-aircraft artillery, four times the number of
tanks, as does NATO, which includes the U.S.A., to say
nothing about its 7,500 aircraft capable and equipped to
deliver nuclear weapons, or its scores and scores of submarines
now carrying ballistic missiles.

Of course Communist leaders tell none of these facts to the
Russian people, but while NATO and the U.S.A. actively
work for Strategic Arms Reduction Talks and are committed
to negotiate an equitable and verifiable agreement on strategic
nuclear weapons, Moscow communists quietly build up their
stockpile of missiles and submarines, and send their fifth
columns throughout the western world to talk peace.

Yes, let us continue to negotiate for arms reduction on an
equitable, mutual, and verifiable basis with the communists,
but let them not think that we are blind to their avowed
objective, namely, the domination of the world.

* * *

INDIAN AFFAIRS

ANNIVERSARY OF 1763 ROYAL PROCLAMATION

Mr. Jim Manly (Cowichan-Malahat-The Islands): Madam
Speaker, today is the two hundred and twentieth anniversary
of the Royal Proclamation of 1763. This Proclamation, one of
Canada's oldest constitutional documents, recognized the basic
rights of Indian nations and directed that all negotiations
should be on a government to government basis. The basic
intent of this document was emphasized in many treaties when
Indian people were assured that they could continue their
traditional way of life. Failure to respect the spirit of the
Royal Proclamation has led to the basic mistrust by Indians of
federal and provincial Governments. Positive action is needed
on the part of all Canadians to implement the spirit of the
Royal Proclamation of 1763.

A basic change must be made in the traditional pattern of
Canadian politics which has led to the disintegration of Indian
life, the assimilation of its people, and the dismal social and
economic conditions in which they struggle. On this two
hundred and twentieth anniversary of the Royal Proclamation,
all Canadians should commit themselves to working together
so that Indian nations can take their rightful place in the
Canadian federation.


