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Question of Privilege
time I asked a supplementary question recom-
mending to the minister that the local immi-
gration offices be used as centres for receiving
applications for citizenship.

On March 4 I asked a further question of
the minister with regard ta whether the
review had been completed, and I was ad-
vised that the matter was still under review.
On March 9, having had an inquiry from
one of my constituents with regard to where
she should apply for citizenship, I consulted
the registrar of citizenship and was advised
that the order still stood and that citizens
must go to Kitchener, but that in a week
or ten days a change would likely be made.

On March 12, just three days later, the
Ontario provincial Liberal member of par-
liament announced as follows through the
Guelph Mercury:

It is now confirmed that applicants for Canadian
citizenship in the Guelph area will be accom-
modated in much the same way as before. Harry
Worton, M.P.P. Wellington South, has been offi-
cially advised by K. C. Foster, registrar, citizenship
registration branch, Department of Citizenship and
Immigration, of this arrangement. Arrangements
have now been completed so that applicants for
Canadian citizenship in Guelph may now file
papers at our immigration office in the federal
building in Guelph. Hearings and presentations will
also take place as formerly in the city of Guelph.
Advertisements will be released to newspapers
shortly advising the public of these new arrange-
ments.

Now, Mr. Speaker, my point of privilege
is-and I would like to say first of all that
the provincial member of parliament is a most
highly respected member and he and I have
always maintained the best of relationships-
first, since immigration is a federal matter,
as the elected representative of the people
of Wellington South I feel I should have been
consulted with regard to any proposed changes
and advised of any new arrangements. Second,
the registrar of citizenship should at least
have had the courtesy to send me, as the
federal elected representative, a copy of the
letter he sent to the Liberal provincial mem-
ber.

Third, the facts have been misrepresented
to my constituents. They have been misin-
formed, because as late as 10.30 this morning
new Canadians, who very often have language
problems and feelings of insecurity, when
applying for applications at the county court
office or at the immigration office in Guelph
were being told that they must still apply to
Kitchener, in spite of the newspaper article
and letter sent to the provincial member
advising to the contrary.
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I conclude by saying that my constituents
have been misled and misinformed by the
Department of Citizenship and Immigration,
and I trust immediate steps will be taken to
have this whole matter clarified.

Hon. J. R. Nicholson (Minister of Citizen-
ship and Immigration): Mr. Speaker, first I
want to thank the hon. member who has just
spoken for his courtesy in giving me notice
that he was going to raise this question of
privilege. At the outset I want to say that
the letter which was written by an official
of the department was in reply to a letter
he received from a provincial member of
parliament. There was a misunderstanding
on his part of the situation, at least a
misunderstanding of an earlier letter written
before I took over responsibility for the
department.

I want to assure the bon. member that for
this part of Ontario no decision has actually
been reached on this matter, and I have asked
my parliamentary secretary to arrange a
meeting in my office, or another convenient
meeting place, a week from tomorrow, Friday
morning, which the hon. member and all other
members of parliament regardless of party
will be invited to attend, and I hope we can
settle and put an end to the situation that
has existed for many months. I am hopeful
we will be able to agree on a realistic pro-
gram that can be put into effect before the
end of the month.

THE CANADIAN ECONOMY
TABLING OF REPORT "PRIVATE AND PUBLIC

INVESTMENT IN CANADA-OUTLOOK 1965"

Hon. Mitchell Sharp (Minister of Trade
and Commerce): Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to
table in English and in French a report,
"Private and Public Investment in Canada-
Outlook 1965."

Mr. Speaker: Does the house give consent?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Mr. Sharp: Mr. Speaker, the report in-
dicates that total capital expenditures in
Canada are expected to reach $12.3 billion this
year. Such a program, if realized, would be
14 per cent above actual outlays in 1964
and 31 per cent higher than the level of
capital spending in 1963. This means that the
new surge in capital expansion which began
a year or so ago is still going on.

On the basis of reported intentions, capital
spending in the business community will be
up by 12 per cent this year compared with
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