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Peace Treaties

a little bit of the white man’s burden which
has been borne by Britain so well and honour-
ably and at such expense, and to join with
Greal Britain in attempting to carry part of
that load with her. It would have, for one
thing, meant that we would have had closer
contact with the problems of Germany. It
would have meant, too, that our hand would
bave been sirengthened in pressing our claim
to a rightful position at the peace table
and in making our representations there.
Since we have gone out of Germany it makes
it harder for us to get in again and to come
to grips with the problem.

Moreover, I think that those who have
been through the situation in relation to the
military government in Germany realize as
well that it is common knowledge over there
that the Canadian government gave little or
no encouragement to Canadian personnel who
wanted to have a part in the military govern-
ment structure of Germany under the allied
control council. Added to that is the fact
that, having withdrawn our troops, our posi-
tion has been weakened.

I do not wish to emphasize unduly this
latter point, because after all I want our
position to be as strong as it possibly can be,
but I wish to point out the weaknesses which
parliament and the country have to consider.
In making our representations now, we must
of course avoid the appearance of being long
on talk and short on works. That is one of
the things that we must keep before us; it
must be one of Canada’s policies, to make
sure that we do not fall into that temptation.
I stand, and this party stands, with the
government in this matter as solidly as
parliamentarians can, recognizing that inas-
much as Canada went into the war through
the front door, we do not relish being merely
a keyhole-peeker when the peace is discussed
over there.

This is a matter upon which all political
parties, and people regardless of their political
views, can join. It is about time the big four
discarded this new international slogan of
theirs, which seems to be that “four is com-
pany and five is a crowd”. That appears
to me to size it up in commonplace terms
and to indicate what we are up against in
the circumstances. This nation must not
take this thing lying down, and at the foreign
ministers’ meeting at Moscow in a few days’
{ime the Canadian government will, I hope,
vigorously press our claim to adequate partici-
pation in the peace that we helped to win.

In this position this party will give the
government its active, unqualified support
and help, because we must show to the world
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that we mean business as a nation, and in
such a stand we are prepared to throw our
political differences aside and to speak with
a united and powerful voice in every council
of the world.

I come mnext to the question of the
German peace settlements. One has to see the
battered, and blitzed and beaten Germany to
have a real conception of the problems of
reconstruction there. It will be a long time
before prostrate Germany even gets up on
her knees, let alone on her feet, economically,
financially and perhaps politically. Canada
does well, I believe, in her submission to
recognize that Germany is not just a Euro-
pean problem. She is everybody’s problem,
and we may as well face it; she is a highly
inflammable pile of international kindling.
Therefore it is important to every person in
Canada that the government’s stand for a
stronger and more powerful participation in
the peace treaties should be supported.

Germany is the international trouble spot
No. 1, because over this fallen German frame
powers could and might clash in the days that
lie ahead. Shall defeated Germany be a part
of the western conception of democracy or
part of eastern totalitarianism? Which way
she leans will make a substantial difference to
the future of the world and the prospects of
permanent peace. Germany is not simply at
the parting of the ways. Germany is actually
in the parting of the ways in the matter of
geography and in every other respect. Therein
lies the danger for this country. Germany is
no longer a nation. Germany is just a people.
That, I believe, makes Canada’s argument
even stronger against following the precedent
of 1919, against putting Germany too early
into a ready-made straitjacket of peace,
because if Germany is put into a straitjacket
now two things are likely to happen: either
she will become dwarfed in that straitjacket
or she will expand beyond its capacity. Either
will be bad, and I -think the international
statute idea of the government is a good one.
It is one that gives an opportunity for Ger-
many to come out of the convalescent stage.
Germany today has not even the legal capa-
city, even if a shadow government is put up
for that purpose, to make a bargain with the
victor nations. Because of that, this govern-
ment’s policy in connection with the interna-
tional statute deserves every possible
commendation.

I should have liked to mention in the dis-
cussion of these matters what those of us saw
who had an opportunity of going across
Germany a year ago—and I am told there has



