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very good feeling when, upon delivering your
hogs, you find that some of them are three
pounds overweight and you are docked three
dollars, or at the rate of a dollar a pound.

Mr. GARDINER: That is ail gone.
Mr. BURTON: That is ail gone, but it is

something we had ta contend with, and some
of us farmers do flot forget these things s0
easily.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: The grading is tougher
now.

Mr. GARDINER: The gaverninent did
flot do that.

Mr. BURTON: We were docked at, that
rate, and flot so long aga. I could stili hunt
up the aId slips ta show yýou.

Mr. GARDINER: That was under an
arrangement entered into between the pro-
ducers and the packers; it was flot a govern-
ment arrangement.

Mr. BURTON: Yes. But hiein is the point.
We hav e ta operate under these arrangements
as they vary from time ta time. There is
stili quite a loss ta the far-mer if hae cannot
get bis lbogs off at the right time. They are
graded as tbny go thraugh the packing plants.
1 quite agrce tliat grading should take place
and 1 ani content that tbis ins~pection should
go on, but the point 1 w'ould bring ta the
ministcr's attention is tbat we are graded 50
fine wbien txe produce aur hogs and deliver
them ta the plant. A railway mian told me at
one time that if it continued the way it is
now we farmers would soon be sending our
hags to market by parcel post, because it
was almost impossib)le ta get them fine enough
for the grade line, and consequcntly we would
be shoving thera off individually instead of
in lots. But when consumers of meat ga ta
tbe butcher shops or tbe meat-handling estab-
lishments, wbere cao they ask far the t.bick
smootbs, the extra heavies, the B-I's, tbe AA's,
and sa on? We take aur eut wben we deliver
a bog whicb weighs a few pounds overweiglbt.
but neither I nor any other consumer bas the
privilege of stepping ino a butcher shop and
saying, 'I want a slice of bacon or a eut of
bain fromt an extra beavy hag". Tbat is a
condition of tbings to whicb we abject, and
object, most strenuously. We accept aur cut
in an endeavour to get the standard of bacon
up to what tbe department says it must be
so as ta carry an our export trade.

Mr. GARDINER: I am sure tbe bion. menm-
ber dans not want ta misrepresent tbe matter.
Tbere are different grades cf bacon in the
butcher sbop. 1 believe tberc is a difference
,of $3 or so betwc.-en top grades and seconds.

Mr. BURTON: Quite truc. Youi have side
bacon, different kinds of bacon, and different
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kinds of park that you cari buy. In the case
of beef, wbich is flnisbed up ta a certain
degree, you have red label beef and blue label
beef, and again you have tbe ordinary butcher
variety, as anc may say; but as regards pork
there i no such choice, and the consumer
bias flot that benefit. That is one of the
points I wish to bring to the minister's
attention.

Mr. CARDIFF: With reference ta the min-
ister's statement yesterday, who sets the
difference in price between the different grades
of Log,,? At page 3103 cf yesterday's Hansard
tbe minister made the following statement:

Folloiving tbe discontinuation of the packers
preiniouni cf $1 per head an A grade carcasses
as at April 10, 1944, a differential cf 40 cents
per 100 pcunds between A grade and Bi grade
carcasses was agreed ta, with prices paid for
otber grades ta be determnined by, and based
an, actual value.

Who sets that actual value?

Mr. GARDINER: There is really no estab-
lishcd price on aIl the different grades cf hogs.
The price of heavies may be a littie bigber at
anc time than anather because there is a
scarcity cf tbem and a demand for that type
cf park. Thcy may vary, but there is no
definite set price that must be paid for beavies
in any particular market. If there are toc
many beavies the price will be lower, and if
there are not enough heavies it will go up
samnewhat. The variation takes place, but
tbiere is fia bard and fast rule. As a matter of
fact, campetition on the market retains the
position pretty well. People buying for a
particular market bid against ane another,
and the tendeocy is for prices ta be much the
samne as a result cf the experience tbey have
an the market. But there is fia one wbo says
that sucb and such bas ta be the price.

Mr. CARDIFF: I do not tbink. the minister
lias answered the question. I am still at a
lass ta knaw how the price is set. That is
wlbat I am trying ta get at.

Mr. GARDINER: The basic price cf hogs
since the war started bas been pretty well set
by the agreement with Britain wbicha takes
frara sevcnty ta eigbty per cent cf the
product, and that bias set the floor price ever
since we entered ino these cantracts. Early
in1 the war, when there was a scarcity of park
an this market, because we were taking great
quantities off and sending tbcm ta Great
Britain, the price cf park sold in Canada was
munch bigber than the price obtained for the
park, that wvent averseas, and the price an this
market therefore averaged somewhere between
those twc prices. Since we have had price
cantrol we have set a ceiling for park, ot for
lîags but for park, and we bave gradually
raised the price of the British cantract until
ta-day there is not a vcry wide margin


