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discard the principles which he affected to
hold most dearly. I do not know what
advice the hon. gentleman is getting as the
result of the publicity given to this propos-
ed change. I hope that he will take advan-
tage of the present situation to deny that
he has any intention of proceeding further
and by disbanding that committee.

‘We have had lots of misrepresentation,
and I think many of the misrepresentations
—and I want to be fair about it—were
made in the heat of conflict, as they are
. often made, without proper information as
to the facts. But I would like to impress
upon the gentlemen who now form part of
the administration that misrepresentations
can no longer be indulged in, that we are
entitled to facts and that the business of
the country should be conducted on a basis
of facts. Let me illustrate what I mean
by this, and I am going to address myself
again to the Mirister of Labour. I do
not know whether many of the gentlemen
in the House have had the privilege of
hearing the Minister of Labour talk. He
is a most eloquent and convincing talker.
I think sometimes he gets carried away
by his own eloquence, and says a great
many things which he never intended to
say. I may be wrong, but at any rate I
would like to apnroach the discussion of
one or two matters to which I am going
to call the attention of the House, in that
spirit.

Oh, Mr. Speaker, you should have heard
the eloquence of my friend in the last cam-
paign. You should have heard his denunci-
ation of trusts and combines. He left
nothing to be desired. These denunciations
were delivered with the greatest force and
eloquence and there were some peculiarly

. bad combines which he directed special at-
tention to. He did me the honour of com-
ing to my constituency and delivering a
tremendous address denouncing anything
and  everything in his endeavour to
make a hit. I have notes of his
address taken at the time. He picked
out for a very special part of his
attack these iniquitous trusts and combines.
He fastened all this upon the back of the
late government. They were the protec-
tors of the trusts; they created them;
they fathered them; they aided them; the
trusts were their children. He quoted
Biblical phrases in connection with them;
he found new decalogues in connection with
them, and he wus going to do tremendous
things with them. Why, you should have
heard him speak of Sir Charles Gordon

[Sir Henry Drayton.]

of that iniquitous concern, the Dominion
Textile Company, the concern that he had
been waiting for two long years for an
opportunity to hale before a proper investi-
gating committee and to exhibit in all its
nakedness and frightfulness to the Cana-
dian people!

There was another concern that he said
a great deal about, the Canada Cement
Company. He disposed of the Dominion
Textile Company and the Canada Cement
Company to his complete satisfaction, but
he never told the people that both those
companies were incorporated under the
Liberal regime. His charge was that they
were Conservative creations. The fact is
that the merger of the Canada Cement
Company took place in 1909, and the mer-
ger of the Dominion Textile Company took
place on January 4, 1905. I am making
no charges against those companies. The
charges were made by the Minister of
Labour. He has been in power for some
time; he has had an opportunity of con-
sidering the case of that awful man, Sir
Charles Gordon. He has passed upon his
case; he has sentenced him for his crimes
and iniquities by sending him over to Genoa
for the purpose of representing this coun-
try at that great conference. The minister
(Mr. Murdock) laughs. Oh, the election is
over! He charged us with having the sup-
port of these companies; and if he did not
know, he ought to have known that, at the
very time those charges were made the
name of Sir Charles Gordon was to be
found upon the nomination papers of the
Minister of Justice (Sir Lomer Gouin).
That was the sort of thing that we took
uncomplainingly.

The hon. member had a bigger com-
plaint than that. Sir, the most monstrous,
the most dreadful octopus, the worst of all
the companies in the world, the one that
surpassed all others in frightfulness,
according to his way of putting it, was
that dreadful organization known as the
British Empire Steel Company. Why, my
hon. friend waxed eloquent even for him;
he rose to a height of superlative eloquence
when he was denouncing that concern, and
he went on to tell the people how he had
investigated it and had found that, in the
capitalization of the company there was
no less than $230,000,000 represented by
water or by good will. He went on to
draw such a harrowing picture that it would
bring tears to the eyes of the most harden-
ed, as to the tremendous, awful burden that
was cast upon the unfortunate people of
Canada who would have to pay for all time



