©

MARCH 13, 1903

10

which we gather from that history. It is
but a century and a half ago since these
imperial peoples were striving for the
mastery with bitter hate. HEach called to
its aid the savage Indian as auxiliary, and
in many a peaceful home women and
children fell beneath the savage tomahawk
or the bloody scalping knife, as the war-
party of the one or the other made incur-
sion in those iron days that are past. We
know that after battles more creditable to
the participants than these awful eruel
forays fought by men brave and heroic,
battles fought with varying success, won
alternately by one and the other, victory
perched on the banner of Great Britain ;
and, in 1763, by the treaty of Paris, Canada
took her place among the family of young
nations within the British Empire. What
optimist, the most pronounced at that time,
but would have prophesied nothing other
than a century of strife and hatred, after
a war so terrible as that which had just
been concluded ? But what was the event.
In less than thirteen years after that, our
French Canadian brothers repudiated with
scorn the invitation to join the revolted
colonies, and arming themselves to repel the
invasion of the Americans, slew their
leader below the frowning walls of old Que-
bee, and planted the British flag more firmly
than ever on the ramparts of that world
famous citadel. After less than half a cen-
tury, came the war of 1812, that struggle
of the few against the many. Once more
our French Canadian brothers sprang to
arms, and, under gallant DeSalaberry hurl-
ed back the alien foe at Chateauguay, a sec-
ond time saving Canada to the British
Crown. Very shortly thereafter, when our
torefathers—then called rebels, now called
patriots—took up arms for the achievement
of those rights which they felt to be their
due, Quebec, under Papineau, was no whit
behind Ontario under Mackenzie, and, while
both uprisings were for the moment fail-
ures, the seed watered by patriot blood has
long since borne fruit in our splendid self-
government of to-day, a self-government at
the head of which sits our honoured chief,
a true British statesman of French origin.
And so, Sir, I think I may say that follow-
ing a war so cruel as that I have described,
when we find results so highly satisfactory,
we are not mere idle dreamers if we look
forward to the day when the two races in
South Africa will be united as the two
races are united here by ties of mutual re-
spect and regard. )

Among the chief event of the year that
has passed one must give no secondary
place to the crowning of His Gracious
Majesty XKing Edward VII. of Eng-
land, King Edward I.,, of United Can-
ada. We can easily recall the sorrow that
came upon us when we learned so unex-
pectedly that His Majesty had been strick-
en down with an illness which threatened
to be fatal in its results, and I can assure

you, that our loyalty to the King was in-
creased by our sympathy with the man in
proportion to this was our joy at his com-
plete recovery, and I can say in all truthful-
ness that not one in all the long line of Brit-
ish sovereigns ever rode to the Minster with
more sincere acclaims than did our King.
From the standpoint of military representa-
tion, it is somewhat a disappointment to say
that Canada was almost unrepresented at
the King's coronation. But, for this, the
untoward event of the King’s illness was
alone to blame. Composed of 657 picked
men, the contingent of Canada almost
doubled in' numbers the contingents from
the Cape, New Zealand and Australia,
and almost quadrupled the forces from any
one of these alone. I can assure you that
if this contingent did have to come back
owing to the fact that when the King’s
operation in June was announced we were
assured on the highest authority that the
coronation could not follow until October,
it was not time and money wasted, for
these men saw and were seen. Every-
where, in London, in Southampton, in
Liverpool, they were met by people in huge
crowds who turned out to give them wel-
come—to give them welcome as a demons-
tration of the feelings which were held
toward them because of the achievements
of our brave brothers in arms from Canada
in South Africa, achievements freshened in
the minds of the people by the recent events
at Hart’'s River with which that whole
country was then ringing. Now, Sir—and
in making the remarks I am about to make
I hope I shall not be accused of too plain
speaking, or be held to belong too much to
that modern school of diplomacy which be-
lieves in speaking the truth in the case of
nations as well as individuals—I would call
attention to the fact that five years ago
a contingent was sent to England to cele-
brate the diamond jubilee of Her Gracious
Majesty Queen Victoria, and it met with a
hearty welcome indeed. But what a dif-
ference between then and now! In
the former case we found that hospitality
was the keynote and that, while the air
was friendly enough, it was, to some extent
patronizing nevertheless. This came as a
surprise to Canadians, because, arguing
from the historical record and from race
ancestry they knew that they were the peers
of any within the broad confines of the
empire. But they learned that the English
did not know it. Meantime South Africa
had intervened, and what a change had
come over the spirit of the times. Our Eng-
lish friends had learned to recognize the
worth of Canadians, and, with that honesty
and generosity which is characteristic of
them when they do know, they were
not slow to extend to us full recognition for
the work our men had done and to give Cana-
dians due equality. And so, in this case,
our men had the satisfaction of fecling the
new state of affairs, where to some extent



