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given, not to the courts, but to the Federal'
Government and Parliainent. It is not.
therefore, a judicial but a political appeal,
and as such is to be exercised not only for
the benefit of the minority but for the good:
and welfare of the Canadian people as a:
whole. This is the true interpretation of th%
constitution. and the hon. gentleman is sur-
prised at the attitude which I have taken
upon this question. Let me tell him, as he
well knows that there is no party to
this controversy. not even tlie govern-
ment of Manitoba, which ever denied
that the power of appeal existed in
this Parliament, which ever denied that we
hdtd the power to interfere and lay violent
hanls upon the legislation of Manitoba.
But. Sir. though we have that power. all
reasonable mien. all those who love their
country. insist that it shall not be exercis-
ed vioblently, but that it shall be usied only
as a last resort wien every other means
had failed to obtain that degree of justieC
due to the complaining minority. Th lion.
gentleman kncws right well that this is the
view naintained by the Manitoba govern-
ment themnselves. Let me quote to hii tha-
very language of the Attorney Generail of
Manfitoba in answer to the communiention
of the Dominion Governmxent :

tled satisfactorily to all let me make one
exception. I know full well that any settle-
ment we can make, however just, however
fair, however nieritorious it may be, it Is
condemned in advance by those extreme
men who are ready to exact their pound
of flesh even though they are cutting it out
of the very heart of their country, those
men who, whether they belong to one sec-
tion of the Conservatives or the other are
to-day sharpening their knives. in order to
obtain from the bleeding corpse of their
country, not justice but the satisfaction of
revenge. These nien I do not expect ever
to satisfy. But I ex)ect we shal be able
to satisfy all reasonable ien, all right-
minded nien, all those who, whatever may
be their views upon this question, are pre-
pared for the sake of peace, harnony and
good-fellowship. to muake somue sacrifice upon
the altar of their common country even of
opinion and preference. And i hopc that
when we appeal to the sense of fair-play of
justice and generosity in behalf of a united
Canada. it will meet with a clear and un-
mistakable response froin all classes. But
I should despair of the future of my coun-
try, not merely as to the settlement of this
question but as to the settIenent of every
other question which may cone up if the

'1 he remedy sought to he applied is fraught lliIsI111 tU Uy1iWli. geleman op
with great danger to the principle of provincial posite and his friends were to prevail in
autonony. An ind2pmndent consideration of te this country, if those who bow bot and
subject. as well as the recognized constitutional cold who to-day are vociferously clamour-
practice in analagc;us cases, clearly indicates ing against the poiiy which they support-
that it shculd only be made use of as a last re- cd no iater than the month of June were
sort : and after the clearest possible case has to prevail.
been made out. it is bvious that so drastic pro- Sir, the hon. gentleman dealt a few

ing as the coercion of a province in order moments ago with a subjeet whlch I wa
to impose upon it a policy repugnant to the
declared wishes of the people can only be justi- flot surprised that le should tackle, because
flied by clear and unnistakable proof of flagrant it is one w-ich I am sure must have caused
wrong-doing on the part of the provincial au- hini some uneasiness and even pain as a
thority. Canadian for some tiie. because ne cannot
You have there the admission by the gov- bu regret. I hope. at ail events, that e
ernment of Manitoba themsel-es that they does regret the language whieh lie made use
neyer denied the jurisdiction of this Par- of on former occasions. The hon. gentle-
lianient. but what the denied was th(> man bas at iast taken Issue wlth me because
rigt of this Goverument t interfere In the, I reproached hiI that upon that question
w-ay proosed without Investigating the sub-' lie had made an appeal to feelings of race
jeet in a proper and friendly spirit as they and religious prejudice. Well, Sir. accept
had hore than once asked shoud be doue. the challenge, and Irepeat to-day t hei
The frst duty of the eomneinion overnment presence the. charge which h preferred
wen teis appeal of the minorty was against hm througiout the provnces -1
brouglit before them six long years ago was visited during the late election. Here In
at once to aispy to the government of Mai the great assizes of the nation, before the
toba. t treat withothem and to endeavour assembed representatives of thereople. 1
to settie the question amicably. Sir. they arraign the hon. gentleman and his frIends
failed to do -that. But whe we cabn to for thatlen the late election t-ey did their
power the very first thing we did was that utmost te arouse the religous prejudices not
wheh shouid have l n do e by gentlemen ouly a the people hi Quebec but those of n e
opposite-fwe appied at once te the gover- Protestant and Englase speaking provinces
ment oet Manitoba. The government of, as wel. Let us Join Issue atonoe. The
Manitoba responded. They sent here their ho. gentleman quoted the speech le de-
Attornedy Generat. We conferred. Al I eauivered at Winnipeg. Let me quote It again.
say at the present timen w thati have every -stthhnk the very words that le read

ieason to hope, every reason te benleve. that
when again this Pariat ent assembles. this their baks upon me want to make another
question wiil have been settled satisfac. appeal, and t hIs thisl: I want to know where
toriiy te aIl parties concerned. Sir. when: Is the man wth any braeIn hise ead, where
1 say that this question wlll have been set-;7ol the man who bas any capacty for exercsing
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