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which are the most important in public servants
are precisely the ones which no competitive ex-
amination will touch. Still, I think the Govern-

ment ought to be chary about abolishing qualifying ex-
aminations which are tolally different from competitive
examinations; and I hope the Secretary of State and the
Ministers generally, will be firm upon that point and see
that no man is promoted, as of course, from one class to
another without Eassing & reasonable qualifying examina-
tion. I would like to know from the First Minister, as this
is a quostion of policy, whether he sees his way at all to in-
troduce competilive examinations in the first rank, I admit
that after tho first appointment competitive examinations
ceasos to a great extent to be a good test, but I still think
that competitive examination, particularly if a number of
peoplo are applying, as I see they are, would be a great
safeguard, both to the public service and perhaps to the
gentlemen themselves.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. After the bost con-
sideration I have been able to give to the matter, I think it
would be very difficult to have a qualifying examination
which would satisfy the heads of the Departments. We
have found that, in fact, a competitive examination, which
allowed the highest number of marks to give a priority or
right to the appointment, would result in denuding the
common schools of all their schoolmasters, The hon. gentle-
man shakes his head, but I can assure him that there is a
rush of schoolmasters for appointment in the servics, and
they, of course, are able to do the most abstruse problems in
arithmetic and geometry, qualifications which may be very
valuable in a teacher, but which are not, perhaps, so ob-
viously useful in a clerk in an office.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Would not the age test
pretty effectually exclude these ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. No; there are a great
number of them under 35,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Doues the Civil Service
Act allow them to be examined up to that age ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Oh, yes, up to 35
If you look over the list of those who have got marks
in book-keeping and arithmetic, a majority of them are
school-masters, and many of them are farmers’ sons who
have passed the qualifying examinations. A man may
havo half-a-dozen eong, and he wants to gec one of them in
the public service. If a civil servant has good physical
healih, sufficient education, and has passed the qualifying
cxamination, he thinks he should not be cut out by the man
who taoght him arithmetic. I do not think it wonld be
right. Some of these special qualifications, of course, at
once give & claim to consideration. I know both that in

the Department of the Interior when I was at the head of | P

it, and in the Indian Department, we have found it neces-
sary espocially to look out for good accountants, A
good accountant is very difficult to get, and we take
great care on that point in selecting from those who
have passed examinations in book-keeping and arithmetic.
We have taken great care about that matter., With that
qualifying examination we should be slow in introducing
competitive examinations into the service. Of course the
moment parties are placed on the list as qualified to hold
offi e, the Minister at the head of the Department makes his
own selection, and I dare say hon. gentlemen opposite wonld
not object to the practice that there should be a kindly
foeling of preference giving to sons of political supporters—
I think whether it were considered oﬁ(i)ectionable or not it
would be practiced by any Administration,

Mr. MILLS. The Committee understands from the First
Minister that the system of competitive exsminations is one
which the Government have declined to adopt and that they
are satisfied with the qualifying examination. It seems fo

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.

me that the qualifying examination has in many instances
been very greatly qualifiel, I think I can give names of
parties in the service who have failed to pass the examina-.
tion, and with respect to whom the First Minister would find
it difficult to say they were specially qualified.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 1 should like to hear
thom.

Mr. MILLS. It is perfectly obvious from the statement
of the First Minister, that the system of political appoint-
ments is to be kept alive; that the Government are resolved
to appoint their friends, and that the most the qualifying
examination does is to protect them against persons notor-
iously unfit for the public service being thrown into it. We
know that in England one of the principal objects aimed at
by the system of examination is that the special fitness of
the parties offering themselves as candidates shall determine
whether they shall or shall not enter the public service.
If they show themselves eminently well qualified then they
are appointed, and their political preference is a matter
which 18 never taken into consideration. We know now
from the statement of the First Minister that the English
rule at all events is not to be the rule here, and that the
appointments are as much political to-day as thoy have
ever been. What is the result of this particular system ?
It ig that when parties cannot undergo examination, or are
not inclined to undergo them, other grounds for the ap-
pointment will be sought. 1 might ask the Minister of
Militia, whethor Colonel Bacon or Mr. Donaldson, the latter
of whom was not in the public service at the time, the
Civil Service Act was adopted, passed the examination
before they entered the service? I might ask the first
Minister whether the son of Mr. Boultbee, who I under-
stand is in one of the Departments, has undergone the ex-
amination, or whether he is specially qualified for tho post
which he occupies.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, I am quite sure the son
of Mr. Boultbee passed the examination, or he i3 not in the
Civil Service.

Mr. MILLS. I thiok heisin one of the Dopartments,”
How far do Ministers supervise the examinations? While
the Government may determine generally what the cha-
racter of the examination should be, beyond that the exa-
mination should never be interfered with by the Administra-
tion. If there is any class of men in this country who ought
to have nothing to do with the examinations, or interfere
in any way with them, it is that of the Ministers of the
Crown, The Board of Examiners should be wholly inde-
pendent and distinet from the Government, and the exa-
minations ought to be conducted in such a way that the
ublic will feel that everyone examined has been fairly
dealt with, that there has been no favouritism, gnd that the
standing of each one is fairly indicated by the answers given
to the questions and the conclusions arrived at by the exa-
miners. This is a matter of very great importance, and I
repeat it is specially important that the examiners should
be wholly free and indepandent of any interference on the
part of Ministers.

Mr. CHAPLEAU. The Ministers have nothing to do
with the examinations. The examiners, moreover, are per-
fectly independent, If there has been any interference by
the Government it has been only on one or two oceasions
after the examinations have taken place, when complaint
was made that something was done decidedly out of what
was intended to be done under the rules. For instance, in
one examination for promotion special questions of arith-
metic were considered to be of such a complicated character
that the number of points was reduced slightly by the
examiners themselves. So far as the examinations are con-
cerned, the Ministers have nothing to do with them up to



