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SaCKGROULIL LiUTE

The Conference has been called to deal with two

perspectives of the world food problem:

() the immediate proeblem vhich is one of depleted
world graih stocks, high prices for foocdgrains, petroleum
and agricultural inputs, physiczl shortage of fértilizers,
and strain on the balance of payments of most devcloping

countries; and

(b) the ldnger term problem, i.e., the dtuation
as it can be projected to 1985.

The basic conclusion of the asscssment, on which
proposals for national and internationzl acticn Liefore
the Conference are based, is that, while there are _
reasonable prospects for a balance between world demand
and supply of foodgrains by 1985, this would be based .
essentially on the productive capacity of the doveloped : - -
countrics. However, if current trends were to continue,ltheA
import reguirements of the developing countries would by then
be of the orcder of 80 to 90 million tons a year. This is
rcgarded as an unmanageable situation on virtually anv
ascumption ubout the prospective capacity of the developing
countrics to pay for imports of foodgrains of that order o

magnitude.

The major cmphasis of the Conference, therelore,
is likely to be on proposals to increcase the capacity of
the develening countries to produce fozd. The Coaference

will also, however, address itself to the problem of
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