
Garbage fertiiIzes farmn land

In an attempt ta reduce energy costs and
prevent the furtiier deterloration of agri-
cultural land resulting fron' heavy use of
chemicals, farmers in two southern Ont-
ario communities are planning ta turu
garbage inta rlch, organie fertilizer,
reports Brian Toiler in Qrnadtan Renew-
able Energy News, May 1980.

"'We've not been able ta restare the
sal at the rate we've been uslng it up,"
says Joan Lowden, aecretary of the
Hamditon-Wentworth Federation of Agri-
culture in Hamilton, Ontario. "We never
used ta tink it would hurt that much,
but the soil ia compacting."

At least one fariner in the agricu1-
turally-rlch Niagara penninaula had no
crop last year because the soil la in such
iiad shape, Lowden said. A lacic of
humus, the by-prc>duct af decampaslng
organic substances such as nianure and
con' husks, la the cause of these poar soi
conditions, aie saya.

Meanwhile, mi riopalities are runnliig
out of space for dlapoalng of garbage in
larnd-ffll aites, so Lowden and her aso-
ciates have decided ta kill two birds witi'
one atone by composting reaidential
garbage and aelllng tihe hunius-laden fertil-
izer ta area farinera for $ 10 a tan.

Quebec votes "nio" to sovereignty-association

In an historic referendum held May 20,
Quebecers denied the Parti Québécois gov-
ernent of the province of Quebev a man-
date ta negotiate sovereignty-asaoclation.

The referendum question had asked
Quebecera ta decide if they would give the
Quebec government a mandate ta nego-
tiate Quebec's independence, while at the
saine tume maintalning an economic asso-
ciation wltii the reat of Canada.

The proposai of the Parti Québécois
government was defeated by a vote of
2,171,913 (59.5 per cent) against, while
1,478,200 (40.5 percent) vated in favaur.
A record number of Quebecers -84 per
cent of the. electorate - voted in tiie
referendum, up 7 per cent froin the. 1976
provincial election-

The "no" aide won a majarity of votes
in all but twa reglanu, SageayLa4aint-
Jean anid Côte-Nord, which represent 5
per cent of the. Quebec population. On
average the. "no" side won 57 per cent of
the. vote iu coiistltuencles wîtii French-~
speaking majorities. Thie "yes" aide re-
ceivecl the. sme percentage of thie popular
vote as the. Parti Québécois received in
the. 1976 election.

Provincial Liberal leader Claude Ryan,
the. leader of the "no forces supparting
federaliani, told a victory rally after the
vote that the. outcome illuatrated "~the
depth of aur Canadian roata", and that
Quebecers betieve that their future lies
within a federal Canada. Mr. Ryan cliam-.
e4 a inajority in every sectar of the

voters.
Premier René Lévesque told a rally of

supporters tliat the defeat in the. referen-
duni 'hurta me more than any electaral
defeat". H. sad tiiat the Quebec people
iiud '"cIearly given (federalism) anotiier
chiance" and valled upon Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau to rnake gaod is promisea

rebuilding. By voting for Canada the
people of Quebec have recagmized that
their feilow Canadians are prepared ta
liateri ta thein, ta understand them, and
ta meet their legitimate aspirations.

"But Quebecera have aima shown that
they tiienselvea are prepared ta hear
what other Canadians have ta say, ta find
out what their aspirations are and ta help
them ta realize their dreanis. We Can-
adiaiis are naw agreed on a cammon
destination, and that waa tie fundaniental
issue. What we must now do is ciart a
new course and agree on a cammon itin-
erary tawards that common destination.

"Such is the profound meaning, the
only possible interpretation of yesterday's
referendum. The. majorlty af Quebec
votera have refused ta give their provin-
cial government the mandate to negotiate
the wltiidrawal of Quebec froni tie Can-
adian federation even thougii tliey had
bei asaured aver and over again tiat that
could be done whie maintainlng sanie
faim of ecouomic association with the
reat of the. country. Those votera said no
because they put their confidence in
Canada,..

"On the other hand, we know that a
large proportion of tiose who voted "yes"
did so nat because tiiey were ii favour of
independence for Quebec but because
tiiey iiad doubta about aur assurances and
feit tiat they wouid better promote
changea by glving tactical support ta the
Parti Québécois.

" .. Attaptier, wiiut Qtuebucers exprea-
sed ... wa a miassive support for change
within the. federai framework. We cannot
venture ta ignore this wiJl ta change
which reflecta that of ail other areas in
the country and ta fait shiort of tie ex-
pectations of Canadians. Tis la wiy, on
May 14, 1 soleminly uaidertook ta launch
the. conatitutionat reuewal and never stop
workdng at it untit Canada finaily lias a
U@w constitution.

41fowever, we would b. decelving our-.
selves if we were to believe that it will b.
easy ta kcep this caramitinent. We shali
need the. constant support of the. Can-
adian people and thiier representatives
wltin titis Parliarnent. We are aima count-
lng on thie support af all provincial gov-
eruments, inciudlng tiat af Quebec. W.
unit alt hiave ta agre. on the. basic prlnci-
pies undertylng aur efforts. W. have ta b.
receptive to the. tieds and aprtions of


