
THE U-NI VERSITY MAGAZINE

is how t"i fest can best be done; not how littie wîll suffice
but how mucli can be ventured without the creation of
mischief,--and mischief dos sometimes arise out of a good
intention. Indeed, the burden of Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
ainendment ie that Mr. Borden's proposai for an ixnxe-
diate contribution "is not an assumption by Canada of lier
fair share in the maintenance of the naval strength of the
Empire." With ail persons animated by the same spirit
it sliould not be liard to find a way. And yet there are
difficulties which do not lie upon the surface. It is these
which it ia now proposed to, drag into the liglit, so that we
may see if they are as serious as they seem to bie. They
arise out of our eystem. of government, and as our institu-
tions are the best which have yet been devised, we must
not become impatient of the trials which are incidentai
to them.

The first business of a politiciani who leads the minority
le to gain coutrol of the government. But once a leader
la in control it will not do to enquire too curiously how lie
achieved it. The defeated must learn to forget, and the
victora strive for acquiescence. Tlie victorious leader should
lie tender of the susceptibilities of hie friends and careful
of the prejudices of hie opponents, as Mr. Borden lias been,
as some of hie followers have not. In so far as parties
are divided by principles it may bie that no compromise is
possible, and that a measure muet be driven through by
sheer weight of numbers and power; but the wisest poli-
tician le lie who uses the machinery at hie command with
the least display of force. In the end it le not one's oppo-
nents but one's friends who must be counted.

There are times, of course, when a leader must deal
ruthlesslv even with those friends who helDed him. to nower.
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