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visite to English Sohool-IIL.
Bv G. U. HAY.

The pupils iu our schools have home lessons to

learn, perhaps not in ail, but certainly in Most of

the schools in this part of Canada. The bther even-

in g 1 met a littie maid carryiug a load of six books

strapped together. -She told me she had a lesson

to learn for the morrow f rom. each book. If this

was doue with auy kind of thoroughness, it would

take considerable time f rom the child's recreation

liours. If it was doue by other pV~piIs of the -same

school a larger portion of the time of the teacher

would be taken up in hearing and rnarkiug recita-

tions insteadof teaching. If the teacher speuds au

hour or two in bier own preparation of the same

lessons that are given to the pupils,, there may be

an advantage in giving home lessons in moderation.

But it is not an advantage if the child bas to

mnany, and if the' preparation of these say 1es the

teacher the necessity of teaching.
Iu English elementary schools no homne lessons

are given to the pupil. A< teacher may stimulate

bis more ambitious' pupils to " look. into " the sub-

jecf-matter of a lesson at home, or a pupil *may do

s0 of his owu free will, but there appears to be no

compulsion. e,çercised iu the matter.

In a village school where I, spent a few hours, a-,

youug teacher was giving an oral lesson on history.

No. text-books, are used in history in English ele-

mentary schools, s0 far as I could le aru, but the

teacher gives orally stories of leadiug eve nts. ,The

class was.composed ofboys of the sixth standard,

about ten or eleven yéars of age. The story told

by the teacher was au incident f romi Nelsou's victory

of the Nile. The pupils were expected to listen

ettentively and- reproduce the story in their owu

words. The teacher had evidently caught'the spirit

of battle, for be repeated wjth *considerable unction

at every interval where hie seemned to lose the tbread

of the story, or to be at a loss for suitable ide1as,

" Our'fellows licked the French," a sentiment that

each youug- Briton before him religiously repro-

duced -wvhen it camne. to bis turn to give a version of

the story. The, .teacher had referred -everal times

to "Napoleon Bonaparte, the French admir-al, andt_

the little- cbap, bis son, Casabianca," and gave a

dramatic finish. to bis story by .recitiiig how "' the

admiral's flagship ' L'Orient,' blew up with the 'little

chap Casabianca at bis post on teek." No.ex-

plapation was given of tbe memnorable part of the

incident-that Casabiança was at his Post , n> obedi-
ence -to the orders of his clying father, nor was tIiere

a hint of the b4roism, of the boy and his, sacrifice

to duty. .After the class was dismissed, I ventured

to hint to the -teacher that Napoleon. was .flot CaW3

bianca's father, and that tlie i.lustrious 'general waý

flot even -in the battie of, the Nile. I hope the

teacher bas reconstructed his story by acdoser ex-

amination of the facts, -which lie could have doue in

the first place by some thoughtful, preparation of

bis work.
In this village school and in others that 1 visited&

the first hour of the niorning -was taken up, by -the

principal in giving religions instruction. On this

day hie impressed very clearly the duty of obedieuce,

the duty to God and to, one's neighbour,' the being

honest and faithful, and avoiding every appearance

of sin and'the lusts of the flesh. He spoke of the

care of God for every onç of us, îu kee-ping us in

bealth and providiug us with the good tbings of

if e. There was'nothing approaching to any dogina,

or creed in the teaching .of tÉat particular morniug,

and its, simplicity and directness impressed me.

In the infant department of this scbool thiere was

more of an approach to kindergarten methodathan

we usually see in the first classes of our primary

schools. ,All the teaching was doue f romn objects.

A class in tiumber was' adding and subtracting by

means of small shel's in figures above ten--or at

lcast the teacher was doing it for thém. The little

ones, between the ageýs of four and six, could of

course have no conception,' except in a few indi-

vidual cases, of what tbey wçre àttempting to do.,

In the- principals roomn two classes were being

taughlt at the same time, which led to considerable

confusiou. The desks aud furhishiugs of the. roomn

were. of Spartan plainuess and simplicity-woodefl

benches aud desks which made a harsh grating noise

ievery, time the 1y were moved, which was frequently,

along the stone ficor; the stone walls of the roomn

were ornamented with a few pictures, cbiefly qn

religions. subjects, aud autiquities, noue of thenio

à cheerful nature, and noue haviug refereuces to

characteristics of the country; or of its .institutions,

except the picture of, the King aud Queecu. The

scbool was -situated.,in the midst of what maybe

tjustly regarded as. the most beautiful scenery of

Englaud, and yet the building was thejmoat hope-

lessly plain i its exterior. and interior furnishings

of aay I 88W ja 'the Yillagc.

Plain English people.perbaps think. anythi*ng ià


