
THE ACTEON TRIAL

moutli of ilear River, and close iu witb the land. His brothier lives iu
the ininiediate neigbiborliood of Bear River; wenlt to bis b'Ouse. The
captain, mate ani some of the crew camse to the bouse. The captaini
seeined gre.ttly distresseti, andi together with the mate explainedb low
the vessel liat been wrested out of their bauds, andi asked wvitness, if
there was no reuiedy. Witness tolti theni hie was sure the law wvould
protect thenu: lie sent to Mr. MacDouald's for a copy of the law,ýs. -Ni.
MacDonald came with it hiuiself, wben wituess explaineti the lav to
theni as weli as lie coulti. Ou going out soou afterwards lie was iu-
foried that a person wisbcd to see hlmi in another room. On1 going
there lie founti it was the prisoner Burns. He stateti that bie considereti
the vessel bis property. Witness asked him if lie was flot one of the
crew, to whicli lie saiti he was not; that bie liad not signeti the articles
anti was mierely a passenger-that iu wbat hie bad doue lie liat acteti
under autliority, andi that hie had taken the vessel as a lawful prize on,
the higli seas. Witness endeavoureti to combat bis opinion but Buruis
tolti hîm that lie would find it ini page 409-, and tliat hie knew the law.
'Witness tbeu left hlm; lu comnig away lu the eveuing saiw Bturns
again outside. 11e stili persisteti that the vessel was bis. l1le said -:
excpecýt to see bier ou tliose rocks (pointing towards thenii) býefore
mornîng.' Witness remarked tbsit if sucb should i fortunateiy turiu-
out to bie tise case, that lie liopei lie would do ail lu bis power to as-
sist the captain andi mate, for the preservation of the property, t0
whichhle replied: *Never dîsobey orders.'

'Cross-exçaniined by Mr. Burns--Tbecaptalu sud maýte aplearetI to
bie younger nien than Burus. H1e did uot appear te -,ield to the argui-
ments used by tlie witness. H1e seemeti te think that lie bati a riglit
to tbe vessel.

'Re-exainineti by tbe Attornev-General- Burns said the wilnd wças
sprming up, and lie expected to sec lier on the rocks iu the niorning,
ad<ling, 'I ougbt te know sonietbiug about ît after twenty years ex-
perience.'

."Donald MeCalluni, examiniet by tbe Solicitor-Geueral-WVnt on
board tlieActeon tbe eveuiug slhe cause to au auchor iu St. M.%argatrct«s
Cove, andi reniaineti on board ail night, with tbe wvind ou sbore : anil
as tbe gale continueti to increase ail bauds left the vessel sud went ou

soenext morning. Burns was on tlie beach wlien tbey Isutiet. 11ev
asked bis crew, as lie calleti theiu, wby tliey bati left the sbxp, andi
tolti tliem to get ready for goîug ou board again, as hie wvoulti go wvlth
tliem. H1e then called wîtness aside, andi saiti, 'whvlea vou, se tie
slip driving on shore, 1 will throw over a keg or a buloy witli a liue to
lt-do you stand by and make it fast on shore." Hlethen got mbtlic
boat, andi witb bis crew attempted to pusb off te tlie vessel, butt cou)tltl
not reacli ber owing to tlie surf, anti lad to put back,

"Cross-examnined by Mr. liluns-Caneit say wbiat Burns neaut byv
askiug bin to make fast tbe rope wbeu hie saW the vessel driving- -t
miglit bave been to save their lives. ,Wîiness lcft tievsefuarng t-
stay longer ou board of lier.,,

Here the Attorney-Generil intimate¶l that the case for thc Crowui

was closeti.

Mr. Binus trusted there would lie no objection te his atidrcssing

tbe jury on bebaif of tbe prisouers. By an Act of thl st session of

the Colonial Legislature, persons chargeti with crimiutql offences cr

to have all the benefit of Councîl, tlie saine as in civil cases, 'ro bc

sure, the Act tit uot go îute operation until August uex\t, but lie


