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A POLITICAL LEAQUE O ENFORCE PEAOE.
By CHARLES FRZEMAN TAYLOR,

(Coxitinued ftom last issue.)
Our Government wigely piaced' our naval forces at the

disposition of the Britishl Naval comnmand when we en-
tered the present war. But this is only for war purposes
during thie war. Our Governnient also wisely saw the im-
portance of unity in the military commana in France, ana
was quic< to place our soldiers in France at the disposition
of General Fochi durlng the recent Gernan, drive in Mardi
and April. This action hastened the appointaent of Gen-
eral Focli as generalissimo by the Versailles Military Coun-
cil. Important as this is, it is oiily miflitary, ana only teni-
porary-that is, during the war. Apparently there has not
been even a thouglit of political association or co-oiperation
of the nations ait war with German aggressioi. If a ilitary
peace should corne, GerrnanY would hola her allies with
agrasp that coula not have been Possible except as a
result if this war, and she lias already closed binding trea-
ties with Rumania ana the new POlitical units carved out
cessation of milîtary operations s0 that she can develop
of Russian territory. All that Germany now Wante la a
to figlit her faaU apart again to their pre-war separatenes
the frui~ts of her political viatorles, while Vthe nations alled
as they~ have developed iiothling of an organic polticai
nature to bina theni together.

Germnany's political activities have been no lesa marked
than her milltary activities. The absence Of Political en-
ter-prise on the part of the Allies la no doulit a great sat-
isfaction to Germany. She feels certain tat Vile Present
military alliance of the Allies will lie temPorary, Ilimutea to
the duration of the war, as having been rnilitary alliances
in the past, as a rule. Tlien aie can approach each one
separately, witi bribe, tireat, or aunning appeal Vo Vie
separa;te selfishnesa of every former opponent. Whiie Ger-
many, politlcally, will be solid within herseif, aile wlll aise-
lutely domninate her present allies and Rumian1 a ana the
new nations being carvea out of Russian territory.

We have opposed Germany's military aggressions with
rnilitary defense. But we have noV built Up anly politîcal
defense, for the present nor the future, against Germanys
evident political plans, whicli are being realized s0 rapld-
ly. If we are ever to formi a, league of nations ta oppose
Germanys plan to dominate the world, ana Permanently
Vo keep the peace of the world, we van neyer &gain find
as favorable a Urne Vo do it as immediately...during this
war. We are now working together intlmately ana bar-
moniously against Germany's atrmies ana aulmarines. Now
ia the tixue of all Vîmes, pasV or future, to maeke Vis asso-
cia.tioni Poliial. If it is not doue now, when will iV be
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Germany shall eacli appoint one delegate; that these dele-
gates shall meet In London and organitze for business. The
business of the Counci would be chlefly deliberative anid
advisory; but could It flot assume as muai positive au-
thorlty as did Our Continental Congrs, Or as -the ver-
sailles Military Council is now exerclsing?

This would liear udimentary beginning of International
political life. This must begin some time if the world le
ever to be saved from, suai calaniles as the present war.
Why flot begin it now? There is every reason why it should.
begini now and no reason why it should flot.

The mere act of appointlng the delegates and the mere
fact of their comning together ln London (or elsewhere)
would be the moât notable political occurrence of ihstlry.
It would hearten the Allies, deeply lnterest the neutral na-
tions, and it would be a severe "offenýsive" agalnsit the Cen-
tral Powers. Some of the neutrals that have long consid-
ered Joing the alliance a.gainst Germiany would ose ths.t
alliance assumlng stablllty and permanency, and would
hesitate no longer. Even some of Germany's allies would
feel a strong attraction toward sucli a combination. Par-
ticularly would this lie true of the Czeche, Jugo-Slavs anda
other nationaîlties now embodled in the ilustro-Hungarian
Empire. Thus Austria-,Hungary would become more un-
stable than ever as an empire and as an ally to GerrnanY.
And the gOVernment at.iVenna, consIdering the importance
of an outletuPon the Adiatlc, thence to the-Meditetranean,
and out of the -Mediterranean at Gibraltar and Suez, would.consider the importance of liarmony with a combination of
powers conunanding these strategic points. Turkey coula
do llttle wlth the Dardaneles, with Suex and Gibraltar
closed against lier, and with unfrieadly warships at the
ourlet of the Dardanelles. The political combination mnen-
tioned above could easily command these stratgeic Pointe
forever, and use sucli command to enforce the peace of the
world. Tis phase of the subject could be continued for
many pages; but let us return to our pressing duty of set-
ually forxnlng this political counail and consider its firat
duties.

Immediately upon the meeting of suci a CouncUl It would
be unlversallY recognizea that this is the body that shoula
speak, politica,llY, for the powers a.pposed to Germany.
Thus we would have a body authorized to speac for liber-
allsgm. The volce and aats of the German military autoc-
rarcy would stand in plain contrast to the voice and atti-
tude of the libersl body.

Sueh a body coula express the allea war aims 'with au-
thority and with powerfuî effeat. The liberal world would
feel that It at last bas an organ-a central organ with tre-
mendous future poffibilitles. And it would carry more dis-
may to autocracy, in Germany and elaewhere, than any-
thing that has ever occurred. Then why hesits.te? Why
delay for a single dav?


