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UNIVERSITY EXTENSION WORK IN ALBERTA.
Prof. Shortt gave an accouint of bis work in con -

nection with University Extension in Alberta,
N.W.T. Application was made to the Principal in
spring for le6tures of this nature aud Prof. Shortt
undertook to give a course in Political Science.
Classes were organized at the towns (if McLeod and
Pincher Creek and much interest was manifestod
tbroughout the wbole course. Miscellaneous and
quite unacadernic audiences, including ranchers,
cowboys, half-breeds and university graduates,
gathered to hear the opening leétures, but the
Indians could not be persuaded to, attend. Tlîe re-
gular classes brought to the front mnany intelligent
men, whose interest in the course grew and who do-
sire a continuation of theni next year. The objedt
aimied at was to open up to tbese iren, who already
possessed a fair amount of informiation, new lines
of thought and inqîîiry and to indicate to thein
how through time imicl could be acconîplished.
Though very little actual iropartation of knowledge
can take place in the course of a few lectuîres, yet
soîne idea of the scope and mnethod of university
work is presented. The class can benefit by this
only il tbey follow it up by systematic private study.
The North-West bas a varied population and very
small opportunities for intellectual culture and af-
fords a good mission field for further Extension
work.

Prof. Herald, the city mayor, spoke approvingly
of tbe advances made by the collego since bis
student days, but was rather unceremoniously inter-
rupted by the unruly aétions of the gas-light, which
apparently became affééted by the spirit of the boys,
and decided to follow tbeir example and beave the
bail on bearing of the presence of the police. But
like tbe Meds. in the tug-of-war, the Doctor was
determined to see it through and finisbed bis
address in tbe dark.

PRINCIPAL GRANT'S ADDRESS.
The Principal's vigorous address, showing the

recent progress of the college and the kind of pre-
paration matriculants should bave, speaks for itself.
He said that the Registrar bad told bim tbat the
freshman class was tbe largest in tbe history of tbe
university, and wbat was of more importance the
professors wbo deal with freshînen said tbey were
on the average better prepared. He did not desire
to see more students in the class tban the professor
could bandle and deprecated the craze for rnassing
students togetber in order tbat tbe bigness of tbe
class or college migbt be pointed at withi the finger
or pen. Tbe stîidents left the bigh schools too soon.
There could not be a greater mistake tban to come
to college ill-prepared. Wbat was the sense of com-
ing front a bigb scbool wbere the classes average

froin five to ten pupils to a college where the classes
nuirnbered from fifty to one hundred unless tbey
were thoroughly prepared. In fact it might bo as
bad as it was in Scotland wbere be bad seen two or
three bundred stuidents in a class and not a score of
tbemn getting any good froin the professor. Anyone
would be within the mark if hie said that haîf the
students in Canadian Colleges would have heen
botter bad they stayed a year longer at least in tbe
high scbools.

The mistake again of most of the high schools,
consisted in giving su mnuch tiîne to the teaching of
varlous sciences instead of languages aud miathe-
înatics. Tbe study of lauguago is a first requisite to,
correét thougbt, and mratheinatics is the only possible
foundation for anything like good science teacbing.
Besidos that not one bigh scbool in fifty could afford
the roonis and apparatus, the teachers and ail the
expensive eqîlipnient needed for teachiug sciences,.
s0 that hie was afraid they were grasping at a
shadow, and while doing 50 were losing the
substance.

This was ot the fauît of tbe bigh sehool teachers.
but of tbe systero, and the svstemn undoubtedly bad
public support, because ho' said what was called
science was supposed to ho more praélical than tbe
study of languages and matheruatics and belped
mon to get bread and butter more easily. This was.
une of the popular delusions of the platforni, stili
very prevalent among hialf-educated peuple.

Another popular delusion is tbat there cao he,
good fruit without previons tillage. Hence tbe craze
for rush in education. Mon supposed they were
properly prepared for college by reading scraps of
Eriglish froîn foreigu authors inistcad uf inastering
the principles of grammar and of prose comnposition.
In view of this delusion be was glad to knuw that
they were on tbe up grade, and ho hoped that the
students would watcb their youinger brothers and
sisters along those lines wbich lie bad indicated.

Reviewing the suînmer the speaker said many of
the professors had engaged in literary and scientific
work, yet bad roturned in botter health to tbeir work
in college. More than une bad tempting offers
from other institutions, but be was delighted to koow
tbat the mystic tie whicb bound thoîn to Queen's
bad been strong enough to resist the storm. In the
faculty of arts hoe had nu muney benefa5tions to re-
port as received during tbe suinmer, except one of
$450 froin the H on. Senator Gowan, L L. D., towards
tbe chair of practical science founded in honor of
the late Sir John A. Macdonald. The nucleus of
this fund was slowly rollîng up and seeing tbat Sir
John A. Macdonald was une of the founders of the
university and also of the medical college establish-
ed bere and the first in Ontario open ta ahl on the
same termis, and also that Sir John was admittedly


