of Parliament, expressing their anxiety and alarm
the weasure introduced under the minutes of Council
of 13th April and 3d June, and Lumbly and earnestly
praying, that such steps be takeri as 0 their wisdom
may seem meet for removing what appears to be the
well-founde cause of uneasiness and fear in regard
to the sacred interests of the Scriptural and Protes-
tant education of youth,

Mr. Macrarrane of St. Bernard’s rose to second
the motion.. He said that grievous errors prevailed
on the subject of education ; and in this department
the Christian Church had reason to complain of most
unholy and. unwarranted aggression. Had the views
of our forefathers with regird to education been car-
vied into effect, the Church would notat this day have
been so vainly urging the spiritual destitution of the
land’ upou a cold-hearted and reluctant Government.

Dr. Murr spoke at some length in reply. With
regard to the opinion expressed by Mr. Monteith, that
education without religion was better than no educa-
tion at all, the Rev. Doctor read some statistical de-
tails descriptivo of the state of education and crime
in Finisterre, Berri, and some other parts on the
confines of Switzerland, in which it was shown, that
in those places where mere secular educatio n was
most et.couraged, crime was most prevalent.

The motion was then agreed to, anda committee
appointed to draw up an address to her Majesty, in
torms of the motion, and to report at a subsequent
hour to the Commission.

The comniission then,
adjourned till seven.

%
at a quarter past five o’clock
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THE CHRISTIAN MOTHE}
“ Her lovely babes around her rise,
Fair scionsof a noble stem !
And deeply shall her bosom prize
The blessings she receives

INTERESTING EXTRAGT

{from them.

Beavty is vain—ihe summer blocm
To which 2 transient fate is given ;.
But her’s awaits a lasting Joom
In the eternal bowers of heavern.”

Ot all the relations of domesfic life, perhaps there
i8 none more interesting thao that which subsists be-
tween a mother and her child. 'The affection of 4
ﬁllher, ot a brother, ora sister, the endearments of
Conjugal love, may s;:vgra“y possess all the foree of
Strong and overpowering emotion, but tl}ley canno
tomplete with the constancy of a mother’s devote(-
ness. 1t forms perhaps the closest and the most gy,
during of all the ties by which. the frmpework of so-
tiety is knit together, and like a plant of heaven’s own
planting, it seems too elevated and pure to grow in the

~ barren soil of onr COrrUpt andesin-stined Near s, —
There is this to distinguish a mother’s love, from all
e other bonds of {riendship or affection,. that while
ioian conceive the selfishness aud self-interest of in-
ividuylg 10 mar the glory of their most heroic efforts,
there i o tenderness and a holiness which we associ-
ate with it which place it immeasurubly beyond the
Pollution of our baser feelings. «Gog ig love,” says
 the Scriptures, and if he has formed man after tire
likeness of his own image; he has indeed left an im-
bress of his own perfections on the huwman heart in
the purity of a mother's love, by which, even amidst
1¢ defilements of impetuous passion, we can recog-
"ise the movements of his hand.

And this will appear all the more powerfully if we
8alyse the association hy which it is fostered and
'€ sources from which it proceeds. 'The sacred
Name of mother is almost the first to which the in-
Mt lips give utterance, in their efforts to communi-
“te. the emotions whick the torms of artificial lan-
8lage have not yet tatight them to exprese.. It is the

Other to. whom in the tender years of childhood its
e is almost exclusively devolved.. 1t is to her that
wi. ibosoms all the workings of its spirit, ata tine
hen the world has not blasted with its chilling in-
- g cuce, the blossoms of virtue and of piety, which,
o0 amidst the corruptions. of our fallen nature,
‘}?metimes appear to. remind us of the heavenly ori-

| BUTR

1) Of the plant from. which they spring, ltis to this
hnn Cr guardian that the Joys and sorrows of child-
% are revealed, and with whom an intercourse
Most interesting and the most endearing is carried
L the hour of sickness with what noble solici-
i is a mother's aftection displayed towards her
L0 S is, then that nature seems to furnish her
fth energies commensurate with the occasions
Ch call for their exercise, and that her heroic
s ovotion would:appear almost to transcend the
U8 dieam or the fictions of romance,. What hand
‘f Sentle as her own as she bends over the feverish

l the sufferer with her love-beaming eye, or

A er its sleepless couch throughout the drear-
[“?‘Of.lhs night, with an ardour which fatigue may
‘Nxe:d 'mpair, hut which death itself can alone des-

iy

il[[

k € spring-tide
with all the activities of Jifs
passion, which the judgment has not acquired strength
to direct, and' which experience has not attained ma-
turity to regulate-and to vestrajn, Let us imagine,
then, a mother the mosgt debased
ed, and consider how high ap influence she possesses
over her child, and we wil] be able to form some es-
timate ofthe holy purities ot the Jove of a Christian
mother. 1t is her care to.Jead her child to a know-
ledge ofits own heart, and to » knowledge of'its God.
The firstimpulses.of its soul are directed heavenward,f

|

the first dawnings of intelligence are consecrated to
its Creator. The warmith of maternal feeling, and the
throbbing susceptibilities of childhood ape made to haz-
wonize in the song of adoration, and to unite in the
accents of prayer, to Him who hearkens to the choral
sicaing fthe angelic hosts, and who will bless, with
the smiles of his beneficence, the rudest forms of in-
fant devotion. The sensibilities, too, ‘of the young|
heart are excited byall the bigh hopes of an im-
mortal destiny, and amidst the stor sy the sunshine
that darkens or that brightens aroung the ocean of
life, it is taught to remember that it is but a voyager
oy its pRsEags 10 the shiores of eternity, and that the
gale of affliction which may seem to baffle or to daunt
its progrest Ay seem only, in the mysterious gui-
dufige of L oy idence; fo urge itonwards to a serene
and tranquil sea.

Need we wonder, then, that ouy
tian philosophers and poets have
to the blessed influence of

!
|

most eminent Chris-
traced their success
a Christian mother’s ex-

ample; and a Christian mothe,’s pirayers; Need we
wonder that even l.he most hardened in the ways of|
sin have melted into tenderness

g L as the scenes of
a motker’s love have arigen before them in the

Their thoughts have reverted to the piety and purity
that attended ber steps, and 1o the happy home of

|lenuters, and from whose bright mansions sorrow flies

‘/

visions of Menory as a dream of the morning ?— "
iheir childhood, of which she was ouce the light and
Ithe joy- Andit may be thap her long forgotten pre- ’
‘cepts way Dow be remembered when her voice is no
more heard; it may be that the prayers she poured forth
at his cradle, may now be answered in recalling her
wayward son to the ways of peace.  Oh how happy is
that mother who has secured ap inlieritance for her
children in those enduring realms where change never

away! What to them are the titles, for the honours,
or the dignities, of the world ? of their !

In the glor

heavenly heritage they far surpass the Wy posses-
sor of the vichest-domains and of the most ancient
name jihey are entobled by the right ofa loftier crea-
tion, and by the imposition of u mightier hand. The
Prince of Peace will receive them among the bright|
hosts of his followers ; Le will invest them with a|
niahy gemmed diadem whose lustre shall 1ot
dim, whose beauty shall not decay !
Belold, then, the Christian nmother! The glory
which shifes from off the mercy-séat hghtens uj
»ven the darkest stages of her earthly journey, aud
the odours of the wpper sanctuary are richly fragraut
around the pathway of her pilgrimage.  Pluced on a
lofty pedestal, she is elevated, in some measture,
above the obscuring mists of sin, and-she can noint,
with the eye of faith to the most distant circles of
time, when hey prayers, her precepts, and lier ex-
ampie, blessed by “ihe approving voice of heaven,
Ishall infleence the ‘destinies ol coming generations.—

Scottish Christian Herald, : :

e
THE CHOICE MADE.

Suppose the following formula, were proposed for
the deliberate signature of irreligious men ;—«3 do
hereby, in the presence of the heart searching God, de-
liberately, and from preference, choose the world
formy portion, and accordingly resign, for ever, al|
wish or expeué&; of a heavenly portion beyond

{,_"'S'OW

the grave 7 we suppose irreligivus men, were
agked to pug their hand and. seal to such. a, declara-
tion,. Is it probable there ia one, however depraved
who in the possession of his reason, would thus com.-
mit himself before God, and the world? Would 1ot

ed to do jt,
Yes,

would he not reject it With horrop 7o

regardless as men are of the sacred obligation
of religion, they are not prepared to abandon all hope
of its final rewards. As in the case of Balaam, they
secretly liope to participate in the destiny of the
righteons ; ang yet, the very thing that sinners would
shrink from doing, by a formal act, they are virtually
doing by thousands every day.. The Lord,in avariety
of ways, is carnestly pleading with them, 10" forsake
the love of the world, and accept his sulvation, and
what is the effect of his pleadings? 'The farm of one
and the merchandize of another, prevent them from
listening to the invitation. This one, wishes to de-
vote himself to the accumulation of wealth, and that
one is bent upon the pursuit of pleasure, and although
Jesus Christ, is urgently knocking at thg door of their

of aur heing, it is Warm{|iost respectfuj auswer they return js, « go thy way
and. alt the fervour of||{or

and the most wick- ‘

the most thoughtless recoil at the proposal ? I yre- ‘

hearts for admission, they refuse to open, and the

this time, when I have
call for thee.”

) Here isa choice, a deliberate choice,
18 preferred to God, and the pleasures of sense, to
the salvation of the soul. It may be replied, we
know, that this choice js only intended for the pre-
sent, and will be reversed at a future time. PBug
What is the ground of this assurance ? How does
the sinner know that it will not be final and irreco-
verable ? . Thig is not so much in the power of sin-
ners as is generally imagined.. They cannot, as they
Suppose, at any moment, bring their hearts into that

& convenient season, 1 will

The world

state, in which they will accept ot Christ as their -

Saviour.. The difficulty of doing this, is increased
by every day’s delay, and the probability of a reversal
of their decision js bourly diminishing. No, when
the Holy Ghost, after striving with the heart, has once
been dismissed, and the sinner voluntarily quenches
his influences, relapses into indifference, and returns
to the world, jt depends on God, whether hLe shall
ever have the opportunity of re-considering his deci-
sion, and reversing hig choice. Yes, it depends on
that &od, who jg g0 grievously insulted by 1pe neg-
lect of the sinner, and by his preferance of the world,
whether his first choiee shall not be final. The sin-
ner may rejoin, even if this be true, God is so mer-
ciful, that he wi)l certainly furnish future opportuni-
ties of making a better chojce. :

But how is this known ? Has God revealed any
such intension ? Do not all hisofers require of the sii:-.
ner a prompt decision—+ To-day, if you will hear his
voice, harden pot your hearts;” and does he not
plamly intimate, if the offer is not accepted at once,
harduess ofiheart will follow, and prevént any [uture
acceptance ? - Perhaps the sinner will reply, many
have refused repeatedly, and yet have been finally
converted. This is true, hut does the number ot such
bear any proportion to those whese first refusal has
been final ?.

What multitudes are left:by God to the dreadfu!,
and incurable iniseries of a wrong first choice ;-
Onee they had the offer, and that offer enforced by
the strivings of tle Spirit, but in rejecting it for tho
world, they have for ever sealed their destiny, they
have:lost their opportunity, the Spirit has left them
in the undisturbe| possession of a false peace, and
God has said, “they are joined to their idols, let
them alone I” o foarhil the fate of those who are
thus deserted by God! Reader, it will be well for
you to inquire, “whether your choice is already made,
and whether thag choice, if for the world, is ever 0.
be reversed.~Prc3byterian.

e /A e 5
THE IMPROVIDENT SHEPHERD.

The Sheep were seattered over the wilderness,and
were in danger not only of famishing, but of being
devoured by the prowling wolves.. Tle master of the
flock commiissioned an under shepherd to go forth and
gather them into the fold. With alacrity he obeyed
the command, and lahoured and toiled in the gearch,
As ever and anon he found one of the stragglers, he
joyfully bore it back to the foldl, Success crowned
his eforw ; many were thus rescued by his instry.
wentality.  One thing, however, he had overlocked,

1 his anxiety to find those wandering in the wilder.
ness, he had forgotten to provide pasturage for those
already in the fold; and when he came 10 examine
the state of the flock, he discovered 1o hig chagrin,
that many were weak, sickly, and femishing. The
fold was destitute of the “ gteen pastures and still wa-
ters,” without which, the sheep so lately.rescued from
one danger, were exposed to another, [t was only
when he heard the master say, “Feed my sheep,”
that he felt the necessity of dividing his attention be-
tween those within the fold and those without. -

Arpricsrion.--There is reason to fear that many
ministers of Chrigt regard the conversion of sinners
as their sole concern.. Once Within the pale of the
church, they are lamentably neglected, and hence so
few that name the name of Christ, are able to give a
reasen of the hope tiat is within them.— fhid,
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MAN’S NEED OF PATIENCE,
You have need of patience, sayg the A postle, (Heb. x.)
We have indeed : God help us!' We live here iy o
vale of misery, where we meet with a thousand petty
vexations in the common road of our lives ; poor
things in themselves, and, if rationally consiqered
very tifles, yet able to bring vexation upon our im-
patentspirits: we are surrounded by a world of temp-
tations, assanlting us within and Without, and on
every side, and at every turn:—-we zro exposed to
manifold injuries and obloquies, many times without
cause, (or as itmay be for a goo( Cause); we have to
converse with men of different tempers and spirits;
some hot and furious, others sullen ard sluggish,
some unruly and ignorant, sonie scornful, some ob-
stinate, some fickle ard humorous, all subject to
passions and infirmities iz one kind or other ; we

bad need of patience to {rame our.couversations to the.




