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tem of education ” was considered by a committee appointed by the Sec-
tion, and reported upon. This report, which began by declaring that it
is no longer in the interests of secondary education that a school of this
character shoald be maintained from Provincial funds,” and ended by say-
ing, *“It is therefore the opinion of this Section that in the general
interests of education in this Province Upper Canada College should be
closed, and its revenues appropriated for other purposes,” was adopted by
a vote of eleven to four. [ts value will perhaps be somewhat depreciated
in the estimation of our readers when they know that the seco der of the
motion for the committee has since been appointed Principal of Upper
Canada College, and one of the most active men upon it was a candidate
for the position.

THE appeals against the results of the recent examination for Second
and Third Class Teachers’ Certificates amounted to the large number of
seven hundred. This iy about one-seventh of the total number of candi-
dates who wrote.  As each apoeal has to bracermpanid by a fee, we may
conclude that there were seven hundred canlidates at least who felt that
they had good reason to be dissatistied with the rasults of the exunination,
Who is to blame ?  Perhaps all concerned—the candidates in not making
thorough preparation, their teachers in not training them thoroughly, the
examiners in not framing their questions wisely, and the sub-ex uniners in
not reading the candidates’ papers carefully.  The extent of blame to be
attached to the last-named can be fairly estimated, for we learn that about
twenty per cent. of the appeals were successful, owing to unwise or care-
less marking. The examinersare disposed to lay the blame on the teach-rs
as being either cardless or incompetent, and both teachers and students are
strong in denouncing some of the examiners for the character of the ques-
tions they put.

ONE of the issues at the coming parliamentary election in England will
be Free Schools. This is the logical sequence of Cowpulsory E.lucation
for the poorer classes.

Sir LyoN PLAYFAIR, in his address as President of the British Associa-
tion at Aberdeen recently, put in a strong plea. gor g‘reaber a.t,t.entirm to
the education of the people, holding that the position E,n;,_\;land will take in
‘the future must largely depend upon the scientitic education of her people.
Dr. Gladstone in one of the sections took the same ground, and urged that
Systematic scientific instruction should be given in elementary classics to
fit boys to enter technical schools.

AN International Educational Congress recently asseinbled at Havre in
France at which 2,500 members were present. .lt was addressed by Mons.
Goblet, the French Minister of Education, who in the course oi:' an {ntere}st—
ing speech pointed out the triple character of French_ education in bel’n.g
compulsory, free and secular. Amongst the ?egolutlons pnss'ed at this
Oongress was one in favour of industrla',l tr.*a.mm,g because it develops
“ activity, observation, perception and mtmtlon.' Another urged t!le
establishment of * Apprenticeship Schools to receive the abandoned chil-
dl‘en, and the waifs and strays of larrge towns.” These resolu.t\ons were
Particularly appropriate in a city Wl’{lch has an ex_ce}lent techrlxca:l 'Sc'hoo(ll
In which 250 boys receive not only intellectual training, but are initiate
into the arts of metal working and carpeatry. In md_ustr\a.l_ drawing they
Wake designs which they are required to carry out 1n their work. _But
this is not all —attached to each.superior primary school in Havre is a
- Workshop, in which from one to seven hours per week, according to age,
are devoted to manual labour in iron and wood. .

“Tagory and Practice of Teaching,” by the Rev. Elward Thring,
M-A-, published by Macmillan and Co., and for salein thl;s, cl:ty by W'nlha;[}rll-
son and Co,, is not a book that has been “ made to order,” but contains the
8pontaneous utterances of a man of cultured intellect and ripe experi-
8ace,  When he chooses to be practical his rem:}l‘ks, expressed in earnest
nd impressive language, are well worthy of serious study. But unfort}xlx-
Dately he is much given to fanciful writing, and as a consequence he
8preads over two hundred and sixty-two pages what for practical purprggs
Wight very easily have been condensed info & much sm.aller compass. . [is
®xperience has evidently been gained in classical teaching, angiut,he l\ivor is,

crefore, particularly suited to High Sehool teachsrs, It w11 l:ave ‘ Fepa);
Perusal to those who can gpare the time to pick out the .Va,lug,) e lgr(z.tlns 93
Wheat from a good deal of intellectual chatf, One o'f his best ¢ m:jp :fr;}:

at entitled “ The Lecturer,” another good one is that heade Che

eacher,” from the concluding worlds of which we se}ect the f(}l.lfowm(qi
SPecimen of his style and thought: * A teacher has as hls’x subject life -al'n-
Wing, A teacher’s life is in living beings, not in printer's ink. A teacher
8 an artificer of mind and noble life. Above all, a teacher never lets}da
¥ngle lite of those put into his hands be spoiled, or wasted, or flung aside
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HERE AND THERE,

Tee Toronto Globe has declared against those “undesirable competitors” the
Chinese labourers. At the same time our contemporary foresees that
Ontario’s entive immunity from the presence of large numbers of Chinamen
‘ cannot continue, seeing that the Celestials now engaged in railway work
in British Columbia will presently make their way eastward over the line
they have helped to construet.” It is sufficient that we are to deal with
these, and the Globe calls upon the Government to protect the country from
further Chiness immigration.  Coming from the leading Reforn organ this
declaration is signiticant in more ways than one. Iaken in connection
with the extremely cautious tone adopted in treating of Quebec politics,
of Catholic assertiveness, of the independence cry, of our comwercial relations
with the Uniteld Svates, of the woman’s rights question, of the Home Rule
agitation in England —it is at least suggestive of the idea vhat “ opportunism ”
witl be the Grit slogan at the next Dominion election : that the Party led
by Mr. Blake is not above borrowing the tacties of his clever opponent in
order to obtain the sweets of office, [t remains to be seen whether this
policy contains the elements of success.  So far us the Globe’s declaration on
the Chinese question is eoncerned it must disappoint a large section of
advanced members of the Party.  The only possible objection to the Chinese
workman is that he labours for a small wage. The same fault has been
found with the [rishwan the Frenchian, and the German. The difforence
is merely one of degree.  All the enactents of all protective governments
will fail to suspend the economic law which regulates wages, and without
that John Chinaman will obrain employment so long as his greatest offence
is seliing his labour cheaply. 1f he is not permitted to assist in the
production of cheap articles here, why he must go over to those whose
competition will have the effoct of bringing down all wagesin the countries
which have refused to receive the child of the sun, Better to have him
working with us than for our commercial rivals,

Tue (lobe and the Montreal Star have set an example which we may
be permitted to hope will soon be followed by other Jeading Canadian
dailies.  Our enterpising contemporaries now receive important Eaglish
news direct by cable instead of relying upon the coloured *specials” sup-
plied by the anti-British New York Herald. It remains to be seen if the
right man is at the other end of the wire; if so, much confusion will be
avoided, and the bungling home manufacturers of foreign news will find
their occupation gone.

WE note with pleasure that the Roev. Principal Grant has a paper in
the carrent Century on the Canadian Pacitic Railway. Mr. Grant is
nothing if he is not loyal, and.an enthusiast at that. Nothing less, there-
fore, could be expected in such a sketch than a panegyric upon the
Dominion and its colossal railway enterprise; but with discontent in the
air on every side—with the North-West just emerged from rebellion and
the Maritime Provinces threatening secession, with Quebec becoming daily
stronger and hourly more anti-British—it is strange to find Mr. Grant
assuring our neighbours that the Canadian Pacific Railway was the one
thing lacking to make ug a nation, and that the completion of a single line
of steel rails operating across the continent is by a touch to transform a
sparsely-populated semi-arctic region into the prosperous abiding-place of
fifty millions of people. Meanwhile, our labour councils demand that
Chinese workmen shall be forbidden to develop the country in the East,
and that European immigrants shall be discouraged from landing in the
West.

In the eyes of Ontario Liberals, Sir John Macdonald’s unpardonable
sin is his dalliance with Quebec Bleus. Party corruption and administra-
tive extravagance serve very well to ring the changes upon during election
campaigus, and in the big gooseberry season ; but that ¢ our friend the
enemy ”’ is made virtually master of Parliament, in the same way as Parnell
hopes to hold the balance in British affairs, is gall and wormwood to the
true Grit, The suggestion, therefore, made by a contemporary, that Mr.
Blake is equally culpable with Sir John in this matter, is one calculated*
to move the nether depths of Gritism. Unfortunately, if not altogether
true, it is true in part.  If the Opposition leader had not coquetted with
the Bleus, they would not dare to have been so insolent in their demands
of the Premier—they would have grumblingly accepted less, had they not
believed it possible to make terms with the party leader who was waiting
to step into Sir John's shoes.  Fortanatsly Mr. Blike is not a diplomat,
and is not likely to acquire power by political corraption so long as a
prince of corruptionists holds the reins. ¢ Codlin’s the friend, not Short,”
says Mr. Blake to the French Tories in a stage whisper which Short is
not slow to understand and act upon.

IT ought not to be difficult to settle the dispute between allopathic and
homee pathic vaccinationists.  Either the human system can be inoculated
with vaccine viz the stowach in such a way as to avoid small-pox or it
cannot, nor does it appear to the lay wind that elaborate experiment ig
necessary to set the matter at rest. The onus of proof natumlly lies with
the homeeopathists, whose theory apparently lacks demonstration, whilst
allopathic vaccination is known to have saved thousands of lives. Th(? latter
method is no doubt attended with risks; the “antis” have reason in pro-
testing that many persons have been physicnl'ly ruined _bx the introduction
of impure vaccine into their systems, and in complaining that the law
places them practically at the mercy of careless or incompetent surgeons.



