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Unluckiiy, the hypochondrical effusions of tlie Gazette have not been with(
effeet; the belief that Engiand was not in a condition to enter on a ma
time war must have liad its influence in encouraging IRussian aggressih
To tell tlie truth, liowever unpalatable, is the cluty of a journalist; L~
this is a different thing from getting up sensational panies. There n
be seme limit to th, expenditure of the people's money in the race
naval invention. But England, witli lier wealtli, lier host of skiii
artisans and lier maritime habits, ean put lierseif on a war footing mu
more quickly than any of lier riva]s. Ail doubt has been set at rest as
lier being stili by far the first of maritime powers. fier army bears
numbers only about the samne proportion to that of IRussia as did lier for
on the heiglits of Inkerman to the IRussian force by which it was attacke
But the quality of lier troops is evidently as good as ever; the victors
Abou Kica were flot picked men. She lias aise the immense advantage
an lionest and sound administration, wliereas that of ilussia, botli civil ar
military, is like tliose of most despotic gYovernments full of corruptio
The confliet, if it cornes, wili of course l)e severe ; but unless disaffectic
breaks ont in India, of whicli there are at present no signs wliatever, ti:
old slip wiil once more weatlier tise storm.

ENGLISH periodicals are of course fui] of the Russian question. Si
Henry iRawlinson, the higliest authority ameng tise Russopiobes, gives i
the Nineteenth Century the alarinist view of the advance of IRussia i
Centrai Asia. H1e regards lier encroacliments as steps in the execution c
a premeditated plan, and thinks that England ouglit to have confronted lie
on lier patli and cither by influence or by araus te have arrested lier prc
gress. The impeliing motive, liowever, according te him- is net territoria
extension, nor the desire of actually cenquering India, but the hope tha
pressure put on Engiand in the direction of India may constrain lier tý
withdraw lier opposition te the designs of Russia on the Bosphorus. Aý
we said before, nothing is nmore likely tlian that sucli a poliey lias conspire(
with the restless ambition of Russian officers and the provocations ofter
given by marauding tribes in pushing forward the frontier of Russiar
dominion in Centrai Asia. The moral seems te be that the British nation
instead of abandoning itself witlieut reflection te the Palmerstonian ané
Beaconsfieldian tradition, ouglit te consider seriously wlietlier tlie exclusion
of Russia from an open sea is se indispensable that it ouglit te liemain.
tained at any expense and at whatever risk te the security of Britishi India
Thougli a Russophobe, Sir Hlenry ilawlînson is ne fanatic, and lis dispesi
tien te do justice te Russia lends weight te lis opinion as te flie sinistel
cliaracter of lier designs. "lNe one questions," lie says, "lthat IRussia isý
entitled te great credit for the civilizing influence that lias attended lier
progress, for the large benefits she lias couferred upon liumanity in lier
career of conquest through Central Asia. By crushing the Turcoman
raiders, indeed, and by abolishixsg the slave markets of Khiva and Bokliara,
she lias restored peace and prosperity te districts whicli were greaning iii
misery, and lias earned tlie gratitude of thousands of terror-strieken
families. Whatever may liappen in tise future, slie lias gained imperisi.
able giory in the past by lier victories of peace along the desolated frontier
of Khorassan." Sir Henry's paper aIse lirings home te us the fact that the
frontier of Afghanistan is really undefined, se that encroacliment is net
necessarily wîlful. The Afghans are wiid and marauding clansmen likethe Hlighlanders of Scotiand two centuries age. Wocudhv rw
the exact uine between the land of the Sassenach and that of the Gaci ? If
the Russian and Britishi Empires were actualiy centerminous, there
perhaps niiglit be iess danger, because the boundary weuld be exactly defined
and neither power could tiien encroacli except with a fulil knowledge of
what it was doing and witli the certainty before it of immediate war. cBut
a partition of Afghanistan is eut of tise question. Respect on hoth sides
for Afghan independence is the enly practicable course. Nor ouglit it tebe forgotteii tliat England lierself wvas the ether day invading Afghansistan.

TuE display on the part of the Prince of Wales of a patriotie sense
of duty in visiting Ireland was needed te counterbalance a recent exhibi-tion of a diflerent kind on the part of the Court. England in thesetimes of peril needs every friend that she cari secure. Yet this is thiemoment chosen for affronting and estranging one se pewerful, wliether asfriend or foe, as the German Chancelier. Bismarck is weil-known te be an
object of intense aversion ameng the members of the Royal Family of
Engiand. The flouse of Hanever, thougli its dynasty is the Offspring of arevolution, and thougli, if the principie of legitimacy were te prevail, thetitie te its throne would be stili in another line, feels as ail Royal lieuses
feel upon questions concerning the riglits of kings. Garibaldi, wlio liaduncrowned the King of Naples and overturned the thrones of other Italian
princes, was regarded by the Britishi Court witlî a liatred the si4cred flame

)ut of whicli Lord Beaconsfield, among lis other ministrations as a purveor
Xi- of trutli te iRoyalty, did net fail te feed. in thie midst of the ovation with
mn. which lie was received by tlie Englisli people, the librator of Italy sud-
ýut denly, abruptiy, and, as it appeared, ungraciously left England. The
ist explanation afterwards given was tliat the honours paid him liad given
cf umibrage te the Court, and that the Prime Minister had found it necessary
cdl te beseecli Garibaldi te depart. The author of German Unity lias be±n
cl, guilby of even greater crimes than the Liberator of Itaiy. Net oniy lias
te lie deposed kiin gs, but lie bas deposed German relatives of fier Majesty.
in Tlie leuse cf flanover, in spite of its long occupation of the British
ce throne, is stili Hanoverian ; its demestic life and interests remain largeiy
d. German ; Germnan is even in seine measure its demestie language; and7the
cf dethronement of the King of ilanover by Bismarck was an effence whieh Yof miiglit weli be deemed inexpiable. The resuit is that of ail the severeigno
id of Europe the Sovereign of Engiand alone refuses te scnd congratulations
nl. te Bismarck on lis birthday, a mark of dislike aund reprobatien which wili
n probably gali as mucis as any open expression of antipatliy. Bismarck5a
le temper, naturaily net the sweetest, lias been made irritable by disease and

by opposition. lie is net likeiy te receive an affront with equaniînity, and
thougli lie is liappily net absolute miaster of Germany, the Emiperor stilir retaining, real authority, lie lias power te de great mischief in Germa

n Counicils, and net oniy in Germai Cotsncîis, but in these of Europe.
n Turkey wouid prebably be guided by hsni in determinîng thle question
,f between a British alliance and neutrality. Tt may bc sa"id witli seile
r justice tliat tlie Queen's antipathy te Bisnmarck is net diplomatic but per,

senlla, and that she lias a riglit te the manifestation of lier personai senti,
1 inonts. Unfortunately, tise effeot is the saine wlietlier tlie affront is
t personai or diplomatic. In spite of ail our philosophies of history and Our
) taik of general laws, personal influences, even of a very pctty kind, stili
ï make sport very often of the destinies of nations.
1 

_______

L MR. WYLIE'S book, noticed by us the other day, lias one more peint 01
1interest. Tt lias recently been the fasîsion te disparage tlie present state

of industrialsoeiety net enly by coniparisen with the ideai, but hy cempari,
I son witli the past. In tlie case of England Professer Rogers and others

Lhave piaccd the golden age of labeur in the fi fteentli centu ry, af ter the rise
*of wages which esssued upon thc decimation of the labeuring populationi
*by tise Black Deatli. The insurrection of the serfs in the very next reigu,

it must surely be owned, is ratlier a curions demenstration of industria'l
happiness and cententment. Perliaps it may be said that this was the
strike by whicli tlie labeuring-classes enferced better terms for theinseves
and that after it they were liappy. If they were, they continued in th'e
reign of flenry IV. te show their sonse of happiness in a curieus manner.
A reign of turbulence, iawlessness and violence is hardly a preof of geiierel
satisfaction. After the political disturbanees iii the beginning of the
reign "I aw, " says Mr. Wylie, IIwas pewerless, and in the general derange.
ment private malice found vent in indiscrinîinate robbery and murder."y
The London apprentices, gathering by thousands, fouglit pîtclied battle0
in tlie narrow streets wlhere many were boaten, kicked or cruslied te deats.
In the counstry raids were made, lieuses pillaged and cattie swept Off by
armed bands of marauders; highway rebbery was everywhere rife;th
neighbourliood of London was ne safer than the provinces, and the 0fficer'
of the law could net go abroad without a guard. Nor in the spirit of logi'
latien do we sec anything superior te the ciass-seifishness whicli is i5îleged
te gevern ail industrial arrangements at the present day. Parliane'le
enacts that ne farus labourer or worker in the fields shahl le allowed t0
become an apprentice or learn a mystory or trade unless his parents Ca"
pay 40s. a year or have personai preperty te thc value of £40, the Ob.jec'
ovidcntly being te bind the fari labourers te the soul and koep dewn the
markiet for tînt kind of labour. The same interest appears te dictate tise
inactmnest that labeurers shall net be hired by thc week nor tako wage' for
working on vigils or feast days. Regulatiens about the dress of dilTerent
orders are aise expressive of ciass-jealeusy. In France aoain, UtOPist8 of
different sdhools, ecclesiastical and secialistie, have been saying that every'
body was happier in the past, wlien labour was regtuiated by fraterfl'a1
guiids, and 'vhen instead of unhridlled cempetition andl tlie selfisli maIn
of ecenemnists, tho influence of tho Cathelie Chiurcli was vararnount inth
industrial world. In tise Revue des Deux M4fln(les lm. D'IHausSOflvîlîe
disposes of these reseate theories. lie shows that tise animatiîg princîPi"
of tIse guild was net pianthropy liut-self.interest. IlTo shut against thse
working.man tise road te the highest grade of lis calling, or at least t
strew lis upward path with obstacles, was the chief aim of the ln","
ters and the inevitable censequence of tlieir menopely." Thc selfishuces q
caste blended with that of trade-înonopoly, and in sonie of thse guiids th"
lligliest grade was closed against ail but the sons of ni4sters, As te the
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