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T Ehero is Gerge Leslie Mackay, for tweuty thîrce ycars

a missionarv frorn Canada to Formosa. lus ,ranid-
fatber foughitat Waterioo. Ris fatber and mothier eigrated
froin tire Highlands of Scotland in 1870 and settied in Zorra,
where tlîey foughit with forest and swaî),np as hîravoly as
,graudfather bad fouglit iii tbe cockpit of Europe. George,

thte youngest of six children, borni in 18-t4, lias foughit ail lus,
life, as braveiy as bis sires, against foes more deadly than

they lîad to face, and lie is as fuil of figlit and as ready for
it as ever. Tbousands of us lhave hearci him, when hie was
brorne on furlough ; and the electric current wbicb springs

frorn every flaming soul kept us banging on bis lips, as long

as bie chose to speak. Now, we bave thie record of bis mar-
vellous,, life-work;- and 1 would advise every young Canadian,
wbo was evcr tempted to ask whetber life is worthi

living or wbetber thiere are any beigbts stili unscaled, to
read it at~ once, and then to read it over and over again, un-

tii its lesson sinks down into bis b-eart. The lesson is not

thiat hie slîould become a foreign missiouarx'. Mackay hii

self repudiates that. Il It is not for me," bie says, Il it is îlot

for any foreigu missionary to, look lof tily oit tbe mini.stry at

borne, or tbink of thieu as less loyal, unselfisbi and truc. "

" Not our fiela, but our faithfulness niatters." Neithci is it

tbat hie sbould become a clergymanî. Nothiiug is miore re-

nîarkable in Mackay's bistory thian thîis, tbat tbouglî a maan

Of intense nature and all-absorbing passion for say;ng nmen

f ronm sin, by bririging therr to the Cross of Christ, hie is always
ready to recogîîize the clainis of law, of governiment of cus-

tom, of industr 'y, of eomimerce, of science, in a word, of

everydepartment of life and thîoug«ht. Hie calîs notbing

commoti and unclean whîichî God bas cleansed. 1le refuses

to recognize tbe inediîvval distinction between sacred and

S'ecular, or the modern "Iliasin bet ween the missionarmes and

the other foreigners in the cities and port towvîs of China

and India," and, we may add, of every other civilized îîon-

Christiati country. IlThere inay be sucb a cbasm in s;omne

places," lie says. Il but, if so, it bas probably been dug by
botlî parties. " Captains and otbier officers of iien-of-war,
representatives of tire gyreat foreigu business firrus, Consuls,
Commissioners of Custoins, hospital and othier pbysicians and

scieîîtific travellers were bis personal friends ; and on thie eve

of bis departure for Cariada in 1893, the entire resident and

transient foreigîî comnrunitS' of Tarnsui presented birn with

an address, enigrosseti on silk, testifying to Il the great and

noble work " bie had tdone, and accompanried witb a inagni-

ficent telescope. "Tbe good feeling between natives and

foreigners," they declare, "is (lue to you." Again : ~You
bave been a standing symbol and exanîple to us of faitb in

the Unseen." And, tberefore, Il individually, and. as a coin

munity, we wisb to express our appireciation and our grati-

tude." No ; the lesson wbicb titis record teaches is that
faith is ail that is needed to make any maan a bero. But
tiien faitb ineans, not assent to formulas, but union to the

living God. Seek tbat flrst, and bie that seeks finds, and

tben ail tbings shall be added unto you.
The book is-witb perbaps one exception-admîrably

edited, and tbe editing must bave been a most difficuit

task. Cwesar could describe bis campaigns as weii as conduct

tbem, but few great generais have bad C-.esar's literary gif ts.

Thie knowledge of this lias inade me entertain a suspicious

feeling wbien 1 corne across eloquent letters froin, or toucb-
ing autobiographies of, mnissionaries. Iu India tbere is a

classification- of "l tie letter writing and tbe working mission-
amies," whicb is considered to indicate an actual division withî

approxirnate accuracy. Now, Mackay was neyer wortb much

as a letter-writing inissioiiary. Hie would state a fact, when

hie bad anlytbing to state whicb. be cousidered the Churcbi

Should know, but instead of gushîing over it hie would just give
an empbatic ilalleluj ah or a snort, according as the one or the

other was required, and thien shut down ou tbe subjeet. But

being a man of truc genius, hie possesses an infinite capacity of
taking pains. Hie masters every detail of whatever hie be-
lieves it bis duty to do, and - far from thinking that al

sbould be plain sailing wben the greatest work on eartb is
undertakenbhe neyer dreams of being discouraged by flood
or fire or filtb or fury. That is ahl in thte day's work, and
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the lengtbi of tlic working day is never regulated foi' bii

by bell or clock. llaving to study languages, print books,
build churches, scbools, and a college, in a clirnate, too, whichi

soon exposes bad work, and without architeet, overseer, or

foremnîî to assist, lie was obliged to bie accurate to a degree

on pain of ignoîiniious failure. ilence lie kcpt records anti

jouruals in xvbicbi lie jotted down bis doings and sufferings,

and other experiences, and incidentally etchied pictures whiclî

are as clearly deflined as if nitrie acid iad been used instead

of ink. Ail this "mnass of literary niaterial, notes,observatioi,
extracts froîn diaries, and reports, studies in science, frag-

mients of description, sketches of character," lie put into

the bands of the Rev. J. A. McDonald, of St. Thomas, and

wisely laid upon bim tire responsibility of orgauizing it into

form andl life. Not that Mackay tiien xvasbed bis bands of

the work. That is ijot bis way. Ris lholiday would be bard

work for inost men. IlEvery scrap of material," says the

editor, -1 was read and studied under the autbur's eye, arnu

tations were made at bis dictation, and tbe plan of classifica-

tion and arrangemient received bis cordial approval. As the

work pirogressed, and the gaps iii tbec story became apparent,
additional inatter was obtaincd, and nearly ail of the marin

script in its final formi was reviscd by bimii." The result is thie

nîost trutbiful and fascinating story of mnissionary enterprise

that 1 have ever read. One exception 1 alluded to, anti

tbat is tbc interjecting of a great deal of information

concerning the geology and rnatural bistory of Formosa

inito the story of Mackay's life. Of course it is ahl true, ani

perbaps Mý1ackay may bave a pooi opinion of people who do)

niot find it intcresting reailing, wvhen lie bail to learu it withi
such incredibl pan.Btwa erostq us is îot Formosa

but Mackay, or Formnosa only ini its relation to hini ; and in

future editions, mucbi of chapters fixe to nine miglit be tbrown

into an appen<lix, wliere tbose wbo feel so inclined miay

study it at leisure. At present wc rather resent its intru-

sion, as it keeps us froni tbe min yet we are unwilling to

skip it wbolly, not knowing how mucb may be necessary to

the right understanding of the succeeding cbapters.
1 hiad mîarked a number of passages to cuote, but quota-

tions would niot Io justice to author or editor unless entire

obapters, such as IlH-ow Bang-kabi was Taken," or "'Native

Workers for Native Woînen," were taken bodily fromn the

book. We get extraordiniarily vivid pîctures of Chinese life;

of tbeir bigbly developed yet bizarre civilization; of their cobe-

siveness and conservatisat, sanctified in their case by ances-'

tral worship as in India by tbe systern of caste. Fancv Mac-

kay sbowing, to tbe inifuriated bead men of tbe city of Bang-

kah, as bis credentials, a Bible in one hand and a forceps for

extracting teeth in the other baud !Wliat other countrv

in tbe world could that apply to save China ! But, by far the(

most vivid picture that we -et is that wbicb is unconsciously
d rawn of "the black-bearded barbarian " imiself ; a coin-

bination of igbrland entbusiasm and contempt of deatb, with

a positively statesmanlike estimate of the dificulties in the

way, as well as a truc gentleman's regard for the courtesies

of life and the feelings of other people, save where otber people

stand in tbe way of the Lord's work. God bless and continue

prosper the biero of Zorra G. M. GRANT.

-Vikings of' ro-(Ilîy..*

T HIS bandsoine volume, witb its neant binding and its

numerous illustrations, wiU, attract many readers.
It is a tbrilling story of noble work nobly done, a record

of medical and missionary labours performed amidst difhi-

culties and dangers tbat would daunt any ordinary man. Dr.

Grenifell is no ordinary doctor; a young enthusiast, a trained

athiete, a splendid sailor, with a full master's certificate froin

the Englisli Board of Trade; lie combines in bimself two char-

acters rarely met witb, skilled as a physician, an enrthusias-

tic devotion to bis profession and the most ardent mission-

ary zeal, a never-tlagging entbusiasrn in the sacred cause of

tbe Master to whose service lie bas devoted ail bis youthf ni

energy and rare talents.
In the bead of the Deep Sea Mission to Labrador we

bave no fligbty, ignorant enthusîast, but a man of trained

intellect, of exceptional skiil as a surgeon, who bas devoted

bimself for tbe past tbree years to the arduous work of min-

"'Vikings.of To-day: or Life and Medîical Work Amongst
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