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PARIS LETTER.

TIie Frenîch do flot kncow wbatrto thînk
abocut the discussion iii the Fiiglisli press, t»-

'Pecting the relative nauval streiiîgtlî cf Etiglandnc
sud France,, Sonîî cf the lîest ivriters o>u
public affair no couînecti'mî wuith thîe B>oune-
yalrd scribes whose nîmnes are a gueiraiitee for
their Lenspetehîcy and stanîdinig, lhav-c repeated,
auîl de repeat, that Fraîîce has iieitliei thse
iiiit'5 strenigtli cf Eiiuida, stili less, the s-ast
doclkyaicî resuî-ces cf that cîîuîitry. 1 '»'

t)i«, e>îually excellent sîîccialists on behlîsf of

1ûgadave» tlîeir counstry 15 1)010» the hidli
>ater miark necessary foi the proetioni cf lier-
Coliiuîuerce aiud the defelîce cf lier foreigîi ils-

aCsi ns ud tlîat 250 millionus frs. are uîeces-
Ssry te brin, British niaval streiigtli up to ithat
it ought te be. Whio are we te believe The
arguillent thiat lias iti>it forcibly struclý the
French is, if tlîeir existiuug niaval sttemigli be
adequiîte te pr>îtect ilheir 'ierchauit marine-
but iuth in th rai of the tracling, vessels o>f
thie wrld-anîc tîmei colonies, what, is tlîe

iisiior ratlier tlue cljecui, of piliiig ( slia
oii Peljon ? One ocam uncer-taud the Fren-iii

Conîlpeti1 (y witlî Continental Pj>veîs iii tlic
lluitter cf blo,îted uinies, but te 'l try a fali
iadditionî vitlu Enoglancl, ii a lace for a

bloated fluvy, le uot se e>ideît. It is iii tlîe
se tli5t tise comm"n, hi" tiglît bet>veei flic
gro0uped miltions, is mext t" gelîerally accepted,
>Vill ho decideci i p>n'wer tluat is hîckcî(l oîut.

'aud blîîcked ius; ficîn, the ses, clitui>t ilîdefi'

iiitely 1101( outt. Russiat is at case iii1 oinît,

both aftor the treaty c f Tilsit aud the Cri'iîeu
SArîuuec peace il heoi ugls epms

al actual wai.

France is glaîl tlîe Chamibers halve at last
teM(Pencd, tjjcugl wll kmîowiiuîg tIhe crs of
diflicuîties ancl aunxieties is c, îisequucntly coini-

iiecugals» . It is esseuitial te ceissify tlue

aentissd take stock cf tlir o'pinmions.
The tirst tic dilvisioni s>ilI be n-er the electien

'If the Presideuit or Spîeaker, M. Brisson is
the cadfîcidaîte o~f the trruc hilue Republicais. andc

4 ' C;Uiiir-ulr iei, tîmat oîf thie Nlclerittc,,' anid
th lrn terstlie Ocde ire iii fa> or >>f tlîe bitter

htu1h (ire gc>>i mcei aud truc-the mire s>>,
Ï ~ M Perier is ikely t» ucecM Carnoit iii

the ('lectiou foi- tlîe Pîesidency The laiot-
lUegtiois Will lie 1 ushued ut once t>> tle fi-ont
1)Y t'le1 Socialiste huit tlîe latter inuust ho pic-
PI)rocd te indicate wliere the iisomîey for poil-

8iens and ctil)c'saticuis iS t>) couie froi ; till
the iiocessary umillionîs he fcuiîd, tue amielierli-
t'O"i of tlîe lab,>r law s is imcrely the placiiig of
t$ -tîj)d bftcre the horse. Nîîw tlître is iiotlî-
llg meW te ho taxecilu Franice save buclielors
mand cage birds ;nr eau tlîe existiîîg taxes lie

3 augletell withent giving risc t>îgmca dis-
cotet Thîe rev-eue il iîearly 25 mîillionî
f"'. 'i deticit lu the last niie mniths. li i~-
self t'le siliî is ucît inuuel; the sickly pint cf
the fiuiancial situmation is, that tlîe revenue

keep8 0on decliuing like a tuberculose affection.
"lie advanced refoijîuers arc the Radicale; flucy

ne, 1 patch-work measures will do ; tlîe
whole fiscal bagis is wroîug ; it is (out cf joint,

bTh0 s it il hîîllt uîîoi usonarchial fonsatiouis.
remnedy lies iii au income tax, that will

seP ilWay a locust swaii cf petit taxes, and
9101 o~ f employéis te collect tlîcm ;this te-

'eWill aid the workunau, wlîc up te a wage
selle (If 2,500 frs. incomie will be exempted

Omn11 direcet taxation, auîd fremi largo indirect

alo, and hie eau enjoy almest a free
break~fast and a free dînuer table. The icm

tax -%vill strike thec ricli, aiid tAie pouîidagce, t'>",
ivil munit witl tne ilconie. Tfhe statu iisnst

îlot b e a paity to crnsli ng the life ont of the
keeiuî-ofb>îy ad-sultogetlier w'age earnied

by rizîii or nu> >y. ln France, the socialisus
'>f the iasis this : We ai" wvilliuîg t" worlç

-obtaiîu it fri i nec - yon liav c ued of our

lives t>> cifeîid tue counitry ;we cdaim thse right
to bu ab le to gaiu ht a scale of wages, to lie

as liii n i ciiii>e gs, ii> t iii at st;ite of chr> uic lualf

star> iti>>, n.ud iii a coniditioni c>ndeinned to a

l>criiuieit 811uînu. If Society waiits ti,, we
w eut soeiety t>> seenre niq work , and so enale

lis t> stistaii nusle

Tlîci'c is a poijit n>,a little cloud the size
ofa mn's lîaîmd, dowiî for early discussiou inî

the Cliniet. Duriuig tihe visit cf the Rus-

sialis, tlîe legislators 1usd no neaîîs of officially

îiarkiiug tlir syiniatliy witli the Musco>vites,
and o f coiiîg f> rnii;ly iiito liiie ivith the

niationîal hunrrahus. Depnty Deuicehiean iii eîds

subinittiug al mion i>, biiîdiig flue îarlia-

mencut iii sdd ît witlî the iu;îti> us love

f >r Bussia. Biut Dc1 >city Lockr>y, wliile lî;v-

iîîg uc obljection'1 to tlîe inarriage o>f thie Frenich

Rc1 >nliei wli autocratie Iltssia, desires at tlie

saille timec to k-no>v if a treaty of alllaiuce lias

beeiî exocented lîI îvccii th e twn c>)uitries ni.r

is the iiîterclî ige 'f eý >:1nliîîî iits, >nlly g' ,cl

ovislîc.s andl nilotual admnirat'in, not a svorkiu"

tresaty ? Lock r> y feeîs aîîytliii.g lut satistîcd;
asseri s Franice lias tue rîglît t>) kiicw the trnth

iii the iîatî et, andu> lilut ilat, tlîc systeîi of

1> id. of lini !l is nus> i i tal e witl i iîiiversa I

suffrage. 'l'lie n I t> av>od deccî>ti>>ns cf the

iirr> > is t'> lime no' dclusion>îs t>>-day. Ex -

Foreigns Sercrt îî*y Flo>urenus conitiniues luis

ehliuvinistie caiiipaigiî iii far rof linssia lîhis

îvrîtîigs c(Io nît enliai ce lus value as a states-

mnm. Oîîe extra> rdiiuary st utcîiîct amoiig
others -lie accuses Euiglaii> oîf ejtigFranice
frî>îî Eo'gypt, I iitlert> î>e'îîle %witlî îî littie

ii aiiî ai irihîitc tiiat t,> Franice, ec> tiii,, lier-

self, lîy flic Chîîîiher eleiiiig t>> vote the

credit cf 40 nmillionî fis, l'y a miîj>rity cf iîearly
400, t'> seîîd ai u cd(ii>i to > emiv e Arabhi

Pascha. At prescrit tlîe Bn i li aic i iot s> oc-

cupied ab>out evcl> tiîîg Egypîî, as iii i>ievemt-
iliugi aluer poe> r, or >>u crs, fi îî pîlaci ug

lier. 'lie estab>lishmîîenît of a tusiaii fleet ii

tlîe Alcditerraîieaiî w>ilI îot facilitate tue Enî-

that Eiîglaild us mecttiutiiîg foi, a e>aliii>g statin

in Swverleni. The Britishî Ialtic ýi>1uadroiu

would nie;n al greit dloal. The owiels cf

doclsyaiis are lil.cly to I>' iii foi a "' boo,îîî

It is <grattifyiig t>) bu able to record briskness

iii sonie tradle.

'Thîe Bcl)tiblicaîs hlave isever forgiveus thîe

Popie f>>rbee>niig Re1 îîihlicsii. Nor are tbey

erialiourcc ;ît the revclîîtion that, it is te His
1lIîlincss the lînior reverts cf liaviiug bî-oigt

about tue Fî-auco-ltnssiaui allianîce. Theyl b-
ljeved thîe uriioiiu t>o cdie te thîn aftiuîty

cf >pposites. '1hey accuse the I-oly Fatîser cf

waintiug t» îiterieddle w'ith the iternal -

n>)t eternal-cniditioiî of Franco. M. Ligh *t-
heart Ollivier le vchemiitly îleîîuuîciatery cf

the Pontifies policy towards France, believing
it tends t>) sweepl wlîat rciniiiu oif the inde-

pendocnce cf the Clînrch cf France imitoet a ast

Enropeau clerical co-epetation society. Tlîe

Gevernmeuital ergaîs, Le Temps, dees net sec

the hand of the Pope iii the relations nov>

existimug betweeuî France and Russia ;that

the Gallic seul aud the Slavonic seul have

been brought tegether by common business

want tilciu p ,litical initeresis.'' But these are
j ust the re isons that have led Gcrinany, Ans-
tria, and Italy to uiite as allies ;that wili in-

duce Enlsndil( to do the saine whien t(e inno-

mient-very neir at band, nd no timie to bc
lost, thml, inauîy arrives to e kaî-y

mritli China, 8wedeui and Chili, te say iîothing
of-tars of lesser maýnirndIe.

Once a year, the .Japs of Paris celehrate a

mass, as if àt was in full Tokio at the Guiniet

Musiun, wlîere the godls aiià cnrios beloiîging

t> iii tlîe religions 'if the world are shown,
Clie, l3ddliists asseiîbled, carryiiîg tlieiî'
sonîs, for the eeî-emouîy is only addressed t»

the latter. T1'le salle loaîîed to the worsbip-

pers svas irînneiited with i)usts of Buddhae

aîud statues 'f his lîraîîch virtues anid otlier

gicle lights of Asia. Ail ivas very artistic, very

simple, aye, very innocent. Oîîe tlîeusauîd

and sixty-oiîe persons werc present. The

altar was a plaini table below two large can-

dles ;iii tlîc cenitre the statue of Btiddha ; be-

fore linîi, ofl'erings of imîcense ;on ecdi side

vases of ehrysanthemium lowers , thon two

etlier taliors ; iglît strokes on a gong by a

Jap1 valet, who iirecedle the priesi towartds the
altar. 'lie prieet is at native, beleîîging to at

nocble faîîîily, and very younig, perlîaps at Bn>l-

dllist ,urate. Bc il î 1uite au ,iscetie. a fille

head, delicate features, expressiuîg iiothiug
coazrsi),, syiboliziuig sûreiîity rather thaîîiii-.

telligenice ;lie is ilrcssed iii a yellow surîdico
aud a purlc searf civet neck aiiid slîoulders.

'1'lerc, is no muîsic, as iii the westerni chtîreles,
iior vocal chaints as iii tlîe lInssian. he îriest

saintes thie statue of Bîiddha, theui intoîîes a

prayer o it, iii a guttural voico. That voice
froiîî so del icai e aud artistie a body lîad the

sneeflect oii uie as wheiî a ver' pretty

Frenceh girl speaks like Macbeth's raven -

croaklçiig with hoarseness. flaviiîg pliritied

the oflerigs oii th(, adtar, the priest rings at
little silver heul, Iiaving thîe inomt deliciolis
sotnd a muîsical car coulîl desire. 'Ncxt iras
takeîî a su> ci' salver lacii w ith petîîls of flow-
ers, nd distributed, pincli iy lîiîch, to seenre

c;ilii andl liapliness iii the IItei worlds. '' Thon
oui bis kiins a invocationi for Bnddlîists iii

particuilar nd the wicked world iin genleral-
tliat's the Doinie salveiîi fac 1{egiuii, aîîd per-

luals iepileaî.A fter it sileuit iîryer
aiiother littie bell is rungc, but devoid of the

aiugelic suveetiîess of its sister ;the priest tlîeîî

rises, bots to the faitlîful or the enri'ms-

stands till ail pas ont before the altîir ;theii

lie ls>lts iiîto at closet anîd shuiits lîluiiself iii.

The nîext imues will ho twelve montlîs lîeîîce.
Thle lotus of Buddlî'î will hardly dispossess tlue

rose of M%,ary, iii Fiance ait loast. In suni-
nier, Professor Rosny gives Bnddliist 1 icnîcs,

sud always iii a forest ln tlhe neighhorhood of

Paris. H1e sud luis whloe party wein arrested
last year by ulie fcrest guards on suspicioni of

beimg poachecrs, but a> ery creed lbas its unar-

tyrs. Wlîeii the lduddllists numnbor mne htîn-

clred tliousaiid, they can dlaim legally a state

eiîdownucnt.

Tlue dranias of respectable poverty are pet-

haps the clirest of the (lire. A ptcifessor of

iiatheiatics, coiiuectedl withi several noble

familles of France, aged 5-8, conld obtain no

employmieît. H1e could not di,, and to beg lie

>vas ashamied ; hie tricd choppiîg wood foi, a

working day of twclve heurs, at a wusge of legs

than oie hiali-penny an hour. On tliis pit-

tance hie hiad to pay rent and support his wife..

The latter hie wed two years age. Hc fell ini.


