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sins xvhich nevertheless we do not and can-
not coîîîpei the Engiish people to treat as

sins, though we discourage thcm with ail

the energy of democratie displeasure.

Drunkenncss and other ferma of vice are

instanccd as cases of the kind. Il Evcry

xvholesome society does what it cari to popu-

larize a standard of Inanly citizenshtp

witich is directly opposed to sclfishness,
Indolence, and dissipation."i This means,
in a word, we take it, that cvery State is

bound to do ail in its power to develop its
own strength and the weli!being of its

citizens, and that the tendency of the free
practce of suicide wouid ohviousiy be in

the opposite direction. Laws for the pre-
vention of suicide are bascd, like ail other

civ'il laws, upon expcdiency. It is nlot easy

to sec bow anyone could doubt the exped-

iency of preventing by every means the

prevalence of the practice of suicide, for,
thougli it might be argued with soe

t plauaibiiity that the taking off of the man

who bas not nerve enough to bear the brunt
of life's duties and trials can hardly be con-

sidered a ioss to the, State, there can be no

doubt that the result and tendency of free

and frequent suicide wouid be demoralizing

in the extreme.
What is more needed and likely te be

more useful is, it seems to us, a careful and

thorougli cnquiry into the causes of suicide

t and of that tendcncy to its increalie which

moat persons wouid probabiy agree is

somewhat strongly marked at the presenit

day. iltra is a fild of investigation which

bas neyer, se fair as we are aware, been

carefuliy expiered, and from which might

be obtained facta that wouid be highly

serviceable to seciety, the State and the
(hurch. A carefîti enqiairy, as exhaustive

as it might be possible te make it, into the

antecedent history of a hundred or a thou-

sand cases of suicide, especially those in
which the act was premedit-àted and delib-

erate, would do mucli more than gratify a

morbid curîosity. It miglît ha found te ha

highly useful and instructive. \Ve are not

sure that sncb an enquiry might net pioper-

]y be instituted by Government, or at

Ï least aided from the public funds.
Meanwbiie it is net difficuit te discover

and set down in a general sort of way,

some of the more manifest causes which

tend in tha direction of suicide. Among

these we should ha disposed to entimerate

the undue stress which is luuing laid on

wealth as a means cither of social standing

and display, or of material coînfort. \Ve

should acknowledgc ourseives much mis-

tken should net an investigation sucb as

we have suggested reveal that a very large
percentage of cases of suicide in these days
take place among the class wbe prizc such
things unduly. So many place the chief
or the whole vaiue of life in sucb things
as social distinction, or materiai comforts
and luxuries, that when the means of
procuring theuse things are lest, or in jaop-

b ardy, tbcy can se nothing further worth
living, for.

'I-

Ccmbined with these causes and often
in ccnstquence et them, is that nervous ten-

sien which is se, characteristic of many, on

this oontinent, especially in the United

States. A nervous system unstrung and

shattcred leada directly to the lack of cour-

age te face coming ills, real or fancîed, and

causes hundreda to scek refuge in dcath

f rom the depressing conEciousncss of their

own weakness and incapacity. There is iii

tlîis a valuable hint for parents and teach-

ers. It i5 of the greatest importance to the

coming generation that the children of this

day ba taught te seek higher ends than

those which are se littie worth striving fer

and se easily missed.
This leads L.s te a conclusion, whiclî we

can merely state in the briefeat termil.

Mr. Ernest James Clark, the suicide aboya

ailuded te, whe wrote te the Chronicie- be-

fore committing the fatal act, was ne doubt

night in ascribing his deed and that of many

others te the lireakdown of that faith in

Providence which is the strongeat of ail

barriers in the way of self -destruction, as

wcll as the moat eff,'ctive of ail antidotes te

the moral poison wbich creates the impulse

towards it. Take away the belief in a

Divine Ruler who will one day explain al

the mysteries and right ail the wrongs of

humanîty and in a great future in which

will ha found escape fram ail the trials and

miseries of this if e, and it la difficuit to sea

-what remains in which can be found suffi-

cient motive te deter f tom self-destruction
in tiiose moments ef despondency, which

coma to most lives, or sufficient hope te cri-

able one te bear with cheerfuness the ilîs

which tlcsh, in its beat estatu, is heir te. Is

thia faith in God antd the future iife declin-

ing î If se, what is the' cause and how can

it be rcmeved i
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Acadian Rîcoîrder, Nv hich poiti Itlîi, i'
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j' inicîl the edittiai 'taf If tliC atf

in.g Cîhroinîei, and fl sot' l'i t 1 ' id tit
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btîttles, tutti il pulitie il cainpai'! dj ll
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their surprise anti chiagrin dot. iuly 1 1 If

Lilicral colicattue, ufter a treitll fe
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