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sing which nevertheless we do not and can-
not compel the English people to treat as
gins, though we discourage them with all
the energy of democratic displeasure.”
Drunkenness and other forms of vice are
instanced as cases of the kind.
wholesome society does what it can to popu-
larize a standard of manly citizenshtp
which is directly opposed to selfishness,
indolence, and dissipation.” This means,
in a word, we take it, that every State is
bound to do all in its power to develop its
own strength and the well-being of its
citizens, and that the tendency of the free
practice of suicide would obviously be in
the opposite direction. Laws for the pre-
vention of suicide are based, like all other
civil laws, upon expediency. It is not easy
to see how anyone could doubt the exped-
iency of preventing by every means the
preva'ence of the practice of suicide, for,
though it might be argued with some
plausibility that the taking off of the man
who has not nerve enough to bear the brunt
of life’s duties and trials can hardly be con-
sidered a loss to the State, there can be no
doubt that the result and tendency of free
and frequent suicide would be demoralizing
in the extreme,

What is more needed and likely to be
more useful is, it seems to us, a careful and
thorough enquiry into the causes of suicide
and of that tendency to its increase which
most persons would probably agree is
gsomewhat strongly marked at the present
day. Here is a field of investigation which
has never, so far ag we are aware, been
carefully explored, and from which might
be obtained facts that would be highly
serviceable to society, the State and the
Church. A careful enquiry, as exhaustive
s it might be possible to make it, into the
antecedent history of a hundred or a thou-
gand cases of suicide, especially those in
which the act was premeditated and delib-
erate, would do much more than gratify a
morbid curiosity. It might be found to be
highly useful and instructive. We are not
sure that such an enquiry might not proper-
ly be instituted by Government, or at
least aided from the public funds.

Meanwhile it is not ditficult to discover
and set down in & general sort of way,
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gome of the more manifest causes which
tend in ths direction of suicide. Among
these we should be disposed to enumerate
the undue stress which is being laid on
wealth as a means either of social standing
and display, or of material comfort. We
should acknowledge ourselves much mis-
taken should not an investigation such as
we have suggested reveal that a very large
percentage of cases of suicide in the'ese days
take place among the class who priz2 such
things unduly. So many place the chief
or the whole value of life in such things
as social distinction, or material comforts
and luxuries, that when the means of
procuring these things are lost, or in }sop-
ardy, they can see nothing further worth
living for.
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Ccmbined with these causes and often
in conseyuence of them, is that nervous ten.
sion which is so characteristic of many, on
this continent, especially in the United
States, A nervous system unstrung and
shattered leads directly to the lack of coumr-
age to face coming ills, real or fancied, and
causes bundreds to seek refuge in death
from the depressing coneciousness of their
own weakness and incapacity. Thereis in
this a valuable hint for parents and teach-
ers. It is of the greatest importance to the
coming generation that the children of this
day be taught to seek higher ends than
those which are so little worth striving for
and so easily missed.

This leads us to a conclusion, which we
can merely stale in the briefest terms.
Mr. Ernest James Clark, the suicide above
allnded to, who wrote to the Chronicle be-
fore committing the fatal act, was no doubt
right in ascribing his deed and that of many
others to the breakdowa of that faith in
Providence which is the strongeat of all
barriers in the way of self-destruction, as
well as the most eftuctive of all antidotes to
the moral poison which creates the impulse
towards it. Take away the belief in a
Divine Ruler who will one day explain all
the mysteries and right all the wrongs of
humanity and in a great future in which
will be found escape from all the trials and
miseries of this life, and it is diflicult to see
what remains in which can be found suffi-
cient motive to deter from self-destruction
in those moments of despondency, which
come to most lives, or sufficient hope to en-
able one to bear with cheerfulness the ills
which flesh, in its best estaty, is heir to. Is
this faith in God and the future life declin-
ing 1 If 8o, what is the cause and how can
it be removed ?
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HON. J. WILBERFORCE LONGLEY, M. A,
ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF NOVA
SCOTIA.

It has been o subject of frequent cowmment
in Canadian journals that Nova Scotians ap-
pear to have a special taste and aptitude for
political life, and it is unquestionably true that
this little Province by the sea has been the
birthplace of alarge proportion of the men who
have oceupicd public attention in Canada dur-
ing the last quarter of a century.

The subject of the present sketch was bom
at Paradise, in the county of Annapolis, in the
year 1849. His paternal great-grandfather
was a United Empire Loyalist who settlod in
Annapolis County.  Ilis maternal grandfather,
Rey. James Manning, was born in Treland and
was one of the pioneer Baptist ministers of
Nova Seotia.  The present Attorney-General of
Nova Scotin was educated at Acadia College,
where he graduated in June, 1871, and four
years afterwards he was called to the bar of
Nova Scotia. While articled as a law stulent
in the city of Halifax he became a frequent
contributor to the press of Halifax, and took
an act've interest in current pohtical questions.
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