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CUBRENT COMMENT.

“The Atithor Of A new life of the
A New Eite, Venerable
fouhdress of the

‘drey Nuns has lately been sent to us
for review. The author is the Rev.
David Ramsay, brother of the late
Judge T. X. Rimsay of Montieal.
Father Rahisay's conversion to the
Catholic church in the maturity of his
manhood was a notable eveht in the
Province of Quebec some thirty-five
years ago. He astoiiished all his high-
ly-¢onnected relatives by withdrawing
from the world and going through,
when thirty-six years of age, the long
preparation for the priesthood. Soon
after his ordination he entered the
rinks of the secular clergy in England,
where he labored valiantly among the
poor of the North for more than twenty
years, becoming Rector of St. Bede's,
South Shields and Rural Dean of 8¢,
Ajdan. Wherever he went he endeared
himself to all by his charity to the
needy, whom he assisted from his own
.ample inheritance, and by his devotion
to the cause of Catholic education.
Five or six years ago he returned to
‘Canada with shattered health but with
-4 mind enriched by the experience of a
zealous missionary and the varied cult-
ure of 4 refined and studious priest.
Such 8 man is admirably fitted to write
the life of a saintly gentlewoman such
-a8 the Venerable Margaret Mary Du-
frost de Lajemwierais, widow of Mr.
Francis d'Youville, and foundress of
the Sisters of Charity, commonly called

Grey Nuns. '
M
Madame We learn from this
d*Youville. interesting and well-

written biOgmphy
-that Mary Margaret was the eldest of
the six children of Lieutenant, after-
wards Captain Dufrost de Lajemme-
rais, and was born on October 15, 1701,
As her sister was, through her mar-
riage with Mr. Gamelin-Maugras, the
great-grandmother of the late Mon-
seigneur Tache, archbishop of St. Bon-
iface, the Foundress of the Grey Nuns
was his great-grand-aunt. a fact which
the distinguished and much beloved
prelate was fond of recalling. It was
indeed a curious coincidence that the
most striking figure in the ecclesiastic-
al history of the Canadian Northwest
should have been related by the ties of
blood both to the discoverer of the Red
River country, La Verandrye, and to
the foundress of the sisterhood that
have identified themselves with the
spread of Catholicism in this western
land. :

escesrsmmvmomstrretemm———
Her No wonder the Grey
Crosses. Nuns have so great a de-

votion to the Cross of
-Christ., The life of the Veperable Mas-
dame d'Youville is one succession of
crosses. Her father having died when
she was only seven years of age, and
the family being left almost destitute,
.she soon learnt the valuable but pain-
ful lessons of adyersity. At thirteen,

>

she seemed like a second riother to her
brothers and sisters. Her charm of
face and manner won her many admir-
ers among gentlemen of the best fam-
ilies, and yet she waited till she was
one and twenty before marrying Mr.
®'Youville, who, after all, was utterly
unworthy of the affection she bore him.
Her aged mother-in-law was so peevish
and capricious that visitors were prac-
tically excluded from the house. When
her husband died of pleurisy after
eight years of neglect and reckless ex-
penditure, leaving her burdened with
debts and the care of two boys, the
survivors of five children, she bravely

»{ undertook to keep a little shop, and by

her skill in trade soon succeeded in pay-
ing off her husband’s debts and even in
satisfying her own burning love for the
poor. The beginnings of her great work
were very humble : she and three young
ladies rented a house in Which they re-
ceived four or five poot Pebple; this
house of refuge was opened October 80,
1788, Assoon is it became known in
the city of Montreal that the Sulpician
Fathers intended confiding to Madame
@'Youville the care of What Was then
the General Hospital, an institution
founded as a brotherhood by devout but
uninspired and incotipetent laymen

tottering to its ruitl, the uredgoniing

less women, jeered at them as they went
to church and even pelted them with
stones. ** Worse still,” says Dean
Rdmsay, '‘the miost misch¥evoug cu-
litnnies were invented and citouldtsd
against them, their traducers going so
far as to assert that, in contempt both
of the ecclesiastical law and of the
King’s ordindnces, theseé ladies gold in-
tokicating liquor to the Indians, and
even made use of it themselves, Strange
tosay, these absurd calumnies were the
origin of their being called ** Les Scours
Gtises.” The Sisters .of Charity in
France had, in some towns, been called
**Sceurs Grises” because of their grey
costume‘; but the word ** gris ” hag two
meanings : GREY and TIPSY ; and in the
latter unfavorable sense it was first
applied to our good nuns, They humbly
accepted the name, and have made it
honored and esteemed.”
R
Her Madame d'Youville's
Nuctess, Order has grown from
- the small mustard seed
to the great tree with widespread-
ing branches, An interesting ‘ap-
pendix informs wus that the num-
ber of professed Grey Nuns in
1895 was 1358. The charitable and
educational institutions commited to
their care number 180; in the former
6,860 poor inmat_es are provided for, and
in the latter 21,594 children are instruct-
ed. We are treated to a graphic de-
scription, by a visitor, of the Mother-
house on Guy, Dorchester and St. Mat-
thew streets, Montreal, where ‘900 in-
mates of all ages, from the foundling to
the nonagenarian. are comforted and

‘made happy in their cheerful poverty.

The establishments of this noble sister-
hood stretch from Charlottetown, P. E.
L, in the extreme West to Providence,
on the shores of the Great Slave Lake.
in the extreme northand as far south as
Morristown, New J ersey. This wond-
rous development is a proof of the
Church’s vitality and zeal in Canada.
Outside of Europe, there is probably no
country in the world that has originat-
ed and developed from its own unaided
resources s0 many flourishing sister-
hoodsasthe Provinceof Quebec. In other
lands in North and South America.
most of the convents are of European
origin, in so far at least that, though
they may have afterwards become jn-
dependent of the Mother-House in
France or Spain or Portugal or Italy or
Germany, they began and were found-

Europe or gone thither for their models ;
but the Grey Nuns, like the Sisters
of - Notre Dame, the Sisters of
the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, the
Sisters of Providence and the Sisters of
8t. Ann, were founded and recruited
chiefly by Canadian women according

~

crowd turned vpon these four defence-|

ed by women who had come from |

to Canadian ideas and methods, they |

are 1*aby of the soil and intensely patri-
otic. One riges from the persual of this
beautiful life of Madame d’Youville, so
tastefully printed by the Sisters them-
selves, so chastely illustrated by Paris-
ian artists, with a feeling of deep grat-
itude for the marvellously practical
Christian holiness already energizing a
century and a half ago ini the Catholic
city of Villemarie. And then, looking
around Manitoba and the Northwest,
one feels with increasing thankfulness
that the good Sisters have not degener-
ated from the high thoughts and eon-
stant self-denial of their Venerable
Mother,

CATHOLIC MYSTICISM.

The Holy Father's encyclical is ope
sustained argument from Scripture and
tradition in proof of the existence of g
supernaturally guided Church. It ang-

wers with irrefutable logic the uniters. |
al hutan yearning after the supetha. |

tral. Despite the favotite boast of sl
age that it has cut itself loose from the

unseen, that unseen continually draws,

men to it with */the cords of Adam,
With the bands of love.” This mdgnetic

abthaction explaltis the insaite cotviil.,

sions of a camp nieeting devotee, who

‘.hopes to attain by nervous emotion
and then wretchedly mismanaged and;

what the grace of God alone can give,
the blitid gropings ‘of Mincere spiritual:

ists and the superldtive rait of the New

French Mysti‘cigni #s expounded by M.
Fourniere. The Vicomte de Vogue says
of such dreamers:’ ** They make desp-
erate efforts to intent & religious and
moral ideal ori thé margin of Catholic
doctrine. Extteme and unbalanced
minds seek this' ideal in spiritism ;
others wait patieatly, with the Hope
that dogma will become transformed
and lend itself to the interpretations of
science ; the majority let themselves be
rocked in the lap of a vague mysticism.
They flutter a,roqﬂ{l faith like ironm fil-
ings around o m@éﬁet, secretly attract-
ed by it, and yet not strongly énough to
adhere toit,” - -

A rational quest of . the supernatural
is the exclqsivéfheritage of the true
faith. ‘Alnio‘éf aii Catholics have occa-
sional glimpges of the divine, glimpses
which prove that'they are on the right
road, We say “almost all Catholics,
for thers appear -dome unfortunate ex-
ceptions, some practical Catholics who
have no momentd, of fervor, who seem
never to have folt the yearnings of God’s
supreme love, parents who, while jeal-
ously guarding the morals of their
children and tellipg them to say their
prayers, rever pray aloud with tbem,
people who, though partaking of the
Sacrament of Love three or four times
a year, shorten their thanksgiving in a
way that shocks pious souls, But these
are only exceptional cases, and even
thev would probably be warmed to new
spiritual life were they to be told of the
solid_ consolations of Catholic mys-
ticiswn.

This beautiful theme forms the sub-
ject of oné of the most femarkable con-
tributions to the Catholic culture of the
day, the article on ‘*The Love of the
Mystics” by A. A. McGuiley in the
Catholic World for this month. The
writer comments, with much original
grasp of his theme, upon % new version
of the Dialogue of the Seraphic Virgin,
Catherine of Siena, translated from the
original Italian, with an: introduction
on the study of mysticism by Algar
Thorold, a recent convert. The latter
is quoted as saying: ** Mysticism isas
real a part of the experience of man as
the nervous system,” and ** so far from
its being a delusion it is one of the most
exact sciences,” *‘The great mysties
are not maniacs revelling in individual
fantasies; they have but developed to
the full extent of their powers tenden-
cies existing, in germ at least, in all
normally developed men of all time.”
Further on, the reviewer puts the mat-

ter in this telling way: * Nothing can

satisfy the best longings of the soul but
the Infinite, because the Infinite alone
is perfect truth, and truth is the proper
food of the intellect. Mysticism is but
the logical explanation of this craving.
It explains it by a condensed syllogism
so simple that all can grasp its signific-

ance: ‘for thyself, O God, thou hast
created us, ‘and therefore our hearts
shall e restless untill they rest in thee.’
The first law of psychology will accept
both the premisses and the conelusion,
Mysticism isthe spiritual term, psycho-
logy the natural term of the science of
the soul, and in an analysis of the
human consciousness the latter will
agree with the former that ‘the desire
for ecstasy is at the very root of heart of
ournature.” ‘This craving,’ says Mr.
Thorold, * when bound down by the an-
imal instincts, meets us on every side in
those hateful contortions of the social
organism called the dram-shop and the
brothel.” The soul shrinks from routine
and inactivity as the body shrinks from
death. Activity is the life of the soul
and ecstasy is the highest expression of
activity.”

The mistake of the common herd is to
guppose that sensual love can give that
ecstasy which God alonie. tasted and
loved after persevering self-dental, cin

give. The reviewer then proceeds to)

show how heresy has perverted haman

love; by making it a selfish passion; ]

‘' The self-idéd in Protestuntism was
manifested almost &t the beginning of
it»s-car’éer in the reigning tilought of the
literature of that time, whose strongest
characteristic was the revival‘ of the
Séniduoks Glétient. The tettraihing
hand of Catholic ddctritie being lifted,
there was nothing now to keep men
from pouring forth from their hearts at
will and in full tide every emotion and
passich which the hurhai hewrt ean ox-
perience. No matter if souls tiight be
be swept away by the onrushing tor-
rent, let arthave its fullswing and put
no check on the reins of genius. Catholic
doctrine might teach, if it will, that it
were better to lose a whole school of lit-
erature than that one human soul
should be sullied by an impure thought,
a8 it had proved that it were better to
lose anation rather than mat . the integ-

| xity of themarriage sacrament. By such

teaching the world says it but proved
itsignorance and its inferiority to art.
But as the church has always, and will
ever, hold to a practice consistent with
her teachings, so, too, has heresy work-
ed out to a logical fulfilment the promi-
8e8 it gave at the beginning of its career.
The world no longer loves according to
tlie way the heart, illdmined by the in-
tellect, dictatvs ; it learns the art from
the modern novel, and uses it as & text-
book in which it finds the rules and
methods by which the art js best acquir-
ed. Men and women love as they have
learned to love from books. And at the
end of it all it is found that the texte
books have lied ; their rules dre false and
their methods failures. No Catholic, as
such, could write the naturalistic novel of
to-day; because the motive of such &
novel is founded on the principle that the
full gratification of sensualiove is the be-
all and end-all of human happinens, and
thiB is & slander on human life. No child
of Adam would ever be willing to accept
a8 his full portion of happiness such gra-
tification ; for that portion of his being,
his sonl, which is the part that possesseés
the largest capacity for happiness, is
lelt out of the reckoning altogether,
They who thus depict nature have
grasped but her feet of clay, and are

* Without the power to lift thetr eyes and see

Her godlike head crowned with spiritual fire

And todching other worlds,’

THE EXHIBITION,

The directors of the Winnipeg Indus.

trial Exhibition Association_are to be
congratulated on the immense success
they achieved this year. The fair open-
ed on Tuesday last and from then unti}
Saturday night the grounds and build-
ings were thronged with people inspect-
ing the exhibits and taking in the attrac-
tions. Never before has *there been so
many visitors to the city from oatside
points ; the weather was, after the first
day, all that could be desired ; tne pro-
ducts of the country placed on exhibition
exceeded in number and excellence
those of any previous year, and ina

word, the success from every point of;

View, wis 5o gréat s to cause all patrio-
tic Manitobans unalloyed joy &nd ‘to

o ; : 4
make them look forward with pleasure

toa repetition next year: - It is worthy of
note in the Rivigw that one or two of
the Catliolic 'institutions of“‘tl‘lp country
shewed up well. 'In the competition for °
general exhibitg by"Indian Industrial
schools a good collection of work was
put in by the principals of the St. John’s,
Qu’appelle and St. Boniface schools.
They were each of such excellent char-
acter that the judges found it ex-
ceedingly difficult to award the place of
Lonor, but finally decided to give the
diploma to §t. Boniface school and
divide the money prizes between the
three institutions. All three schools
8ecured prizes for single entries in cther
classes in which the work exhibited
¢ame into competition with the public
8chools of the country and also with
other exhibitord, Tlig Review heartily

| congratuintes the directors on the sue-

cesss they met -with, and particularly

bears witness to the fact that the smooth

working of the affair wis due in no smmalt

degree to the excelleit way iy whivk

Manager Heubach carried ol the daties

of his office, :
S ————————————

I8 IT OBTUBENESS OR BRUTALITY?

The subjoined clippitigs frem the
Chathaii Planet Show BIthek deilds
stupidity or rathless brutality. The
people have not declared agaisst the
testoration of Catholie schoels; bn the
cofitraty, in the Protéstant Provinces Sif
gharie_s Tupper had & majotity for the
Remedial Bill, in the Catholic province
the .majority is made ap of men whe
Wit o remlore Catholie schools atd who
differ only as to dyetheds. The cHpping
from the Tokorits Telegrats is indssurate :
we never said anything aboat what
Archbishop Langevin wants, becanse
his people hre at ohe with him, howeval
much the Telegram, with that tyranniesl
brutality to which triumphant Protest-
antism has accustomed us, may strive to
ivolate His Grace. The Telegram shoud
remember that the Laurier ministry is
not étérnal. Every government that
does not settle this question will be oveie
thrown.” The secret societies with which
Ontario is honeycombed may delude
both the Planet And the Telégram inth
feelings of fictitions might ; bt secret
plotters are sure to be exposed in the
long run and to fall before the Lonest
intignation of an outraged people.
CATHOLICE WILL NOT COMPROMISR,

The prospect of M#. Lantier settiing
the Manitola schiool question Batisfact-
orily to all parties concerned as he pro-
mised ig very remote. The last issue of
the Northwest Review (Catholic) Says :
“If Messrs. Latiriet And Greenway thidk
that we will Accept &t their hands the
toleration which i8 granted to our co-
religionisls in Nova Scotia, who have no
legal status, no constitational guaravtesy
Yo Privy Councdl jwdgment &t vhel
Backs, tiley hive failed ntterly to gange
the temper of the minority that has for
81X years, against tremeéndous odds, so
nobly struggled for it rights. Again we
name our”terms: ‘Catholic schdols o

ing.

Still the Review forgets that Laurier
has a greater mandate than constijy-
tional guarantees or coart judgments
refuse to restote Catbolic schools in
Manitoba. The people have dectared
against that restoration in electing him
and that ends the matter or shéuld, end
it 80 far as the Dominion 18 concefried.
It Lias been relegated 14 Manitoha and

to Manitoba the Northwest Review
should talk.—Planet,

———

The Northwest Review talks about
what the minority will accept and what
will satisfy Archibishop Langevin, ., That
sort of talk Was in order before the elée.
tion. The issue has changed into &
question of not what the minority wijl

L4

accept, but of what the minority will
get, and since June 23, 1896, the duty of
the Governient ¥s tosatisfy thié country,
not Archbishop Langevin..-Toronte Tele.
gram, ‘ S

1f the minority get on the school ques.
tion what the Conservative party got on
that same question it willbe“one in tiye
neck.”—Planet.

o,
A POINT ON UNITY,

The second part of Pope Leo's ency-
clical on Christian unity, which we pub-
lish this week, is & development on that
unswerving appeal to first principles ‘on
which we commented in our last issue.
The veiled language of diplomacy and
the subtle shirking of difficult points
have no place in this, the most remark-
ableé manifesto of our time. No ‘Catho-
lic who has been grounded in his Cate-
chism could heve entertained any dowbt
a8 to the mature and conditions of the
unity which our Tord institoked Fn
founding His Chiwtch &s the ‘srk of ¥elfh-

tion, but the press has recently tade s




