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enterprise. Even the sober-minded piety of the brothers in Britain was at
fault, and urgent appeal was made to Hugh to desist from the effort, as it was
evidently not the will of the Almighty that the line should succced. Here it
was that Hugh Allan showed the stuff of which he was made. He maintained
that there was no special reason why the Almighty should have a special grudge
against their enterprise, or show it in a way that brought so much peril and loss
to innocent people.  If vessels were lost, there must be a reason for it which
could be discovered, and the defect remedied. Z%emse/zes must be in fault :
violating somewhere the fixed laws of nature. He thought he saw the fault in
the attempt to navigate a dangerous gulf and estuary which were imperfectly
known and very imperfectly lighted, under a contract imposing a heavy fine
for every hour’s delay, no matter how needful delay might be. Captains were
naturally anxious to prevent loss by these fines, and so pushed on when pru-
dence would have advised a slacker rate for a time. Having induced the
Government to alter the contract, and to improve the lighting of the river and
gulf of the St. Lawrence, Mr. Allan showed his confidence in the result by at
once ceasing to insure his vessels, forming a private fund and account for that
purpose.  The result fully justified his sagacity, courage and indomitable perse-
verance. He wowld not he beaten, and he was not ; and to-day a magnificent
fleet of twenty steamers are making their voyages with an order, speed and
regularity which have made the “Allan Line” a favorite with more than the
Canadian public. ) '

Naturally, this vast carrying trade has brought Sir Hugh Allan into con-
nection with most of the enterprises which have been undertaken for the de-
velopment of Canada. Knighted about ten years ago, as one of the most
representative men of the colony which the Queen delighted to honour, he
still occupies that foremost position, being President of a score or more Qf cor-
porations in banking, railways, mining and insurance, }’ro}?ahl_\f three-fourths
of the great coal interests of Nova Scotia are controlled by Sir Hugh Allan, as
is even the Eastern Extension Railway, now in course of construction in the
same Province. Yet he is not a man who bulks largely before the public. He
is little seen upon platforms ; writes few letters to the newspapers ; and troubles
himself but little as to what people say of him. His great concern is still his
business. Early and late he gives it close personal supervision ; and ])r(')hnbly
far more of his waking hours are spent in his oftice by the wharf than in the
beautiful mansion of Ravenscrag on the sides qt' Mount Royal. _ '

A sketch of Sir Hugh Allan without a reference to the ‘Pacific Railway
Scandal’ would be conspicuously incomplete. Everybody knows that the
‘Scandal’ was the gift of money by Sir Hugh to the clection expenses of the
party of a government from which the Company of w]}l(_]) he was president
Was expecting to receive a charter fnr the construction of a road fron} Ocean to
Ocean. 'The fact is simply historical ; but it may be allowed that in the heat
and passion of the time many explanatory circumstances were disregarded or
disbelieved. Sir Hugh still contends (and many will agree with him) that his
scheme would have built the road, and Dbullt it more cheaply than it can be
done by the substituted Plan of Mr. Mackenzie.  And he declared at the time
—and still declares—that his subscription to the clection fund was a matter
altogether apart from the expectation of the road-charter, being simply the
act of a wealthy man when the political party to which he had always been
attacked was in danger. The charter he regarded as a scttled thing in no
way contingent upon any subscription he might give or withhold. It is very
Probable that the whole matter will come up for review. now that time has
cooled the political fever of that (_1:1_\'. A greater cscandal’ is that loose
morality in our Canadian politics which has issued in the purchase and sale of
a constituency being regarded by hoth sides of the house as a thing of course
and the fit subject of a jest. )

To sum up all, Sir Hugh Allan has been, _.'md I5, a man of great power
and influence, which he has turncd almost. entirely into the channels of com-
mercaial enterprise.  The strong points of }ns character have been hrought ont
Prominently.  ‘They are the lights of the picture : perhaps the sh:uln.w\- may be
He who runs may read the broad lessons written in the

Indicated by them. .
Perhaps some subordinate

life of an earnest, courageous, persevering man.
lessons may be read between the lines: and it may be asked whether an all-
al)sorl)ing devotion to one pursuit is justified even by the magnificent material

results which have accrued to Sir Hugh Allan. GRAPHITE,

ON PRAYING.

A Sermon Preached at Zion Church by Rev. Alfred J. Bray.

Srt. MATT. vii,, 7. &,

The religious life of man has its beginning in communion with God. ~ But
conversion and completeness are far apart. The onc is the negative condition ;
the other positive. The one is the purity of early childhood ; the other the
Yirtues, the graces, the strength of manhood. The one is the green shoot
that hag heaved up through the soil; the otheris the tree, full of life, with
Many branches, strong, and bearing fruit.  But the intermediate steps, the
Browth, is that assured ? There is only a little life, and it is delicate 5 are there
any forces which can be laid under contribution to help it grow? Is the solil
Bood?  Wil| there be plenty of warm sunshine, and not too much to burn it
UP?  Will there be rain, yet no great destructive floods to beat it down? I
am told that when I am conscious of this new life—when the warm blood
YCgins to throb in my veins, I must press on until I have rcached the goal of
fe—the term of all being—God. But how am I to run? how am I to walk?

OW am I 1o crawl, even? I am a child. At first, perhaps, a flood of joy
breaks upon me; Iam in a tumult of delight. Iam in a new world; the
Breat blue vault above shines bright with God; from the glancing stars He
]°°k§ straight into my eyes, and I do not shun the gaze: the fields, the hilis,

€ ntvers, the seas, all have new meaning for me—I am in a new world. And

350 am pew: 1 have new thoughts, new feelings, new desires—I am a new
STeature, RBut the tumult soon subsides, and then 1 am face to face with a
MOst mysterious and most matter-of-fact life. I have to pace the daily round

of dull routine, 1 want to be humble ; T admire humility, but pride is In me a

mnsterfpl spirit of evil. I want to be generous to men; but T am possessed of
a mocking, scornful spirit, a very devil that makes me madly bitter m‘d i)}tt r?
mad. Passions live—and while they live they burn. And the qucs{ion I "mf( 4
this: Have I any power in me that is not self-destructive—any force a‘t' .
command that, if put in motion, will lift me up and not drag me down? i

Jesus Christ has anticipated that question.  He built up before men

perfectness—showed them the incarnated conception of highest fr'mdc:t
truest manhood.  But he was not an artist come to exhibit his nmls't,cr{j)ic‘:c  for
the people’s admiration.  He did not say, “ See the beauty of that g buLt IOE
said, « Je as beautiful as that—copy it—reproduce it in yoursclv‘cs‘ » And ]ict
was not imposing an impossible task upon them ; it was not the ;)'ld demand
that men make bricks without straw.  But it says, “There are forces in ;)l -
selves which if put into action will command the blessings of heaven lvhlll-
they are.  Ask for them——seck them, and you shall havcbthcm That forc sl
pm,\‘cr." ' . ' 8
‘ Religion, as T understand it, is the bond of union between the soul and
God: the great and sacred covenant, Prayer is religion in molion——-ihc c;vcr—
tive faculty of the renewed nature; it circles the man praying and the (“6d
addressed ; it is the rainhow—its arch in heaven, its two cnds m? li)c earth '

An lonest reader of the Bible would come to the conclusion quite natur-
ally, and without the aid of note or comment, that prayer to God in pctiiion
and as converse, is a thing of paramount importance. ~ He would be struclé

with the startling emphasis that is everywhere laid upon the exercise.  He
would - see that  earnest, persistent prayer  was commended by it
and  rewarded—the praver of the blind  for sight—the  prayer ()E'

the sick for hc:l.hng«!hg prayer of the mother for her child,~—and that the
sum of Apostolic teaching was pray without ceasing—continue instant in
prayer, mn scason and out of scason. ) o
But things have happened which ean hardly be accounted for.  The sons
have outgrown the superstitions, the weaknesses of their fathers.  We claim to
be practical—to be selfsuflicient.  Not that we deny God, but we f‘l.“‘ l)'\("k
upon ourselves for all we want.  “God helps those who help lhcmﬂc‘lvcs‘ » lb
the old motto we quote and live by—a motto worthy of its heathen .orin‘i.n a
proverh black with the danger of self-suflicieney ; charged to bursting w?th—tT“
fires of human conceit.  WWork 1 zoork r—that is the ery of the age 'hln"wm' 11L
too much a I‘I‘ling of l_hc inaggination and the sentiment to have a ];l:'u:c‘i'nvthz
programme of a practical man. - Now, T do hate the old sentiment that man is
@ mere creature of circumstance, that he is locked in the won clasp of fate 1s
being dragged down he knows not whither. I hate that—and say, | \\:l‘“"l it
be the sport of blind unguided forces—TI wouldn't e dragped c‘\-c,,’m hmv,f
llSC”‘.' But thqt other teaching that threatens to inliucn(tc:\;(znyin this I)()'i;lt':;‘
practical age, is equally, if not more destructive: that man Is dc[;cmh"l.\t )‘
himself alone, that he is fully and entirely free. As usual, the truth l‘ics lwi\\' ~(-:]
the two extremes. Man is dependent in his freedom, and free in his de )L“
devee. Life is a subt'e admixture of liberty and restraint. - of perfect l"rm:%(;i]‘
and entire dependence. If T am selfsufficient—if 1 stand forth unsustain ~]i
Ly other power than my own, then prayer 75 a waste of time, and w(v)rl-\' x\ nL1(
truest wisdom.  And if T he a creature of circumstances, plastic, unresisting ol y
~-being moulded by sightless, unfeeling fate - then prayer is in vain F[ \\nl{
chant my litanies to the wind—I wiil go down to the sea-shore :Ill(i tell 11
wants and woes 1o the heedless waves. But when 1 know that nritl;vr one rny'
the other i true; that T am a living, moving, breathing p:n';uln{\' free in y
dependence, and dependent in my freedom, then mv?)m)'cr 1\ ‘lhc ‘Amt(‘ )m):
of my freedom, and the ery of my conscious dependence upon the liﬁng (l(}:)](‘l“
It 15 only whqn [ am given over neither to concelt nor despair that 1 can sha )c.*
:13)' ’]m]guagc nto petition, and thrust my hands out in passionate l)lc:ldfllr; lt(;
10, °
_ Butthere is another objection to prayer, and perhaps a more subtle one
which is mgcd by men of science, and in the name of general ]:l‘\\’ . M’cni uxn‘tl
to pray agamst famine and against drought—against discase and I)L'Rti.lcn(” IL:I
floods. That was all very well they say—for these men did n(;r ki)(){t"llll J
umversal law as we do. ‘The rain, or the drought, is the result of ﬁlmm ol IL
laws—-prayer must be, ean be of no avail aganst disease and dcwtlh ;\l‘ mll(l
expect to quench a ficree fire hy prayer instead of water...as well ‘0\'];0(‘1‘ lT) “rL‘t
a harvest by praying over the granary—as well think 1o build a shif) l)"’ i '{‘hv
in_a forest. It is law against sentiment.  Men in the olden times )51__11"‘{‘;‘&
rain and bread and health beeause they knew no hetter thinkin i{ th‘-ul : ‘]l) (}(' o
dcp?n(lcd upon the mere caprice of a Supreme will ])l,lf we knf’:w t‘h' |tl lt'“:]gs
an inexorable and inviolable law, and prayer is f'uiilc But what i"1 l‘}gnl,s
law ? Surely not a brutal, unirtelligent, and 1mmnqu;-mh]c for(“c l?\ ntlcfmt“)y
on resistless?  We call it law, because by long experience we have ]1 “:kt;l):
it is t‘he order of things. Dut God is the mover of all th:zt moves LHlfzn t]lbt‘
Infinite for.t:c, :Elp\'c ;1!]' forces—and we may cry up 1hr(‘mgh l-hc:'luw tol?-li:;;
who made it.  The Jaw is, that sin having entered into human life, the tendenc
of life shall be downward : but men cry against that tendency and suri y
agamst 1t, and they find a higher law in ?)pemtion—-—the law‘)c;f (f'u\h. 'm&
cleansing by faith-—which supersedes the Jaw of sin and death. B
) Brethren, Science lms_ taught us many things, and taken manv foolish
notions away from us; but it has not taken our notion of God away, becaus ;'t
has not taken God away.  TLaw, an established order of things, has no} x:iL' ~l
up an )mpcnetralg]c blackness between the living God and nubr ;aoul..q. We :t::
pray—not as serfs, but as sons.  Drayer is the experience of our freedom '1’1‘1d
the experience of our d("])(’ndcncc. ‘There is law-—there are divine and ct;;lml
(]ccrcc.§—~thcrc are individual rights, and individual wrongs—there is ])l'\'l'l;“
Sovereignty, and there is man’s royalty—and above them all is the cv‘cr-'livint
nm'_l ever-loving (iod—Tand the Abrahams of the carth pray for the doom‘%
cities—and the ladder is yet planted firmly on the earth, reaching into heav ’u
and the angels of God and of men ascend and descend upon it—the f';(‘ c]n,.
w;festle by night under the watching stars—the Davids, stecped to the ‘li‘ );'O "
crime, cry out for a new heart and a right spirit—and the Elijahs pray untlif “m
cloud uprises from the sea, and through the hot air comes the sound of '1e
abundance of rain—and the Hezekiahs pray for health and a lengtiwned liﬁdn
and the weeping, songless Exiles cry, “ turn us again, O Lord, turn us a "1({;17
—and the royal Daniels pray in wicked Babylon seven times a day ‘w‘iﬁ; the
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