
DISTRESS. 3
made an antj.djstress clause a palrt of every lease, and attached
a right of distress to grocers' bis.

Is there, however, any reason for the distinction? The
CUStOm May have been forced by the landiords. Can it ofierany good raison d'etre ?

If people were ail accurate and honest, so that there couidnever be any doubt as to the existence or amount of a debt,there could be no good reason for requiring the routine oflitigation prior to seizure, but every creditor should have aright to go to the sheriff direct, to acquaint hlm with thefacts and require him to perform his office; for it must beremnembered that the xvhole outcome of a suit is, after afl,only a similar direction authorized or sanctioned by the cou rt-Many People, however, are not honest, and very few of themare accurate, and the law requires that, uniess the partiesotherwise agree, the right to seize and seli goods must be-established before it is enforced. To this rule it makes anexception in favor of rent, but at the same time, it requires,as one of the inseparable incidents of rent, that it shouid becertain. If there be any uiicertainty, it is flot technicaiiyrent, and cannot be distrained for. It is then a mere debtand must be litigated in the usual way. The object of a suitiS to estabiish the certainty of the debt. Rent is certainwithout a suit. Why then should it be sued for ? It maybe Objected that there is here a play upon the word certain,and to some extent the objection must be admitted. It isnot contended that rent must certainiy or necessarily be dueand unpaid. It is asserted, however, apart from the technicalnieaning Of the word certain, that there are few of the ele-ments of uncertainty which naturaily attach to a grocer'saccount. It znay be asked why, if a man make a promissorynote, and fail to pay it, there is not as much certainty as if atenant agree to pay rent and make a like defauit. A legalmind wvii1 at once recognize the dissimiiarity of the cases.The iaw does indeed recognize the fact that prima facie therŽpit an apearnce to be epnt rcdr unot atid that therpSlefetay Prnce to e ut pnt rmssr not, ad wiii noleris some bonafide defence, although in other cases it makes


