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lustration accompanyng this article.  The whele Jay-out
in this instance seemed favorable o d'saster. A store
aud workshop, cantaining a stove, occupied the ground
floor from which a dark narrow stairway turned up to
the floor above, This stairway—the only p ssible com-
munication with the living rooms—was neither accessib'e
from the street nor the alley in the rear. Going up or
down, one” bad to travel through cither the store and
workshop, or 1he .chaotic shed in the rear.  And just at
this point it might be well 1o eall ateation o what looks
like @ grave omission in the building by-law.  There does
not appear to be a stipulation governing the entrance and
exit of tenants residing over stores or pliaces of bhusiness,
Such entrances or stairways should, by all means give ac-
cess direct 1o the street or an open allev.  In fact, while
it is always easier to eritic’ze than to construct, the huild-
ing by-law of the city of Toronte is a very incflic’ent com-
pilation.  Hesides stating that “All doors at the foot of
stairways ov passageways in buildngs used as hotels, ten-
ements, lodging, or rooming houses, shall open outwards
and never be fastened but with a movable bar or bolt,
veadily drawn from the inside withoat the unse of any
key or combination whatever.” something after the style
of a correspond’ng clanse in the Cleveland. O., ardinance
wight have been inserted, viz.: T
“All entrance
hells shell lead
direct!y  [rom a
streel, alley  er
court, or a conrl-
way or yard con-
wecled direetly
with a sireet aid
shall be as short
and as dlrect as
possible  betaecit
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and e fHight
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above them, ey

shall be enclosed
etively  with fireproof walls; dn non-fircproof
buildings such enclosures shall be of brick ex-
tending from the foundal’on up to the top level
of the second lier of joists.  Thers shel' be
ne openings into the first floor or busement of such
enclosures, and no opening from the first fioor ta
the basement shall by nnderacall such a stairs wne
less the streel entrance Hoor and the sollits of the
first flight of stairs and the ceidings are wmade fire-
proof and completely cul off from the soell holes.
but no passenger clecator in such an culvance or
stair hall shall cxtend 1o the basciment.”

This chuse is‘designed 1o Feetify just such a condition
as that which we have been refervine (o, while in the To-
ronto by-law it appears o have been overlooked. A
speedy amendment along lines suarested "o the Cleveland
cade might save the city no cad of 1ronble in the future
This should be considere:l very carefully not only in order
to arm the Building Tuspector with awthority to take wise
action in the proper divection some time when he happens
to feel a bit industrious, bhut in order to force wiserly
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landlords to maintain  structures that insurance com-
panies will not be likely to shun in holy horror. Is
there any just reason why a man who is desirous of pro-
tecting himself against Leing reduced to absolute insol-
veney, in case of accideat, by plac'ng a little insurance
upon his carthly goods, should be denied this privilege,
simply because his landlord’s bui'ding is too big a risk
for any sane corporation to take a chance on? No! Not
if the building by-laws are properly framed and assidu-
ously enforced.  And yet the unfortunate tailor, Aaron
Ornstein, whose wife and daughter were sacrificed to the
ravages of the Vork street Aames, was a victim of just
such luck. A short time prior to the fire, there was a
small blaze near-by caused by the ignition of a box of
matches. The owner of the house made a claim which
was settled, but the insurance companies concerned. it is
said, followed up the matter by cancelling all their poli-
cies in the neighborhood, and Ornstein’s was included.
Three days before his place was burned Mr. Ornstein
had put in $800 worth of stock—a total loss.

At the present writing the building is undergoing re-
pairs: in fact it is almost ready for re-occupancy, but there
x still no sign of a fire escape. It would be interesting

to know if the owner has really taken the trouble to ac-
quire a permit for the operations.

There is still one
grave fault in con-
nection  with  the
structure which has
formed the subject
of this article and
that is its deplor-
able,  flimsy  and
nighly  combustible
construc ion. Of
course it was in all
probability  erccted
at a time when com-
paratively little
thought was given
to  so-called  fire-
proof construction:
bat it furnishes a
splendid example of
the shortsigh.ed mis:
takes in the build-
ing operations  of
fifteen,” twenty  or
twenty-five years
ago—mistakes  that
were positively
criminal,

Since  the  Tro-
quois  theatre  dis-
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L aster cities have bus’ed themselves amending ordinances

and  compelling  really  fine  construction in  theatres.
Apartment houses, tenements and hotels are just as im-
portant, yet they scem to receive the minimum of atten-
tion. thouh a greater number of lives are more constantly
exposed in them than in any other (ype of building,

Cities vie with one another in improving their fire de-
partments and acquiring new apparatus, things looking to
the cure of a long established evil.  Past experience with
srallpox, vellow fever, ete., ought to tcach us that the
mere caring for, or a'tempted cure of the afflicted patients
never amounted to much, in spite of the superhuman ef-
forts spent in that direction: real benefits only began to
accrue when we became sensible enough to take steps to
prevent the disease,  So it is with fire.  \We have to learn
and our authorities have to insist and compel that all
buildings be well built, of non-combustible materials and
put together in an intelligent. fireproof manner so as to
prevert fire. The only thing to do is to construct our new
buildings better and ve-vamp our old ones just as quickly
and as well as we can.



