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1-'onie of' 1 li ibnaîtimp courutivs ut' Eiblanid,
berdering oit M'ales, slood Ravî'nscliîf, the
ancestral honia of .Sir ttegitiald Vivy:sn. i
wag a noble pile of anicient architecture, oc-
enpllying a liold anîd piefurcsr1 ue sibuation on
tIse ntîmmit of a veidant aeelivity which
sleped gradually te nîset the w'ooded pîlain
below, except. on one side1 whlerc il, descend.
ed lîrccipitou3ly t flard tsen sea, vlîsio
waters-slint iii ly twe linos et' savage
rocks, forinedl a deep bay laviîig its base.
Thîe miansion itsclf wns3 an iniposing strue-
ture snititifg %vell its rontic locality. Lt
vvas built ci cl arkz re-stene, tle flacade
elaborately carvedl the Nybele vveathier-stain-
ed, ivy-covercd, and ir, soes fitw places
tonclîed by flie inenldering lîaud cf tfine.Aged trees- of picturesque fora slîeltered it
frein the wild sea'gfusts whieli eften swept
up fron tbe oceaîî, but .could net sbut eut
(lie selei, ceaseless booluing of Ille wrives
as tlîey hîrokie upen the siiere0below.

Atter spendiîig ilhe lioniey-nooti iratider-

in' aliid tlic sublinme sceniery cf Switzerland
and some successive nîontbis vîsitinîg a few
et the T .:incipal cîties of Ekrepe, Sîr Regi-
liald V îîyan returned te bis native Jlad
brilnging bis lîeautitiîl bride te flie home of
!lis aucesters. Sir Reginald had purpesely
delayed visitingl Ravcîisclil'. He deenmed it
uexpedient te Rllow lis plelician wvife te have
thse advautages cf seme nientha' residence
ou the Continient that hie' intercourse witli
people ef faliien iiiglît malre lier fainiliar
with flthe sages or society, nnd gire ber
that air oU lîll brecdîîîg whlîi caui ?uly bie
attaissd liv mixiii, ntef9inbe
1world. îgiito fsîonl

The Baroria',i lîurpese lîad l>eeîî attained.
Lady Vivyan's alreads' polisbed manners
ha acquired flint peculfiar refluieruent wlîieh
hier husbarad decmed indispensable. Now,
but net befou'e coula lie prlsent bier te lis
arisgtocrattie ,'elativ'cs, n introduele as
tlîe mistreas of Raveîirmlifl.

IL was a finle elftoîuîlon in thi, end Ur Oc-
tôlier whien Sir Regiuald and Lady Vivyan
'vere expec'ted bomne. Frost lied? already
nipped tbe imanties et' vogetatien, aîîd thes
keen blasts of autnîrna Iiad thinued the
leaves of the trocs. StilI, tlirougb thueir
sparige toluage, on thie damp groi-und boneatli,
streamed tbe briglît sunsalîîîue, the moe wel-
cerne, because cf its sbort-livcd glery, fer
even now flie short autunanal. course of tlie
dlay ged was nearing its close.

Along the higli rond fremn C- manuy
oyss wero directed, the tenantry lia'ring ns-
snmbled to welcon-le Si' Reginald and bie
bride te bis ancestral honis. As the shall-
ews began te lengtbe u the green.sward,
a traveling barouche uvas seen meuntîng the
brow ofa neiglberinghli. A simultanieous
slîoît rose from the assembledl erowd, and
eue ameug thueni vis instantly despatcbed
te thse bouse te teil Lady Esclaile, the Bar-
oiiet's lant, that tue travelers weîe in siglit.
It n'as %vitli ningled pî'ide snd plensure flint

mi oiaua Vivyan drove tkl'ougli the
long liue of tcnauutry Nvaitiug te receive lins,aud courteously rcturned their salutations.
As their warn expressions cf wclcone fllled
thse air hie glanced towards IEllinor and sa,%%
by ber cenutcîiance flint tlc àired ilipela-
tien of bis feeling.

In my conitry'; -lit. observedl, ivitl a gay
eîîuile, ' tlic teunntry %rouîla be more demon-
strative: tIsey would relieve those jaded
groes oU their burden and drav is in triuimph
the rest ot thc way.'

'Jobn Bull dees net possess fint exuber.
ane of feeling iiliieh cliaracterizes yotir
wild euitry-mlen Ellitior. ]aste tliey inani
ago thiugs more qffietly.'

The carniage hll non' eiutered the noble
avenus ef beecli and elîn leading up te the
lieuse, and n- tIhe amoent %vus ratlier tryîng
fer the tired herses, tlicy proeeeded slowly,
allowing Lady Vivyn tine te admire the
bigh .cultis'ation of Ille grounds, rina the
umposing appenrance of bier uoîv home, as
its antique n'ails peeped tlssoughi tlic maiss of
foliage overshiadon%'iung thern.

In the carriage Nvitli Sir Reginala alld
Lady Vivyn was a gentleman of forein
appearnce, net youiug but haudsome, and
possessîng that grave untelleetual expression
and distiuc*ushed air, Nvhicli are offtrn se im-

poin.fie n'as n German Ceunt wliem thse
baro itl met nt Viena alld iuvited te

spend tho Nyloter ut Ravenseliff. As tlle
cardage approached the bouse the servants
were se lico iuig the front entrnnce, and
Ellinor's eye ns iL svandcrcd ever the build-
ing, detected twco aristocratie faces peel'ing
from bebina the drapery ef a window.

1 Tle Coujîteuts and J,adyl) Plîilippa asvait
yen alla Lady \'iiyan iii Ille lil)niiy,ý wias
flic clîservntin of a liveried nieiiial te Sir
ltegiîald, as tlic t,îiveîer.i entered flic hall.

Trli receptien whIili Sir Regyinnld'ls noble
1-elatives gave lus parv'nue Nviie n'as studious'
IV pOlite.-netig noe,. A b)itter feeiling
crept. jutoE llilnor's lîcarl, aîid a haugbty ex-
presSion ffiwhed frein lier lrillualut éyes and
eiirled lier chi.,e! led hip, as with gî'acfii self.
POSse.sioll ei îrned tiiesiefrigçid atten-
tioir~. At a gl:ince bobu iuotlîern id datiàl-
tcr. sari tIsa. tlieir lie%%v îtlatii'e's îubîupqiîalled their oin. Tcîî'ards Ceunît Alitn-
lr- tile iceof t their malier tbhawed. Lady

E.îj;ile lîad kziioNin his forierly iii Paris,
alud elle and Ladjy Phililppa' were glnd nf
thîis addition to tlicir tanîily circle.

Lady Esclaile %'as still n finle looltiuiig ic-
mnan, theuighli st the nteridian et lire. Her
tafl fiure aîud stately preseuce sîuited well
ber noble Contour of .feaitures. Pride n'as
the cliaracteristie of' tlîi3 lady; pride oU
rankc, pr-ide et birth and of a long line of
noble uuncesti-y, uuud tlis urnebristiaji pninci-
pIe sat enthnoued on bier bigli U<rehiend alld
loolrod eut frein flic deptlîs of lier cela grey
eye. Uc-r dau ghi er, Lady Pli ilippe Liîicoll,,
n'as tlie comitei'pa't, oU lier-seif; in1 claracter
1 mean, for she n'atted lier niîotbsr's beaîity.
R l'featu-es Nvere irt-egular aiid their' eXpreli-
sion inanirnate. Her ouly attraction ivas a
pure Finglisu complexion. Yet s lied an
air ot fishioti, and, like lier motlier, thet
proud bearirig, indicative et tile charactc'r
et botb ladies. l'lie interview iii the library
n'as soon terîiîîated lîy tlie ringiîîg or the
dianer-beli, anîd tlic party î'etired te dress.

Thie suite of miens e-hidi Lady Vivyni
i'as te occupy n'as iu a wvii of tlie bitild.
iug commandingr a vien' of tlîe sen. Tlîey
were spocionîs, aîîd furniffîîcd wilt iiiode'uu
taste and oleeaice. The coup d'Seil ivas
s'ery pleasingeisnd Ellirîci' stood fei' sene
mnutes exp-eFsiiîg bei' admîi ration.

bu Yl lad boetten ring for, your niaid sud
attend te the buisiniess et tlic toilet. or yoti
will lie late for diiiiier,' observed Sir Regi-
uald; 'Lady Esclaile is viei'y precise iii ail thoe
honselîold uirraîîgernetits; qslw is disiplealsedl
whliei dinner is lcêlît ivaiti,. -

11,; Lady Esdaile te .A l ie uîtu liuei
asked Elliuor, Nvilli a sliglit elevuition of lîei'
peiicilled browî's, ex.pressiv'e ot îiurpî'ise.

1Cei'tuînly nôt, sviat ilî uîb',ui' quecs-

'lhere Wl,; iruritationi in (lie lýai-eiet'-
toules.

'Onie îvuld suppo3st f< roui yiri ri'niarhk
it implied as munel.1

'Lady Esclaile lias hotui iiiistresï licie
sînce niy inothier's deaili, anid lins fultllsd
tbe duties et a iellehr te me; 1 regard bier
as snob anîd I wisili, nay 1 reluiro, iitail
due.dctereiceie paid telier Ladyslîip. lier
feelings and iiies muust ho regarded, eveil

l prejudices must bc ])orns wit, alld, by
conciliatory menisa if possible, overcome.

Il licr receptien 1 perceive tlint lier preju-
aices agaiuîst voeu are very streng. Mymusr-
riage, whîîl Sico <ec-ns a iuiis'ailiatie.-pai'-

dn mie for i Irll ie word-luzis deepiy
wonîded hîci 1iriLc Tlîe lride of nuoble
birth and tîîe prejudices ef i'anlc are net
esily ovei'conto, ile8s wlierepîsi hîolds
uisdisputed sn'ay. Nov:, 1 desire cuî'iestly
that yeîu icuîd tu-y te N'iîî Lady' Esdaile's re-
gar'd, aud prove teo lier ihuat yeîî siere %'ortlîy
of tlic l;.irnit,' I uiade te î>liiî l'Dîi'i
haid.'

Tlîe iuiti'nke ot Laudy Veivyani*, uîunid nov.,
g1ave the lJiiîet au excuse to îeaî'c tlie
-00mn. Nvluicli lue did x'ery sviîlingly, l'or lie

porceived by tlic expî'sssiýn ci Ellinor's face
that lis straiige reunarîcs liad raised a tent-
pet in ber- seul. Str'aîge ivords tliey xer'e,
îudeed, foi' Sir floînald te uatter 1 Witlî
what deep powi' te wouud did tlîey fail îîpen
the ear of tlue buîuglty Lady Vivyn. Her
liusbaud's rettir-a te lis palace.bome atud bis
ningling again %vitîs bis purend relatives, lied
evidleutly dc-velopedl a latent dissatisfaction
ut luis merriago ; and caused luin te experisuce a vain regret tlint slle wheîuî lue lîaýed
selected te hoe rnistress eft hat homeo %%,as uuot
by bu-tIi suitedl te lier elevated positionx.

Wlîat a darli foresluadowing et enuirîg
es'ents gatbered roxîud tlîe dec-phy N'oundéd
Elliiior. ýVus it surpî'isiug fliat, iii titis first
moment et b)ittei'ness expericnced sincn bier
marriage, sluould silldnly flash upon ber,
thse remenbrnuce oU Caitaiii Traveis, and
tise question prescrnt itsel t te bli mid, lîad
elle acted Nvisely in preferi'i-uug te fl n e
N''i ivas capable et notnditig lier feelings
se caî'elessly as Sir Reginaîd iuad jilat doue.
His peintedl ana iuuuhuîîd renuarka tor'e aiva7
the voil trous lier eyes aîîd shoired lier a
glimupse cf luis truc cbaracter. Hon' defi-
cient -ns luie uuatare iu that genereuis kciiid'
noss 'hîicli promplts uis te observ-e a tfonder
ceusideration fer thue feelinîgs of otiurs-a
virtue se esseniul te rouiller the intercourse
OU persons pjeiusaut 1

Tiiose cruel vords I lus marriagle a Mnis-
allaiie-t~esacrifice. lie hâa ,irl 1 lew

coula Sir I.egiild lifter thons 1 lin coula
lie w'ruud se poignautly ? bail lue siîddcnly
ceaaed te loie lier'? If uuuust lic se I Alla
wj tlui-i convitionu ferced itsolt upon bier
mnas, a feeling cf desolatioiî filled thue heart
efthie yoing- wite.

witliear~uy liitu sit sb îniîted te
have lieri iiaid 1uni tonî-n the business cf thse
teilet. Sulent aîîd u:uhurppy slle sat buric-d in
bitter -i' kc'tin, dis visioni of luppines in
Ille uiarid lit'e-so Ion g dn'elt Upon-rapid-
]y fadling aivay trout lier~ montai r)in. At
lit, castinig lier eyc on the mnimer, nhe

st-arted te ce the impression file at hasll'
hioiir's Dailifull î'every baid bUft 111011 lier
f'eturègs Prid(e, that î'ulirug principle cf lier
cluaracter, caîie te hier aid. She swept back
thie tide oU seor wsitlsa strong irivl. A
dec-p pi-ito e meutmnent towards lier lis.
band took tuc- place et sadder audmnons
tenîder féeincrs. Seoii, the strange lisauty
ef exeiteinelut efiteed the traces of troubled
Illught, and arrayed in ricu and elegant
costume sloeu' looked more beaîîtiful.

It n'as coic- bime nffte' Ille riun'inof et'hIe
gpeconda diîuuer'bell iVhier sue de.sc'nded te
thes dh'atiig-i'orn, fer slie.pti'posely delayed
nîalzng lier iippearauucc, Iii eider te aniuoy
both Sir Itegiial( anrd Lady REidftl'.

The Buroniet obsei-î'd che eye cf tIc-
Countess follesv n'itlî n înmentary expres-
sionsecf admnirationi tlue queenly tomn et )lis
beautitil uitef, as withi msore than boe' usuel

sbliu s loe sivept iîuto tlic apartuneut.
Lady Zldailo toIt ne littîe slurprise tliat hier
pairveue nicce simould rcally pcscess net
only r'une lieauty, but tliat clistinguishc-c air,
whieh, ii fler excusi-eiess, she supposed
could enly beiouîg te the aristoci'acy. Sir
Rtegiualc pei'ceivAd liy tle expression cf' El-
lino î' bauglity eye, tliat sho n'as still dis-
î)Ieased. IRe sun' lly thse prend rescutment
it finslic'd tîpeuu Isinu that file stenî lie had
rsised huad Iuot vet suhaided. H1e blamcd
bimself for alîowviîg flic ir'ritatio i le fut nt

is nuiut's cola rcoption cf Elliaor to makie
hi u nkiiid te bier, bast lîcîe n'as nie tinte
tin toe nideavor to bliai l,, woid luis in.
stîltitîg reniarlis lîad macle.

Dinnici %vaus inimodiateli' tLiuoitaced en

hIe Ilppeamance cf Lady Vivyaiî, and Sir e.
gitîidl otl'eu'e huis amni te Lady Esclaile.
Courtl Ahtenberg led Lady Vis'yauî te the
diîsing-roomu; anud a ycung olficer troni
C- urhi fommied crue et' flic party, fol.
loNvedl nith Lady Plilippa Lincolns. *

Oui etiteriuug the dining'reom Lady Esclaile,
ilo %ras coîuversing earncstly - N'ith lier

iwbî,in a momnent oUfoge tness, Dnade
a nîcveiueîut ton'ards blie uueald ofthîe table
-er' usual place0 for mnuuy yen: -t; but Sir
Ileginahd drss' l gently bât.k, allowiug
Coutît Atenberg, te lead Eilineu' te tluat seat
et boue,-. At thuis moment Lady Esclaite
met Lady Vivyan's clark expressiv'e eyes, sud
thse look eo' tiimph, et haugbty defiance
whicli sio san' there, causi.ed a feeling oU
hntred te slpriiig tip ii hIe Iîeart cf the p-oîud
coulitess.

Dîirimug diiiueu' the coer'sattion tîunucd
n tepics et local intemest whieli Lady

Vivyati did net understauid. Sile therefere
allon'ed Count Altenberg te engage lier in an
auimated discussioun c henerits of tire
celebrated singers tlîey baad Isard at Viennea.
Ceuint Altenberg possessedl a culitaed mmnd,
alld li'illiancy et imaagination, whidb gave
a pocuhiar clantu te luis conversation. He
speke tlue Englialu lauguage well, but n'ith a
foroigîs accent. isi mntrer ten'ards ladies
possessecl unueli of tluat deference wbieli
markud the clîivamous Icrniglits et thes Diden
tinse.

Yt;'t Nvith ,tll these attraciis le ha net
litherto 0licou rible te win the favor et Lady
Vivyan. Sloehla tormed ratIer a barsh
judgment et lus clarncesi' Slîe aiways
treatod huîu vilth politeniss, but with a cela
formnality. To-usiglut, ton'ever, lier manner
lest m11ohu et itS icinoa.4S li er presenit
state et weuiiched feeling, n'itli the remous-
bratîce ot Sir Regiuald's eiliglitieg iords
preying upeuî hem mina, tile rcspectfitl atten-
tions et' tue nioble foreigmien %'ers pcculiamly
gratifying. A-uxieus te crate n offet oui
Sir Regiunalc's prend relatives, Ellinor ex-
eutoil ail lier eeîuîersatioual pcn'ers, which
wvore natuu'ally good, arud whiclhua become
renlly bî-illiauut f:'om lier habits ot tliosgît
and observation clntiiîg huer recerst inter-
course ivith tho fashionuthie iî'orld. Moue
tbauî once thes Countess and Lady Philippa
pauseil te liste te lieu' gleîî'ing î'emarks and
the briljumut wit n'hicl ccasiorually fîashsd
forth. Bellà Sir' Rlinald and Lady Vivyan
ieticed iluis, the formîer' îitlî gratification,
tle latter u' sîl pi-ide, exsuliug iii the thonuhuthat; hie u'oîtlt eouviuce tliese iiarrciv-min d.
cd excluisivecs thnt initellect. of a bigl eider
as wsll as bcauty and refinement, uvore net
coufined te tIse elite cii-clos et Uasuhion.

Whou the ladins retîred te thse drawingr

room Lady Philippa Lincoln, who possessed
suffieient diseerient to sec flbntLady Vivy-
unis haughty nature would brookt no super-
cilious airs frein lier husband's relatives,
courteously requcsted lier to favor them Ivitli
souri music, adding that lleginald liad sfJo.
kea rapturously of lier proefxcielncy in t îat

Stirprised ut hier altered ma&iltter, but lial-
ing- sufficient tact to receive lier assurneci
cordiality gracieusly, Ellinor cornplied and
scated herself at file harp, whichi was hier
favorite instrument. For a moment she
pau.sed to consider wbat s9he sbould play,
then, in lier excited mood selecting one of
the wild, plaintive air-, ofhler native country,
slle poured forth ber troub]edl feelings iri
notes of touching pathos. Her voice wa9
fine-, possssing nie ordiuary cempass, and it
lied been well cultivated during ber rei-
donce on thse Continent. Seon a volume of
ricli nelody filled the apartinent, rolling
away tlirough the halls and gallcries; the
clear, thrilliîîg notes pcnietratiîig to the
diaing-room and coînpelling the listenier.s
there te abandon the wvorship of Bacchus,
to pour out their bornage ait the sbirine of
the fascinating singer.

On entering the drawitià.rooin Sir Regi-
nald advanced towards thle lire-place, where
Lady Esclaile, buried. in a luxerious fauteuil,
wvas watching frein half-elosed clos with nu
tender feelings, tha beautifull plebeiart whe
bail coule te usurp the place elle badl se long
graced in the horne of hier ancesters; fer
Ravenscliff bad been the abode of hier youtb,
and siucc lier early wîidowbeed aile bail re-
sided there ut the request of lier brother,
Sir Reginatd's flither.

Te any bride whons lier ueliewý lui-t
have brought te Ravensclif flie Ceunt'ess
wenld net bave given a cordial Ivelcome, but
whien bis bride belenged te a rank se inferior
te lier owu, wns it surprieing that the preud,
.selflsli woman sliould experience towards
bier nie commen enînity, a feeling which El.
linor's hanghty demeanor served te augment,
There was, besides, another cause for Lady
Esdaile's displsasure et ber- neplipw's mar
riage. Uer hope fer inany lettrs lîadl beeli
to fori an alliance hetween hin aud Lady
Philippa. The princely fortune of the Bar-
onet prompted this wisit, tlie cirourstan-s
ef the Coaintess beiug comparatively .. poor.
On tbe deabli of hier hiusband, bis estate be-
ing entailla had goute te tbe next heir, leav;.
ig lier aud Lady Plîilippa entl a lixnited in.

cornte. From this filia bad suffered ne il,-
convenience whilst tbey eontiuued te reaide
ut Ravenscliff; bu t nom, the time seemed
net far distant wben this desirable residence
must be given spi. Sncb was the train of
thotight which eccupied the mind of Lady
Esdasle when Sir Reginald jeined hier.

' Lady Vivysa is really a charming singer'.
she observed, 1 How fertunate that she lia
eue se well calculgited te grace the 'exalted
station te which you have raised ber.'

' Ellinor weuld aderiu any station i the
-enlin,' said the Baronet proudly.

' She lis certainly a beautîf ul creature;
wbat a pity she is net of geutie bloed 1
Pardon me my dear Reginald; but yen know
how strong muy prejudices are against ail
mi-alliances. I did hope that the pure
blood of the Vivysus would niever mingle
iîth that of a plebeian race.'

A clarkr &pression breke over the Baron
et's face.

11 have te r-equot, Lady Esdaile, that
yen will net again allude te the subjeet of'
my marriage. In this matter 1 hoa a right
te judge fur myseif.

A pause fellowed this hanghty remark.
1 Count Altenberg admiresoyour beautiful

wife 'restly,' continued Lady Esdaile, break.
iu- a silence which both formd embarrass-

That is net te lie wonderel nt?, wag the
Baoe' celd reply.

Lady Esdaile feit piqued at bier nepbew'o
meunier, and hier next remrk] wns uttered
in a spirit of revenge.

'Lady Vivyau seeins imniensely gratilied
by bis admiration ; ber attention Ives given
exclusively te hlm at dinuer; but that js net
surprising, bis maninera are se fasgeinating.'

' There yent are quite inistakten,' broke in
Sir Reoeinald, eagery ; 'hoi is ne favorite
with Ellinor ; shce xpressedl much reluctance
to his acenpanying us te Ravenscliffl"

H Ier Ladysbip's feLinfil must bave
changed since, said tbe Countess wîtli a
sueer;4r abu lal net bits te tbiuk dissmmu
!ation fomed a part of bier cliaracter; but
observe bier Uor a moment. Assuredly lier
manner towards tbe Count shiows ne dislike.
Ses, tbe plessed smile wbieb plays Over lier
face ae lie bonds over thse bar? and speakre
in bis lew insinuating accents.f

Sir Ileginald experienced an neufs pang
as these invidions remarlis met bis ear. A
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