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To our readers every one we

wish a Joyous Christmas and a
Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Attention is
Students’ Competition. Students’

directed to our
Competition for a
Suburban or Town House,to cost
$2,500. Particulars of this competition were printed
in our November issue and again appear in the present
number. It is hoped that architects throughout the
Dominion will call the attention of their students to
this competition and urge them to enter. An oppor-
tunity is afforded every student to test his powers and
to learn where he stands inthe ranks of the coming
generation of Canadian architects.

The supply of competent mey,
in this line is at present much
below the demand. A few years
ago hundreds of draughtsmen were looking for posi-
tions. To-day all whose services are worth having
are steadily employed at good salaries. There are a
few floating about looking for employment, but they
are the kind that no architect of standing would wish
to have in his office. They either lack a proper under-
standing of the work that a draughtsman is expected
to perform, or are so careless in their methods that
they cannot be relied upon. A man belonging to this
class on being sent to take measurements of some old
buildings to which additions were to be made, was
found to be out more than two feet in his figures

Architects’ Assistants.

showing the width of the building, which had a
frontage of only 70 feet. Inaccuracies scarcely less
glaring marked his other measusements, so that it
became necessary to do the work over again. Such
‘‘ass’stants” are simply a stumbling block and a
source of annoyance to architects.

In these times of high prices for
labor and material, the archi-
tect who desires to save his
clients’ money will give the most careful attention to
the preparation of his plans with the view of securing
the necessary accommodation within the least possible
area. This is especially necessary in house planning,
owing to the more costly interior finishings. In this
class of work every additional two feet of area will
add about six per cent. to the total cost of the
structure. The necessity for the closest planning is
therefore apparent. As regards the cost of building,
there is nothing to indicate cheaper prices. On the
contrary, there seems a probability that they may go
still higher. Brickmakers have been unable to obtain
fuel, and the kilns in the vicinity of Toronto are said
to contain millions of unburned stock, which will not
be available this year. This will probably mean an
advance in prices next spring. The demand for iron
and steel has been so great that the output of the
mills for a year to come is said to be already con-
tracted for. These facts would seem to prove th

Close Planning.



