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COflsist aliniost entirelY of paraflin, with the increst trace of adven-
titious cmnulsifying ag elts. I[e says: " The explanation of the serni-
solid or jfrlly eiisioiin s elearer to mie now than it was then (i.e.,
in 1907, at the tirne lie wvrote the pajwer referred to ahove. E.P.).
Globiules of iuîîjfoi-11 ýýje jyi 1  liqllid 11( li1111 1e' aire îluit niedjuiii
to ainount to about 25 per cent. of the volume of the whole mixture,
for filhing up the inter.spaees; if the globules are not uniform, the
voluime of liquid will he soiiîewliat lesbta vcry large reduction in
it involves the globules beoîîîiulg distortedl so as to fit dloser, and
ililnately tbcey nuîîst a.Ssu111i siicb a forin as a doclecahedron, being
tightly pae(d, liîke bric(ks, tgtewthouly a, film of liquid of
moîccubîri tliiekiiess Sennigtlierru. Tliis aicoi1ts for the rigidity
of the mnass, its tranispareney, nid its sbowing no visible structure
under the microscop)e. D)ry air causes it to dleinulsify by drving 1uP
the separatingr filii, anjd whe etd tbcmeppqe as the
films inerease in thickîîess ain( the oil particles assume a globular
f orm. "

These solid paratffin)s ire au imnmense iiniprovemeiit on the old
vaselines whlîib, unfil two ycars ago, were practically the only solid
formn in which petroleum eould be adrninistered by way of the
moutb. Tt is difflouit to imagine anytbing more nauseating than
vaseline naked and undisguisedj as a mnedicamnent for oral adminis-
tration. And yet, to amy kimowledge, it was largely prescribed in this
fornm, at least at one hospital iii London, and given to the patients
in 'Woodlen p)dl boxes, witli directions to be caten with a spoon.

This inairtistie iimeýtlio' of (lisI)ensing solid paraffin has now been
,siperseded by tbese solid emmîmlsions. wbieb eau be colored and fia-
vored iu a great variety or wavs. Maiiy people mach prefer these
solid preparations to th(' liquid forms, or even to the simple emul-
sionis sucb as 1Jubave <lcscribed, but for inr ants there eau be no doubt
that tlie liquidj emnulsions ire moore appropriate.

The general claims of paraffin as an intestinal lubricant require
f0y corroboration o11 11V piart, but iu its special application in the
trcatnient of those heterogeneous disordei'5 of infancy which are
often classifled as indigestion, its great value is not yet fuljly appre-
ciatc(1 by the medicaîl profession. As 1 have elsexvhere poinited out,
Most of the so-callc(l troubles of indigestion iu iufancy are asso-
ciated with disturbancs of the motor functions, sueh as spasuis of
sphincters, enterospaisms or dysperistalses of one kind oranother.
iu these conditions it is obviouisly extremely useful to knowof an
efficient lubricant, such as petroleum, which eau penetrate to'the
loxvcr reaches of the bowels without absorption, and wit ' oXt chem-
ical change. In severe cases of so-ealled colie, or windy spasm in


