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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

After 2 storlay passage, the America, fromy
Liverpool 18th ulto., arrived at Doston.on Mon-
day. The Irish journals not only confirm the
strange tidings of the arrest of a number of
young wen, upom tle serious charge of being
members of a Secret Society engaged in a trea-
sosable correspondence with a gang of Yaukee
SMlibusters, having for its object the invasion of
Ireland by the latter—but add, that the conspir-
acy was much more widely extended, and that
1ts rargifications were far more numerous, than
was at fiest suspected. There had been, so it ix
sail, aa organisation on a large scale, for the pur-
pose of making war on the British (overnment ;
ttere had been importations of arms from the
Uuited States, an exlensive manufacture of
pikes, daily, nightly drillings of the insurgents;
and the insurrection was almost nfe, when the

Iovermnent interferpd, and crushed it.  Such i

the story as told by certain Trish papers, but we

“are ¥ free 1o confess™ as they say in another
place, that we believe scarcely a word of it.

Inthe first place the deponents are for the
most purt in the employ and pay of the Govern-
soeut; and i the sceond phice, whenever that
Governmnent lus calertuived the design of in-
flicting Coercion Bills upon Ireland, it has al-
ways first endeavonred through a hirling press, to !
convinee the world ihat such severe measures |
were rendered indispensably necessary by the in- '
surrectionary pruclivities of the Trish peasantry.
There exist woreover in Lrefaud, and thrive to a
degree unprecedented in any other country, a
nasty ciass of bipeds keown as © informers.” —
"The infamons trade of these gentry consists, Ist. in
coticinyg the peasuntry to form, and organise them-
selves inlo, Secret Societies; and 2d in giving in-
farmation (o Government against their dupes, for
whom they receive a previvusly stipulated amount
of * blood-ipaoey.” By this sunple process,
and by the employent of these useful agents, |
tise Irish Govermment can always get up a for-
maidable insurrection at the shortest notice ; and
find a valid excuse i the eyes of the world for
inflicting a few additional pains and penalties up-
oo the Popish peasantey of lreland,  Soin this
instapce, we read, that the authorities had avail-
ed themselves ol the lute arrests, and bad greatly
o jmproved the accasion,” by letting loose large
bodies of military and rmilitia upon the inhabitants
of the south-western portions of the island § and
by appointing Sperial Cornmission for the imme-
diate triaf, o ruther susunary conviction, of the
pri%oncr.s.

The Coolinenta! news is sull very warlike.—
Lombardy seems on the brink of a general insur-
rection ; and ibat insurrection means war be-
tween France and Austria.

PROTESTANT INcoNSisTENCY, — We have
but to read the reports of the sayings and doings
of our Protestant proselytising Missionary so-
eieties, to be convinced of their absurdity and in-
cousistency.  Against those societies, as applied
10 the perversion of Catholies from the faith of
their ancestors, Drotestants themselves are the
best witnesces ; for they prove, what we have al-
ways asserted, that it is not Papists, but Protes-
tants who stand in need of the wissionary ; and
that the ignorance of, aud insensibility to divine
thiogs of the latter, frankly admitted by Protes-
tants, are greater, even than that imputed by the
mendacions agents of the French Canadian Mis-
siopary Society to French Canadian Papists.

We have lymg before us for iastance, in the
columns of the Quebec Guzette of the 29th ult.,
the Report of the Wesleyan NMissionary Anni-
versary ; the Wesleyaus being prominent amongst
those who profess a tender interest in tbe benight-
od condition of the Cutholic population of Lower
Casada. Let us hexr then what our zealous
Drotestant friends have to say for themselves;
and from their own lips let us learn the spiritual
condition of that holy Protesting society of which
they so earnestly desire to make us members, and
in whose glorious privileges they are so anxious
that we poor benighted Papists, should partici-
pete. :

The Reverend T. Derrick is the speaker ; and
he ie describing the religious and spiritual condi-
tion, not of the French Catholic, but the Eng-
Lish Protestant portion, of ‘the population of
Lower Canada. "Let us listen to bim.

4‘Phey had heard"—said the speakor—'‘of the
want of light in heathen lands ; but he stood before
them, not as & Missionary whose sphere of labor was
in tho far off Eastern Indies, but as one whose work
was pearer bome—in the Eastern Townships. He
would tell them, too, thatin these townships there
were counlrymen of thewr own living who had never
board = sermon preached, who had never listened to,
far less joined in prayer and supplieation. He had
bean in & bouse inhabited by such persons not very
long ago ; and he had knelt down to pray, and had
prayed earneatly in their midst. Whilst he was thus
engaged he felt gomething pulling at the breast of his
cost} on looking down when prayer was finished,
bo found it was = Jovely little: girl who was logking
up in Lig face wondering and amazed to see him ‘in
snch a position, eud to hear him speaking with snch
enrnest toney. The father apologised for ita com-

‘@het by stating that the ‘child bad nevar before seen
& man upon his'kneés, never before "had listened to.
the voice of prayer . U T

" Such, by Protestant testimony, is .the spiritual

condition of a large portion of the Protestant

| 'rural population of Lower Capada ; does any.

intelligent person believe that there is anything
like thereunto amongst the French Canadian and
“ Romish portion 1 or that there is a single Catho-
lic householder n Lower Canada whose family
have grown up in such complete ignorance of their
religious oblizgations?  Ignorant no doubt, in
many respects are many of the latter; but
amongst the poorest and most ignorant, you will
not find ove who from his infascy las not been
taught that there is a God to Whom prayer is
due 5 and who has not, at some period of his life,
joined in humble prayer and supplication to the
throne of grace. Such gross igrorance, such
bratal oblivion of, and insensibility to divioe
things, as that described by the Rev. T. Der-
vick, is 1o be Jound only amongst Protestant
communities, or the savage abomgines of New
Holland.

And such being the case, are we not justified
in denouncing the pretended missions of Protest-
ant ¥ Swaddlers” to our Catholic kabttans, as a
mockery of reason and of religion—as an insult to
(zad and man 7 ave we not authorised in apply-
ing to those * Swaddlers” the words spoken of
old to the Scribes and Pharisees, bypocrites,
who like our modern colportcurs compassed sea
and earth 10 make one proselyte; and having
found him made him teofold more the child of beli
than themselves ?

AN Irisy Mortara Case.— In the Irish
Courts, Lord Chancellor Napier has lately de-
livered judgment 10 the case of certain Catholic
orphans, whick has excited much interest, and
{urnishes an appropriate pendant to the Mortara
business. T'he facts, as produced in evidence,
are very simple, and may be thus briefly stat-
ad.

Joha O’Malley, the deceased father of the
ehildren in question, married to a Protestant wo-
man, was during bis life a very bad Catbolic in-
deed; so negligent in sbort of his duties, so in-
different to all religion, and of morals so lax, as
almost to pass for a Protestant. Gn his death-
bed however, he sent for Lis priest, aad endeaver-
to reconcile bimself with his God; shortly after
which be breathed his last, learing strict injunc-
tions with his widow to bring up his children as
Catholies, and in the Church according 1o whose
form they had been baptised.  Within a few
montks the mother died also, leaving the children
orphans ; and the question then arose—to whom
should their guardianship be entrusted 1

Two claimants appeared. One the paternal
uncle of the children ; who being himselfa Catho-
lic, placed the Catbolic children of his deceased
Cathalic brother, and in compliance with the lat-
ter’s clearly expressed last request, jn Catholic
nstitutions to be educated as Catholics ; appar-
ently a very natuwral and laudable arrange-
ment.

But lo ! another claimant appeared in the per-
son of a well-known mother in the Protestant
Israel, and a prophetess lughly esteemed in the
House of Swaddlers—who is also spoken of by
the profane, zs the “ Bishopess ot Tuan.” This
eminent ¢ professor” having discovered that there
was a maternal auat of the deceased O’Malley’s
children, who was moreover a Protestant, stirred
Ler up to claim their guardianship ; and hereupon
the action of the Law Courts was invoked.

The process was very short and simple—the
judge in the case being himself a Protestant, and
the friend of * Swaddlers.” He very quickly
found therefore that the Court was bound to
consult, not the dying wishes of the father, but
the interests of the children ; and it was for their
interests that they should be brought up aposta-
tes to the religion of their fathers, and as souad
Protestants. Upon these grounds therefore the
Cliancellor overruled the father’s authority ; and
ordered that the children, eight in mumber, be
dragged by force from the haads of their natur-
al protectors, and consigued to an evaugelical
« Swaddling™ estahlishment, in order, as the
Heiald would call it, to be made the victims “of
a mechanical conversion.” '[bis ia justice as
betwixt Catholics and Protestants as administer-
ed by Protestant tribunals. The sequel, and
concluding scene of this edifying stary we give
in the words of the correspondent of the Dublin
Natwon i—

« Pho cidest boy of the O'Malley's has been vora off
by brote force, under circumstances which give a
complexion to the Lord Chancellor's stotements
about the ¢ Protestant impressions’ of the childrer,
which ought to cover him with sbame. In this case
there Wwas no one by to encourage the boy, even by a
look, to any resistance ; hiz master oxpressed himself
indifierent ag to the boy's religious course. But the
1ad, with » vehemence which was painful to the lnst
degree, resisted his legal kidnappers as he would the
most abhorred executionera, I will givein, s faran
possible, the words of one of the Messrg 8myth, (to
whom he wag bound o8 bootmaker) an account of
tho affair. About eleven o'clock to-day thc police
gtationed themselves not merely in front of Smyik's
house, but they took their stand in front and rear, ]
right and left of the house at such distance as wowld
gecure and put into their hands any one endeavoring
to cscape: this arrangement palpably shows that the
rarties looking for the boy expected that Ac was not
willing ta go with them sud that ba would eudeavor
10 escape. . : . .

- ¢ Shbortly aftéerwards & Rev, Mr. Fowler, Mrs. Jane
Robinson (the aunt), and Mr. Drary (holding the
Qbencellors warrant), entered Smyth'showss. Mrs,
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Robingon at once said ¢ Ob; William is this you ; ia it
here you are 7' The boy wasa then sitting at work-on

want.i0 know you at all ; ] know the treatment youw
_gave my mother and myaelf when we were with you
before ; you starved us and sent us back to the work-
-hoose.’ - . :

%4 Qb, William,’ exclajmed the woman Robineon 28

i f much surpriged, ‘don’t take me this way, that's
not the way your sisters received me yesterdny when
I 100k them out of the convent of Tuam ;' (this, as
you may se¢, was & falsehopd which she told bim for
a purpose. The sgisters made similar resistance). ‘I
don't care’, replied the boy, ‘1 won't go, i'll stop with
ry master! Mr. Smyth then gaid, ‘It scems you
know thizs woman, William."! The boy answered,
tyes, 8ir, I know her well from the way she once
treated we,
_ "At this stage of the conversation Mr. Drury pro-
duced the warrant, and snid ho claimed the boy for
Mrs. Robinson, his guardian. A conversalion then
ensued about Smyih's right to hold over 8 boy ap-
prenticed to him according to 1aw ; Mr. Drury in the
meantime making the utmost possible use of the
Chancellor's name so as to terrify Smyih.

# The Rev. Mr. Fowler at thia time seenmed shocked
at the inkumanity of proceeding further with a boy
whosa convictions seemed so determinedly fixed.
Swmyth ther asked thoe boy, ‘will you go with her or
stay withus? The boy suid, with passionnte em-
phasis, ‘1 will not go with her; Fwill stop with you.’
Drury then collared him, and Mrs Robinson laid her
hande on his back to force himout! Mr. Smyth snid
that be or his brother would not interfere with the
boy's religion—but be might go * fo church or ckapcl s
he pleased! He wags then azked whether he would be
& Catholic or a Protestant. He said, ‘T will be u
Oatbolie; I will not be a Protestant ; no, never.

*f Defore they collared him they asked him several
timeg to go with them, and be refused, elways an-
swering in the moat determined wanner that he
would not go. At length Drury collared bim in the
maaner | bave alluded to, and the aunt like 2 ‘bul-
ly baliff, assisting abgolutely, forced *the boy ouf, he
in the mesntime crying most bitteriy,nnd making vain
Ybut painful efforts to resist orcecape. A curious way
of ehowing the veracity of Bo great & man as the
Lord Chancellor, whose heart was so touched by
anxiety to respect tho boy's * Protestant impressions.’”

To fully understand the meaning of the decis-

ton recorded above, it must be remembered that
in the case of Alicia Race—the daughter of ade-
ceased Protestant father, but who by will made
his Catholic widow the guardian of the child—the
Court ruled that the daughter be torn from her
mother, and be brought up as a Protestant. And
this iniquitous decree, despite the prayers and
tears of raother and cbild, was fully carried to’
execulion,

“« T'ug Coxmition oF WoMeN anNp CHILDREN
AxonG tiHe Certic, GoTHIC, AND OTHER
Narions.” By Joha MEiheran, M. R. C.
S. E. Boston, Patrick Dorahoe.

This 15 not a work for which we would be-
speak an extensive circulation cither amongst the
enemics of our Church, or of the Irish people ;
fest we should run the risk of being credited with
the false ethnology; and the worse theology,which
the author has ingeniously contriveld to compress
within the compass of some four bundred pages.
If on the ove hand the absurd self-laudations of
the Anglo-Saxons are enough to disgust one,
the absurdities with which our 4 Mewber of the
Royal College of Surgeons Edinburgh,” has con-
trived to cram his book, must excite our wonder ;
either at the jgnorance of the writer, or his cool
assumption of Lhe ignorance of ais readers.

Scorning to follow the old path of ethnologo-
cal iovestigation, our author, as he himself in-
forms us, p. 25, has broken up new fields of in-
quiry in the reports of hatters, dentists, batr-
dealers, &ec. ;” and has arrived at a series of con-
clusions utterly irrecoacileable with the teachings
of etbnography and history, and altogether at
variance with the conclusions arrived at by the
most eminent Catholic philosophers and theolo-
gians of modern times.

'The great discovery of Mr. M‘Elheran is this
—that the higher civilization, and purer morahty
of certain members of the great Indo-European
family are to be aitributed, rather to the mys-
terious effects of race, than of grace ; and
proceed, not so much from the supernatural gifts
of God, as from a certain bappy development
of the cerebral organs. These conclusions car
author supports by a very simple process, and
one by no means uncommon amongst z certain
class of controversialists. e coolly assumes the
truth of all facts which appear to countenance
bis theories ; and as coolly rejects all those which
decidedly wilitate against them.

"Thus for iustaoce, he starts with the assump-
tion that a certain physical organization, com-
mon to and characteristic of a2 the Indo-Ger-
maniec races—Celts, Teutons and Sclaves—is
peculiac to the Celt; and without 3 moiment’s
hesitation, be discards the facts with which the
modern science of ethnography furnishes us, and
which have clearly established the fact, not only
of the common origin of, but intimate cennection
between, those two races, one of which he desig-
nates as Celts, and the other as Goths; both
members of the Arian or Indo-Germanic family,
and alike separated by indelible marks from the
Turanian stock, with which he confounds the
Goth or Teuton. Had our author devoted some
of those hours which he passed amongst « hat-
makers, dentists, and bair-dealers, &e.,” to the
study of comparative philology, the indispens-
able basis of all sound ethnology, he would not
have fallen into this ridiculous blunder ; he would
not bave been guilty of the almost incredible ab-
surdity of jumbling together, as be does at
p.p. 20, 30, Goths, Fins, Huos, and Turks !—
and of confounding Gothic with Tartar races !

" In Jike manner a little acquaintance with the
facts of history would -bave- préveatéd him from

cenfoynding the Franks or Freach — whose

.cgp:iéity for .cfi.vili.sat'ionf ' he“l'(il'ﬁil'él';" 'ar;q whose |’
| bis seat; he. at once sprung from it and went bé-- rlrf‘.‘ues e, ‘extals—with . ‘thg"_l,"Célt.'s_',."'tJ'f ;'G.a-mcﬂl

‘tween - bis master. and the wall and ssid, ‘1 don't | race whom they reduced. to' slavery in the V-

céplury under their leader Clovis. . The Franks

‘were a_German or Teutonic, and not- a Celtic

race; of which their Salic law—whose Gothic
origin our author admits—is a conclusive proof.
The “ French Conquerors” or Franks—whom in
compapy with ¢ the Irish,” our author at p. 144,
justly Jauds for putting a stop to the sale of An-
glo-Saxon slaves—were of the self same Gothic,
or rather Teutonic stock, as that to which the
conquered Anglo-Saxons belonged. They were
the descendants of the Norse-Men, and the
Salian Franks—the introducers ntoGau} of their
peculiar Sal7c law; and therefore as thoroughly
Gotbs, as those whom they subdued. They were
of that L'eutonie stock which gave to ali Conti-
nental Europe its chivalry, which made the
name of Christendom glorious throughout Asia,
terrible on the field of Ascalon, and before the
walls of Acre. Bayard, the Chevalier sans peur
el sans reproche, came of that Gothic or Teu-
tanic stock ; to it we are indebted for the great-
er part of our music, our poetry ; and last not
least, that glorious architecture which has alwost
made the name Gothic, the synonym of all that
is heautiful, of all that is highest and purest, of
all that is most troly noble ard expressive of
Chrislian sentiment, in art.  And yet this Mem-
ber of the Royal College of Surgeons Edinburgh,
has the amazing audacity to tell the world in the
middle of the XIX century, that *the Goth s
always, and in all circumstances utilitarian®-——
(surely then the Yankees must be the only
genvine Goths) — * with little of the soul that
distinguishes bumanity from brutality 5 that he
has little or no faculiy for poetry, music, or ab-
stract science,” p. 26. Oh, bosts of * utilitarian™
crusaders ! brave soldiers of the Cross ! how will
ye receive these tidings?  Ob Ruskin! Ruskin !
what think ye of this revifer of the Gothic in art ?

As a specumen of the summary process by
means ot which our author gets rid of all tesu-
moxny unfavorable to his hypothesis—that, even
before the introduction of Christianity amongst
them, the morals of the Celtic race were of a
bigher order than those of the other members of
the Indo-Germagic family—:we may be permitted
to quote the following.

Cazsar in his wreauise De Bello Gallico, 2.v.,
tells us that the DBritons 1 bodies of ten or
twelve, bad their wives in common, chiefly bro-
thers with brotliers, and fathers with sons ;—

* Oxores habant deni, ducdenique inter se¢ cow-
munes, et maxime fratres cum fratribus, et parentes
cum liberia ; sed si qui suntexr his nati, corum ha-
bentur liberi a quibag primum virgines ductz sunt.”

This explicit declaration of a close ohserver,
and trustworthy witpess as to the immorality of
the heathen Britons, and the degraded condition
of their women, is cited by the illustrious Spani-
ard Balmez in suppost of his thesis that Euro-
pean civilization is a plaut of Christian growth ;
and that it is to the grace of Grod, rather than to
any virtue wherent in particular races, that we
are indebted for our higher and purer morality,
as compared with the morality of the best of
heathen nations. But this evidence is destruc-
tive of Dr. M‘Elheran’s pet theory; and so he
coolly disposes of it, by the simple assumption that
Cazsar was wrong, and prejudiced against the
Britons. We quote the passage as an amusing
specimen, both of the author’s style, and of his
critical acumen :—

1 Oax3ar was not very exact or nice in his account
of the British race, that drove him and his vast army
into the sen. He says that the Britons had wives in
common, brothers with brothers, and fathers with
sons, and that the children were given to him who
had first taken the women. Cxsar’s word may np-
pear eufficient evidence, but it is obvious that he
was under 2 misnpprehension of British custom. An-
ciently it was considered a dreadful misfortune to die
without issue. In such case, the Jews, and [ believe
the Pheenicians, gave the widow to hor deceased hus-
band’s brother, in order that ho might raise up child-
ren for his brother. The sume cuatom may bave pre-
vailed in South Brijain ; and therefore Uz=sar was
right in saying that the children bolunged to the
brother who first espoused the womun,”-=p, 120,

This conclusion from  posse” fo ¢ esse™ is
most amusing; and is only exceeded in com-
icality by the onhommic with which the author
attributes to the painted denizens of British fo-
rests, the peculiar institution of a Semitic race.
But though he thus attempts to account for the
community of wires between brothers and bro-
thers, Dr. MElberan will, we think, hardly deem
it a satisfactory explanation of the other part of
Cresar’s story—to the effect that, amongst the
Britons, fathers and soos bud wives in cominon.
Casar must, therefore, be discredited as a com-
petent wilness; though when the same witness
testifies to the depravity of the German heathen
races with whom he came in contact, his evi-
dence is to be received without a moment's hesi-
tation. To such miserable shifts,and palpable
inconsistencies, is our author reduced by his at-
tempt to maintain an untenable hypothesis.

If we speak thus harshly of Dr. M‘Elheran’s
book, it is not that we deny the truth of =2 great
many of his statements as fo the brutality and
filthiness of a very considerable portion of the
middie and lower classes of society in the British
Tslands at the present day ; but this we attribute

to their Protestantism, and not to their race, or
‘Teutonic origin. Tt 1s to the absurd stress which
our author lays upon # Race” and the little im-
portance ‘he attaches to * Grace,” that we. ob-
ject, 04 false in theology and unsupported by facts.

Tt is‘notorious that the most impure, the,

——

I dhadiig g most de.
graded people in Great Britain-are Protestant-
ised Celts ; as for instance the Welsh Méthodist»-.
—whose “bundling” is but another name f“of
“ Free Loveism ;" and “ The Men® a5 the
style themselves, in the Western Hightands oj;
Scotland, who carry- the principles of Calvinisti,
Anii-nomianism. to their ultunate logical conse;
quences. At the same time we agree with ),

author that the purity of the Trish Catholic Celt
is beyond suspicion. The women of Catholi;
Ireland are, as a rule, as chaste as they are -DEal;'-
tiful; but this we atfribute to their faj
and not to ftheir race, to the Sacramepy,
of the Church whose most faithful children (he.
are,and not to their Celtic blood. - Dr. MeF).
leran is quite right when he denounces the g
surd glorificalion of a mythic Anglo-Saxan raey .
but hie should beware lest he himself fall intn pru.:
eisely a similar ercor as that which he rondemns
in ofhers.

 The fact is, the greater part of this contro.
versy about “ race” is sheer humbug, in so far o
the natives of Great Britain are concerned.—
Amongst the aristocracy and gentry the Anslq.
Norman type predeminates; amongst the lc:_'mr
classes the Anglo-Saxen clement is stronger
but amongst all classes there is, we suspect, »
strong dash of Celtic bleod. 'There have beep
great and good men amangst all classes; i the
practice of the natural virtues, British Troges.
tants have often set an example which it wouly
be well if all Cathelies would imitate 5 and we
cannot, therefore, but consider the work upder
review, which denies to the Teutonic memberd
of the Indo-Germanic stock the possession of
single goed moral quality, as very disreputable
both to the head, and to the beart of its author.
That he should execrate the wrongs perpetrated
upon his own brave countrymen is natural, apd
indeed laudable ; that he should feel indigoant ay
the wanton insults offered to Ireland by serity.
blers in English journals is pardonable enough ;
but it would have been well if he had kept in
mmd {hroughout the pregress of his work, the
words he puts into bis Preface, to the eflect that
“ we caunat glorily Celts, by debasing Saxons ;
whilst as a Catholic he should bave known that i
is only by the grace of God thatthe lormer arc
what they are—and that before Him, neither
Celt nor Teuton has any cawse for hoastine or
self-gloritication.

CanapiaN Homps, or vHE MystERY SoLnv.
po.—A Christmas Tale. By Maple Knot,
Author of Szmon Seek—An amusing story, and
as the product of a Canadian author, eminenily
deserving of Canadian patronage.

Tt is with deep rvegret that we bhare to an-
nounce the total destruction by fire of St. Jamey’
Church in St. Denis Street, on Tuesday nighs,
the 4th inst. ‘Chis Church, which was one of
the handsomest ecclesiastical edifices i Britisk
North America, has been but recently finished at
an expease of some £30,000, and ils Jess will be
severely felt by the Catholies of the neighbor-
hood. The cause of the ealamity is saul to be
the overheating of the flues.

The Superior of the Seminary returus his sin-
cere thanks toall the Fire Companies of the City
for their uoble exertions 10 save the Churel.—
All 1hat men could do. they did.

The Courrter du Canada must excuse ux
for this week us we have no space al our com-
mand. Tn our uext we shall endearor to explain
ourselves.

MR. McGEE'S LECTURE BEFORE THE ST- Pi-
TRICK'S LITERARY ASSOCIATION.

Ou ‘Thursday evening of last week, 30th ult.,
T. D. M‘Gee, Esq., M.P.D., delivered, iu the
Bonaventure Hall, the inaugural address before
the St. Patrick’s Literary Association of whick
he is President. Several of our Catholic clergy
were in aticndance, and the body of the roem
was crowded with a numerous and highly respect
able audicnce. The learned gentleman. wio, op
presenting bimsell on the platform, was received
with loud applause, then addressed his aulience to
the following cffect. We copy from the
Herald - —

After etating that he had beou elected ]’rcei_deut of
e St. Patriek's Literary Association, he said that
custom had estnblished that the presiding officer of 8
Society sbould deliver an inangural address. Haring
explainod the ohjecta of the Association, guch as the
mental improvement, ete., of the Irish youth of the
city, Mr. M‘Gee proceeded with his lecluro. He gaid
—The world fuirly ndmits tho existenceof n very ac-
tive Irish intellect in two departments— namely, iz
the department of oral eloguence and in another
which wit and humor are prominent, 1t is suppozed
by those who adopt whatever nntion they find car-
rent. that these faculties of eloquence and wit, are
in the case of the Irish people divorced from the
more solid and patient cnergies which would cuable
them 1o excel in the gequisition of languages or it
the exact sciences. It ig snid that the perseverauce
noceganry for acquaintance with the exact deicnses 4
to be found 1mors in the German, English and Scoteb,
than in the lrigh mind; and so it bappens that the
credit given us i ususlly accompanied with the
good-natured regrel that wo aro not bleased with
more solid and persovering quulities. [A laughi—
Tiot us now soc if our anceators wero wanting in the
fnculties for which the world gives us no credit, We
will take three different periods of our country's hx-ii
tory ; the firat, the Oeltic period, frem the fifth U
the tenth cantury ; second, the medizval perlgd from
the tenth till the Reformation ; third, the r{muernop‘;'
riod, from the Reformation till our own time. 'tll:l-
firgt native princos, with all their foulis, were, ‘é”
out & singla exception, the friends of science 82 arat
patrons of learned men; they flourished in, ﬂllo ‘:
period. But the second period was the midd ele E:r
of Europe; Treland, at this iime, wasin o 8 ol
constitutional anarchy, In the thicd and last pe e
we find learning proscribed, and thoss who o"dg-iven
have been the instructors of their race, weré ‘c;d 10
into banishment, to seek that fair play mcceiv-
ther on the soil of their birth. Ircland, after :;rmnt
ing the christian religion, roceived also an }fnlz)iu Jan-
agent of cultivation—a knowledge of tho Bh 5 Hife
guage, It is stated that St. Patrick, during nr;o na"
conferred holy orders on three thonsand PP ot
but, at all events, wo havo it in the ecclcamguc s
torinns that at the time of his desth there werg an
thousand porsons possessed of the. lnngtén'g 1¢ the
consequently of the key to aomo-kpovyle ["ewi
litoraturs of ancient Rome—up to this time 127 7
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remembered that the population-of the islan
be reckoned by thousands; it had not yet reached 2



