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¢ 1. M. S LITERARY CONFERENCE

1ECTURE BY REV.JAS. CALLAGHAN

The weekly conference of the Irish Ca-
ibelic Young Men’s Literary Academy
was held in their ball, 92 St, Alexander
street, Wednesday, April 29, under the
presidency of Mr.J.J. Patterson, B.L. The
programme was varied and select anq

the criticisms of theliterary productions
most favorably received. Rev. James
@allaghan, 8.3, discoursed on *St.
e."
Jegfnlexome was born at Stridon_, in
Dalmastia, in the ancient Republic of
Yenice, A.D. 342, and studied in
Rome. In his youth he yielded to the
gross instincts of nature, and, being con-
verted from his evil habits, he devoted
bimself to alife of intellectual and moral
improvement. Hetraveled through Gaul,
Thrace, Asia Minor, and dwelt as a hermit
en the confines of Antioch, Syria. He
was ordained priest at Antioch, A.D. 378,
returned to Rome, was appointed Papal
decretary to Damasus 1, became a re-
sowned clerical reformer and influenced
Pauls, Marcella, Fabiola, and countless
other heiresses of the noblest Koman
families to rencunce all worldly ties and
serve God in the interests of the poor.
After the death of Pope Damasus, he
nitted once more the capital of
ahriatendom and repaired to the
#table of Betblehem, A.D. 884 He
spent thirty-six years in study
and penance in the humble grotto where
bis Divine Master waa born of the Virgin.
After he had been over thirty years in
his peaceful retirement, his intellectual
pursuits and his penitential exercises
were interrapted by the landing of
Pelagius in Judea. He refuted the error
of the Anglo-Saxon monk and distributed
copies of him treatise in all quarters
around., His vigorous proteat incited
the Sectarians to open revolt. Theylaid
siege to bis cell and his two neig' boring
monasteries. A deacon and a few ser-
vants lost their lives in the combat.
Jerome and the others were saved only
by getting into a tower. Through the
inflnence of Jerome with.the Governor
of Judes, s mandate of expulsion was
issued against the rioters and thus freed
the country from these lawless in-
truders. The masterpiece of §St.
Jerome is his Latin translation of the
original Hebrew and Greek MSS. of the
Sceriptures. His version is entitled the
“Vulgate.” and is in reality what the
name implits, a common or popular
copy. The execution of the herculean
tagk was exceedingly tardy and pains-
taking. It took him 42 years to com-
plete it and necessitated the acquisition
of much additional knowledge. His
preficiency in modern Hebrew availed
him only partially, for the purity of the
ancient dialect was notably impaired by
the introduction of many Chaldaic
idioms while the Jews were captives at
Babylon. In truth, at the end of the
Macchabean dynasty, that is unear the
time of the Birth of Christ, it had under-
gone such marked changes that it wae
used no longer in conversations or com-
positions, but solely and exclusively in
oeremonial rites or by the learned. Ac-
coerdingly he had to study the mother
tongue to fit himself for the right un-
derstanding and proper interpretation of
the original text of the DBible. The
“Vilgate” is, as far asfaith or moralsare
oo cerned, the only official and authen-
tic copy of the Bible, The verdict of the
Roman Catholic Church on St. Jerome's
translation is limited tu its religious and

moral  legislation and allows a
reagonable  latitude of  discussion
among  Biblical scholars on  other
points, = such as history, science,

arts, and the like, for she does not, by
the virtue of her Apostolic aparobation,
hold herself responsible for any errors,
or miatakes of the distinguished trans-
lator cn there various issues. The Church
acted with her usual . prudence and tact
in herjudgment-upon Jerome’s work. Of
course, . her ‘appreeiation of the Foly
Bible itsell is mcumenical or universal,

for the inspired penmen, in  writ
ing down upon their parchments,
the  whisperings. . of the Haly
Ghost, could mnot err or wander

from the truth in the supernatural or
the natural order that is, whether they

“set forth a maxim of grace or nature,

-
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‘John, after ' '
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faith or reason.divine or natural science.
St. Jerome kept on at this work with his
habitual alacrity. though he Iny pros-
trate under the weight of his infirmities,
and had to lilt himsell from off his pil-
Iew with a cord attached to the roof of
his bed. §t. Jerome.died, A.D). 420,

At the conclusion, a vote of thanks
was unanimously voted in fuvor of the
Rev. lecturer, His aubject this evening
will be *“8t. Jobn Chrysostom, or the
Golden-Tongued Orator,”

REPORTED DISCOVERY

OF THE RUINB OF A HOUSE INHABITED BY
THE DI E38ED VIRGIN.- ‘

- The Pope and the Cardinals are much
interested, according to the Journal
Iyalxe, in" a discovery made Ly Father,
Esbasch, Superior of the French Semin-
ary'in Rome, during his recent journey
in the East, with the nssistance of Father
Paulinus, Superior of the Lazarist com-

unity myrna.. The reported dis-
dovery is that of the ruins of ahduse in-

e the Axcension of Jesus Christ.’
use, it - appears, - was:not.situated
shag h14tkllerto ‘been gen~
‘butata p ¢
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man nun, whose visions of the various
scenes of Christ’s Passion have been, pub-
lished in most European languages.
Fathers Esbasch and Paulinus found that
the site indicated by Anre Catherine, of
Emmerich, is known to the peasants as
Panaghia Caperili, signifying the place
ofthe Virgin, and that the locality ex-
actly corresponds with the description
given in the nun’s books.

THE A. P. A,
ARCHBISHOP [RELAND'S OPINION OF
ORGANIZATION.

Archbishop Ireland, in a recent inter-
view which appeared inseveral American
newspapers, spenks of the A.P.A.in
the following terms :—

“Well, I have heard a good deal about
them, but I have seen very little of
them. They are not numerons in
America, and where they are found they
are usually imported Americans. They
croak a good deal, to make believe they
are numerous. Two or three frogs ina
swamp may keep a whole houschold
from sleep. The chief reason of the
secrecy they attach to their meetings
and their membership is that they must
hide their fewness of numoers. Why, it
they counted votes by millions, as their
spokesmen say,do they not come out
and support a regular A. P. A. ticket ?
This they will never dare do.

“ Their usual plan of campaign is to
hitch themselves to the tail of a party or

THE

“1 have known several cases in the
West where politicians atfixed the stigma

wished to defeat,and to which it did not

T ea—
MGR. FABRE'S ANNIVERSARY.

Religious services wereheld on Friday
at the Cathedral on the occcasion of the
twenty-third anniversary of the episcopal
consecration of Mgr, Fabre, Archbishop
of Montreal. His Grace officiated at the
service, assisted by Rev. M. Bourgesault,
Grand Vicar, "as assistant priest, and
Canons Martin and Cousinean, as deacon
and sub-deacon. Mgr. Langevin, Arch-
bishop of St. Boniface ; Mgr, Gravel, of
Nicolet ; Mgr. Larocque, of Sherbrooke ;
Mgr. Decelles, of St. Hyacinthe, and a
large number of the clergy, were present.
The choir sang the same Mass that was
sung at the consecration of Mgr. Fubre
twenty-three years ago by Cardinal Tas-
chereau. Mgr, Fabre has himself conse-
crated the six following Bishops :—Mgr.
O’'Brien, Archbishop of Halitax ; Mgr.
Lorin, Apostolic Viear of Pembroke ;
Mgr. Emard, of Velleyfield; Mgr. De
celles, of St. Hyacinthe, and Myr. Lan-
gevin, of St. Bonifuce. His Grace hans
received a great numberof presents from
the dillerent religious orders of the arch-
diocese.

———— e

CATHOLIC SAILORS’ CLUB.

The Catholic Sailors’ Club wiil hold
their tirst coneert of the senson, in their
new rooms, 53 Common street, corner of
St. Peter street, on Thursday evening,
May 7th. A splendid programme will
be presented. In the new quarters a
spacious hall is set apart for the concerts.
S.icial entertainments will be given every
Thursday evening. during the season of
navigation, to which the pnblic are in-
vited. Some good local talent will nssist
at the opening concert to-morrow cven-
ing. Come.

—_———

S URBAIN’S ACADEMY.

Rev. Jumes Callaghan, of St. Patrick’s
parish, and chaplain of St. Urbain’s
Academy, paid a visit to the Academy
on the occasion of the anniversary
of St. Jamea the less. A pleas-
ing programme, composed of literary
compositions, classical dinlogues, songs,

cte., wns cexecuted by the pupils. To
the addresses of  welcome, read by
Misses Dwane and  Desjardins.,  the

revercnd gentleman made a suitable re-
ply, complimenting teachers and schol-
ars on the high standard attained.

—_——
DEATH OF A CATHOLIC PUB-
LIS1IEL.

Louis Benziger of (he firm of Benziger
Bros., publishers of Catholic books, dicd
recently nfter a short illness. Heart
failure induced by pnenmonia was the
eanse of his death. Mr. Betziger was
born in Einsledeln, Switzerlund, tifty six
vears ago, His father aud grandfather
had been in the publishing business in
their native town lor many years, the
busincss having been started in 1793
with the aid of several presses which the
Benzigers bought of the monks in «
neighboring munastery. The American
branch was founded in 1853 and in 1860
Louis Benziger came to this country to
share the management of the concern.
Mr. Benziger went to Cincinnati and
started & branch louse there, after
which he returned to New York and in
1878 beeame the senior manager of the
American firm. The funeral was held in
St. Peter's Catholic Church at New
Brighiton, L. I.

U e————
- JOHN DILLON AN AMERICAN.

It rﬁay not be generally known, says

, the recently '.ele’étf.d.leader ol the |,
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howevir, wasnot destined to spend many
of his years in the new world just then,
for with the return of his parents to Irc-
land young John, for the first time, gazed
upon the land to whose natioual redemy.-
tion his life was to be largely devoted.

BULUWAYO RELIEVED.

EAKL GREY REACHEX TIIERE WITH A $TRONG
FORCE OF MEN,

Earl Grey, co-administrator, with Mr,
Cecil Rhodes, of the territory of the
British Chartered South Africa Com-
pan ,,bas arrived at Buluwayo with a
strong escort. The reeent actions with
the insurgent Matabeles have resulted
in inflicting such severe loss upon them
that Buluwayo is looked upon as being
practically relieved., and it is no longer
likely that the natives will attack the
town in force, although they still num-
ber over 15,000 armed men in this viein-
1ity.

OVER 3000 DROWNED.
THE RESULT OF A COLLISION UETWEEN
CHINFSE STEAMERS.

A report comes from Shanghai that
the steamer On Wo has been sunk by
coming into collision with the steamer
New Chwang, off Woo Sung, ten miles
north of Shanghai. The On Wo went
downimmediately, and the New Chwang
was beached to prevent her from sink-
ing, Five foreigners and 300 Chinese
who were on board the On Wo are miss-
ing. The Euwropean survivors of the
sunken vessel are Second otlicer Cooper
and Third Engincer Allen. The drown-
ed include the captain and tive British
otlicers apd 300 Chinese. The United
States warships Olympia, Boston, York-
town and Detroit sent boats to the ns-
il_iamnce of the On Wo and saved many
ives. .

PERSIA’S SHAH DEAD.

WAS NHOT WHILE GOING TO HIS DEVOTIONS

: BY A FANATIC,

The Central News says that the details
that have reached London of the assus-
sination of the Shah are of the brietest
character, As the Shah was entering
the court of the shrine of Shah Abdul
Azim, the assassin, who is said toben
Sayid fromn Xerman, named Mollah
Rezea, delivered the fatal shot. The
Shah was attended by his chief physician,
Dr. Tholosan, and other physicians. The
assassination caused much  alarm.
Prince Nuib-Es-8altaneh, third son ot the
Shan, retired to his palace at the request
of the Government. The heir to the
throne, Musaper-Ed-Dine, is at Tubriz.
He will leave for the capital as socn as
pussible. A possible renson tor the crime
1s that there has been much discontent
for some time owing to the dearncss of
provisions, partly caused by the excessive
issue of copper coins.

Secretary Olney recvived the following
cable megsage rom United States Minis-
ter Alex. MeDonakl at Teheran @ —

TunkraN, Persia, May 1.
Olney, Secretary of State, Washington:

Shah visiting shrine near city to-day furdevo-
tion,en entering inner sanctunry was shot by an
agsusyin disguised ag a woman, bullet entering
region of the head.  Expited in o few minutes.
Regicide revolutionary funatie. tireat distress, but
CLLY quiet.

Masr Ed-Dine, the assassinated mon-
arch, was born July 17, 1831, e was
the son and successor of Monhanmoed,
and sueceeded to the throne on Sept.
1Gth, 1848, Just after the Commune of
Paris, Nasr Ld-Dine made a tour of
Europe, and the edueational advantages
derived from his travel resulted in the
institntion of o more liberal administra
tiars of the Government on his return to
Perddn The new Shah is Mouseatlor
121 Dine.

—————————————

' PEASANT LIFE IN IRELAND.

Professor A. C. Haddon, in a lecture
on “Peasant Life and Industries of Ire-
Lund,” g8aid that lacemaking continuald
to be practiced in some parts of Ireland,
amd, when trained, the Trish women were
very expert in all kinds of needlowork.
The work of the men consisted chicily
of agriculture, turl entting, tishing and
kelp burning. There was very little pood
soil in the west, andd in some places, as
in the Arran islands, the soil had actu-
ally to be made by bringing up wund
and seaweeld from the shoreand strewing
themoon the hare rocks. The great ex-
tent of the hog land enabled the people
on the nmainland to el plenty of fucl
Fishing in Ireland was essentially men’s
work.and there was an abundance of
ligh off the coast. Speaking generally,
the population of the west const of Ire-
land did not produce goml fishermen.

With regard to the means of transport,
on which the commereinl progperity of
a country depended, he remarked that
until comparntively recently there were
no true roads in many parts of the west
of Ireland and consequently no wheeled
vebicles. One of the blessings wrested
from the awful famine period was the
building of roads, and ducing later fun-
ines the wise policy had been continued.
[t was to be hoped that the light rail-
ways of the present day or other menns
of conveyance, such as aulo cars, would
give yet greater impetus to nascent locul
industries and thus materially assist to-
ward improving the condition of our
charming fellow countrymen in Ireland.
—London Times. .
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INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION.
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tem of arbitration nceessarily presupr
poses thal nations desire an amieable
adjustment of their diflerences. Such
an adjustment nuay be prevented cither
by a wilful oppesition to it or by the
adoption ol style of controversy that
will render  argument  impracticable.
Against sich obstaeles it is diftieuls to
contend. since their direct tendeney and
effect 1s to bring about a collision hefure
an arbitrator ean intervene, It is obvious
that arbitration ean noe more atford an
absolnte sifeguard against sueh eon-
tingencies than ean asystom of muanici-
pal law absolately preventanen from at-
tempting 1o settie their differences hy
fighting in the street, if they desire thue
to revert to primal  conditions. Yet
severe penalties, strietly enforeed, may
reduce suchi chanees to a minimum, and
it is coneeivabile that a scheme of inter-
national action might be devised so
comprehersive as to render aresort Lo
war exceedingly dithenit and hazardons,
—'* The Possibilitics of Permanent Arbi-
tration™ in Century.

THE MANITOBA SCHOOL | (UESTION.

Opintous afour Contemporaries,

In the course of a lengthy and able re
view of the Manitoba School Bill, 'The
Tablet of Inst week says:—""The grounds
on which the Oppesition justity their
hostiiity to the Bill do not, on the other
hand, admit of so clear and definite
statement, as they rest on a easuistieal
defence of acknowledged wrong on the
ples of expediency. Pledged, as a party,
to the defence of provincial independ-
ence against Federal intervention, they
acknowledge the necessity of redressing
the grievances of the Catholics of Man-
itoba, but objeet to the means employed
for the prirpose ns a blow to the auton-
omy of the province. Since they have
formulated no alternative nieasure, their
policy therefore arounts to the aacritice
of the oppressedl minority to their eon-
victions as politien! partizans,  State
rights, which in this cise menn the right
of loeal tyranny, are,in their opinion,
no less sacred than those of a minority.
and indesly St would seem, a great deal
more 8o, since they are prepared to
throw over the latter in faveur of the
former. In order, however, to bring their
position into harmony with the state of
the law. they should propose the repeal
of the existing constitution. which ex
pressly guarantees the very rights which
they. 1t appears, are prepared illegally to
abolish or ignore.  These form part of a
solemn compact entercd into by Mani-
toba and the central Government, anid
any  policy which rests  on their
abrogation 18 ol its esscence unconstitu-
tional and revolutionary, To omil to
all irto action the clause of the Consti-
tntion designed for the protection of the
minority is practically to suspend or
violate 1it. These are the practices of o
despotism not of a free government, and
the means taken toacenre their trinmph,
by the degradaticn of Parlinment, are
worthy of the cause in which they are
menle use of.
% »
The Remedial Order issned by the
Governor in Council, in consequenee of
the continued ohduracy of Manitoba,
wis accompanied by an intimation that
any reasonable olfer of settlement wonld
be accepted. Tt wasonly onthe absolute
refusal of the Provincial Government to
introduce the legislation required to re-
pair the violation of the constitutional
rights of the Catholie party that the
Remedial Bill was introduced into the
Dominion Parlinment, and even during
1ts discussion concnrrent attempts were
made to arrive at an amicable settle
ment of the dispute, A Commission
wus sent to Winniprg to negotinte with
the Premier of Manitoba, just before the
seeond regding of the Bill, with the
understanding that the lutter was {o he
dropped i any satisfuctory alternative
were proposed. Thae conflict ¢ outriner
wis thus absolutely forced on the [Ped-
eral Government by the failure of all
altempts to arringe U compromese, ss
the pasalve aceeptance of defeat would
have Implied abddiention of all the
powers entrusted to it for the protection
of those ground down by . local ma-
jorities. '
(One of the argnments on which most
atrosg was laid by the Oppesitzonin the
course ol the debate was that the Bill
was an invasion of Provineial frecdom
ol taxation, since some appropriation of
money will necessarily he required in
order to carry out its provisions. The
comtention is more specious than con-
vineing, sinte no attempt is made to
preseribe the amonnt of the school rate
or the manner in which 1t is Jevied, bt
only the proportien in which it is to he
distributed. The Government are. never-
theless, sure to lose many votes on thia
count among a people jealons of their
Toenl liberties and resentiul of even the
appearance of  their  curtdiiment.

* x

The constitutional  aspect  of  the
question  divides  parlies by e
line of cross clenvage, running ant

right-anglcs to that of their religions
alussification. For it is the Catholicand
Liberal section which, in its champion-
shipof provincial versus federal viplny, is
now opposing the concession of thede-
mands of the Catholics of Manitobn,
which the Conservative and Protestant
Government, as the defender of central-
ized authority, is bent on conceding.
Thus, in the division religious convie
tion in some cases proved too strong for
party allegiance, and o fraction ot the
Protestant lollowing of the Government
voted agninst them, while a hundful o
Mr. Lanrier’s French Catholic supporters
went” into the lobby Dbehind 'them-
These considerations will equally compli-

te the:issue at the forthenming general:
tion,;and ;xender ‘it ‘difficult; to. for
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'u8h Ity resulix, as it isimpossible to esti-
mate before hamd to what extent the
cross currents of religious opinion will
prevail on elther side over the normal
oend-tide of politieal passion. The cwis
of the Catholies o Manitohn has been
much weakened by the desertion of their
ceereligionists in vhie other provinees, ns
the upposition to their elaiinis by tie
latter is used as an argument againgt
their justice. It is to be hoped, however,
that the Cutholie population at large
may not endorse the action of thie
nolttical leaders in regard to them. and
that they will go to the poll for candi-
dates who will on this oveasion be the
champions ot religions Freedom, whatever
may have been the colors umder which
they have fonght in the past, The
coming eleetion will be decisive as -
gards the settlement of the pendiag
quistion for at Least o deerde, and
relivious  considerations should  he su-
preme in o matter which involves e
Christian training of the rising genera-
tion.

FLEE CATHIOLIC REGISTIR |

Thix is not for us a guestiog of mere
polities, it is ane ol conseience and re-
ligion.  The ery about = tae correion of
Manitoba’ is the table of the woll and
the lamb enacted inactual facts in the
case befors nes The majority of the
Manttobans  began the work of  the
cocrcion ol the Catholie minority, in-
vaded  their educativnnl rights, ol
sternly  refuse Lo remove thelr griev
anees. Therein lies the redd coerelon,
atd the advocates of this condition ol
things are the real coercionists,

CTOILERS OF THE SEA

REMEMBELR OUR CATHOLIC =ATLObS !

Now that the re-opening of navigation
has again broughl ships and steamers
from abroad into our northern waters
and with them the crowds of seamen
who nnnually visit our ports, it is in-
cumbent on us Catholies of Montrenl—
the commuereinl capital of the Dominion
—lo renew our eflorts in furthernnee of
the great work, aready so well began,
for the reception of the thousands of our
own co-religionists who form the vast
majority  of those dear *toilers of the
sen.’’

The ladies of the committee of the
Catholic Suilors’ Club enrnestly request
the Catholic families of the city who
may have periodicals or newspapers,
acenmulated  during  winter, to send
them to our new quarters, the old North
west building, comer of St Peter and
Common streets, with as little delay as
may be,sceing that the seamen are now
arriving in noimbers every day

This isx a very important part of the
work, as it enables w package of Catholie
pumphlets, papers and mazazines to b
given io the men of every outgoing vissel
for reading duringz the voyape. and be
it horne in mind that this is kept np ail
sumnier and during the carly antumn as
well.

Gemes of any kKind will e most thank-
fully received, as the sapply in hand s
searcely up to the demand.

Books, too, thut. may be deened suit-
abicforthe standi ng fibrary-——very smnl)
imndeed, as vet—will be wgreat hoon lor
tie semmen who nappily go to spend
their Feisure hours i tire rooms,~-where
a specind rewding-roonn now awaits those
who are stu lonsly incelined,

Remeniber, then, Catholic ladies and
gentlemen of Mentreal, that donations
of bool s, periodieals  pamphlets awl
newspatt ers—especiadly 0 they  are
Catholie—ar carniesty vogquested for the
Catho ie Sadlors™ Club at the above
aldresa, nud will be gratetully received
by the janitorol therooms ior the Ladicy’
of the Committee.

MOAS

N, B.o—The Cutholic Sailors’ lirst
woeekly coneert takes place on Thorsday
evening next, e 7th inst, at thelir own
Rooms.

FORTIFICATIONS AT FESQUIMALT

lu eonversalion with a Dritish armny
officer, a Halifax reporter wis infornsed
ihat the strengthening and cqaipping of
the mititary and naval stadion at Feqni-
malt, B O, was procecding in a very
guict way ol had been going on lur a
fong time very quietlv, Hesaid 1t wonid
be a snrprising et to know that this
wias now one of the most power,ud and
important naval stations in any parl of
the Dritish Empire. Vast quantitics of
ammunition. and  war material ol all
kinds have been accumulnted there in
stall shipmentsat a time, Fhe tortifica-
tions were very  oxtensive and as in-
pregnable s time, patience snd seionoee
couli make then. The exponditnre on
this station was tremendons and it wats
evidently the intemtion of the War De-
partient and Admircalty to make this
place the stronghold of the aeitie, The
oflicer snid it was not geperaliy known,
but it wis true, nevertheless, that there
wias 0 very large nomber of engineers at
Eeqgnimalt, the works and fortiications
of which would surprise the world when
sone idea of their extent and importance
beeanse known,

—————
SALISBURY NOL RETIRING.

The Pall Mall Gazette claims that it
has authority to deny the prevalent ru-
mors that Lord Salisbury is about to re-
tire from the foreign oflice owing to
failing health., He was never in better
health, the paper says, and never more
rager for work.

BexEVOLENCE~—Sidney Smith - once
enmmenced .a charity sermon’by, saying:
* Benevolenco is a sentiment common to

OUR LADY’S MONTH.

PRY LIONET BY RV IN THE “AVE MATUAS)

Not fo- thy grace alone, fair Month of
wld

Not for the jocund buds that ‘neath,
thy sway

Thelr tiny petals stie, then swift unfold
Their welth of beauty to bedeck the

mold
Ang woo the wanton winds that roand
them play
Naot fur thy sunny mien or eavals gy,
We bid thee hail and weleome mantfold.

Bat ehictly that thon art Our Lady's
tin.

Her onda month
ambprayer,

When mvviad soal-harps sing in every
elime

Fost hymnsof fove to Haven's Queen
ali tair.

The May-Day rites of yore are huried

|fl'('|>,

Threeo deeades now of Mary's davs we

keep.
A FAVOR OF OUR QUEEN,

The following striking instanee of anr
Blescod Lady s care for thase wha tnvoke
her ald is recorbad by a zeal us Polisle
priest, who ministers to the spiritoa
needs o 0 portion of pis unfortanate:
U How-conntrvmen who  are exiles lu
Iastern Siberia:

“Whilst on o recent tour ol visitation

ol homage, pralse,

ameng  the viluges of uy extensive
parish. 1 stopped at o small banlet,
where 1owas cordially  welvomed and

huspitably entertained at the honse alfa
amily esiled in 1565 by the Russinn
Governmient,  Before their hanishment
they resided at Grodna and were in easy
cirenmstanees, The father has now been
dead sone vears; the managonwent ol a
farm in the vicinity of the vidlage, on
the praduce of which the oy imadaly
depend for their means of  subsist-
enec. i earried  on by hix song.
One room in their house is set apartto
serve agoa ehnpel, and it is here that the
privat snvs Moass whenever Le passes that
wav. Far removed as they aree from any
ehureh or chapel, and able only at long
intervals to approaeh the Sacraments,
these people areall exemplary Catholies.
The mother espeeially s an excellent
woman, and Heaven seems Lo rewnrd her
piety by extending over hor houscehold a
specinl proteetion,

“CWhilst T owas there T owas tobl that
not long ago, at the time when their
corn was ready to he eat, the sky sid-
denly heenme overeast, aad it was only
thoapparent tita heavy thamder stann
wasappronching,  Alarmadat theomin-
oma sizhitx and gonnds, the eldest son
Vastly  entered the roome where his
moth r was  sitting and exclainel:

Morher, there is woing to be o teniobe
storm ' Oar erops will be destroyed,—
we shall be rained U The ather rose
arnd Jooked out of the window : she saw
that her som's feare were indeed well
founded. Tno fet, vaing mineled with
haiistones, wos already becinning to fall,
Tarning to her ehildeen, she said, with
nurntiled composare - C My ehilidren,

wecan o nothing to avert this
eatustrophe. 1 Almighty  Gold s

plensed to take from s what He has
pivin us, nay  His  holy  will be
done T She then ondered the shutters
to be closed ooand, atter lighting the
Blossed tapers betore thee fmoages in ber
fittle orery, she ealled together all
the members of the howsechiohd, and,
kneoling down, reciteed with them the
Litany of Loreto, This ended they sang
scime hving in praigse ol the Rleseed
Viegin, Mesnwhile Lirgn hailstones were
pattering upon the rool and beating vio-
lently against the shutters; and when,
their prayers being conelnded, they once
more fooked over the fields in the near
vicinity they hore the appeammee of
sheet of fee,

“Ax goon as the storm had suilicient-
Iy abated, the eldost con anounted his
horseand toade ot o the Hioan to aseer-
tain the extent of the damage that had
bren done. Fo his astonishmeny he
fonnd that hi< erops head not sustained
the slichitest injury; shereax tiwe sor-
rorrding Luwds were 00 most pitiable
corlition, wnole aeres ol heaatiiul corn
havine boen heaten down il entirely
gpoiled by the violenee of the wind and
rain

Which i« ik eacier to bolieve s that onr
Ble sged Mother heapd the prayers of the
widow am! her sorscor that the hail-
storm, which wranght destruction all
abong thenr, by mere chanee stopped
abort the momaent it reachoed  thir
fenees ?

NATIONAL COUNCEL OF WOMEN.

The following fva dkeleton progriomme
of the work to be done at the thind an-
nual mecting and contercnee of the Na-
tional Council of Women of Canada, On
the evening of May 11th. the Couneil
opens a reeeption in the Windsor Hall,
eiven by their Exeellencies the Governor-
Cieneral nud Conntess of Abendeen, Morn-
ing meetings throughout the week will
b devoted to thefreeoption of Couneil re-
ports and the discns.jon of important re-
solutions of public interest.  All are in-
vited to attend, * Patriotism,” “Immi-
gration of Women,” “Athleticism among:
Women and Girls,” *Nceld of Charity
Organization Methods,” and many other
subjects will be read at the afterncon
mertings, to all of which the public. ure:
heartily invited. ‘ o .
The evening meetings will be of a more
gencral character, Among those to ap-
pear on the platform are the following:
Sir Alexander- Lncoste, - Hon, - W.
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