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THE MASS.

Before proceeding with the diferent
parts of the Mass, let un answer a ques-.
tion wbich i. generally asked by those
outaide of the Church of Rome: "Why
are the services of the Catholic Church
in Latin ?' There are many reasons to
be given ; but, in order to pasu quickly
onward, we will be satiafed 'with three
principal portions of the answer. Firt-
ly,-the Church i Catholic, which mens
universal, founded for the benefit of all
men, irrepective-of color, nationality,
time or place. The Church la the same
to-day as she was wben taking refuge In
the Catacombsa; the ame sacrifice Je
now offered upon our altars as was offer-
ed Lbroughout the ages. It is the mrne
Maso that we bear in the cathedral and
the humble chapel, beneath the dome of
St. Peter's or amongst the wilds of the
Eat. Type of the universality and un-
changing perfection of the Church, the
Latin language preserves her liturgy the
same. Secondly,-the Latin language la
what we'call a dead language : that i
to say, one no longer used in the com-
merce or interoourse of peoples. Cons.
quently il ina alanguage Ihal eau. admit-
of no new words or changes. Yau could
no more change the language which i
dead than you could alter the facto in
th e history of the people who once spoke
that language ; both are buried, but the
language is erbalmed. Were the Mas
said in English or in any of the other
modem languages, It would only be un-
derstood by people speaking that parti.
cular language. It ls ail very well when
a creed bas a human origin, and in con-
ilned to the limite of a country ora race
to make use aoftat speolal tongue in
the services. But the Catholic Church,
being limited to no land, time, or people,
deemed it neoessary to make use of this
universal medium. We might add that
in all Catholic prayer books there are
translations of the Mass and of all other
prayers that are said in Latin. These
translations are necessarily borrect, for
although the general public may not un-
derstand Latin, yet were the translations
inexact the numbèr of educated Catht?
lies would detect and expose the fraud.
Thirdly,-there i ien language, living or
dead, so admirably adapted to pkn
c/hant as the Latin tongue. For these
reasons, amongst others, ithe Ohurch of
Rome has chosen the first language of
the Romans as that of ber own establish-
ment.

In .the lst number of his Globe Quart-
erly, Review, Mr. Thorne makes a great
mistake in regard to the "Popularisingof
the Churcb" by means of having theà
Mass said in Englisb. He gives an evi-
dence of a very recent advent int 1he.

ho a not et a oub g xapd Nth
méaaning of thlMaue-in he àtho

o spirit. The Masois nuiLmn rr
of prayer; IL ls not a service-in th
ordinary acceptation of theterm-it is
an Act, an Oblation, a 8acrifice .The
priest a"on performas that supreme aci,
none of the faithful are expected to
imitate him; the priest alone offers up
that Oblation; he alone performl'the
Sacrifice. The aithful do not go to Mass
astheygo to Vespers or to anyother
service, or as Protestants go to prayer-
meeting or service. In all these cases
the faithful go to take part in th .wor-
ship, to join in the hymns, the prayers,
the petitions. But, in the Catholic
Church we go to Mass in order to be pre-
sent at te supreme sacrifice and to
offer up our individual petitions to God
while the Oblation la being presented on
the altar. The man who can read may
folow the priest with hie prayer-book;
the illiterate may say their beads or
other prayers. Itl i not aI all nbcesmary
to fol:ow the Ma word for word. As
th Mass lbthe nearest approach thatl

existe between the adoring creature and
the adored Creator, it la the safest and
most effoctive channel·whereh nman's
petitions aun reach the ear of God.
Therofore, each individual brings his own
petitions, and wbile the priest ofers up
the Sacrifice, he places them at the foot
of the atar, and on the wingof the
Sacrifice they ascend more direetly.to
heaven. Mr. Thorne has given proof
that ho has not as yet completely selied
the true Catholie meaning; the sublime
signficancei of the Mass. H. l yet un-
divested of those looser Protestant no-
tions that ho drank in withb is mother's
milk, and that have been the cempanions
of his life. Nor could it be expected
that ho should have thoroughly imbibed
the real Catholio spirit. I&will take a
time te become accustomed to the new
armor;- it may not fit exactly at the firmt
start. As fer as be Mane in concerned,
Mr. Thorne will lean by-and-by that it
la not a set of prayersain which the faith-
ful are expected to take part; it la an
act; five words really form the fcus of
the Mass; and only the priest can pro-
nounce these worda with effect.

Go into a Catholio Church lu this city
and French, English, Italians, Indians%
and Germans may be found kneeling
side by aide. They al uunderstand that
Mass; it la themne sacrifice, the same
great oblation for each and all of them.
It la the saime Mass that ia beard in
Rome and lthe shanties of the north;
the same that was said at the dawn of
Christianity; the ane that will be said
at the aunset of Time.

CHARLES iOUNOD DEAD.

While the joy-bells iof France are ring-
ing out a welcome to the Russian visit-
or@, the great, solemn tolling of a mighty
knell for the desd hero, MaeMahon, la.
heard tbroughout the land: while the*
leu thoughtful are weeping o-ver the re-
Irebentatives of the northlànd, the se-.
rious are sbedding tears upon the grave
of the great composer Gounod. We trust
that when this outburat of international
friendship shall have spent itè spasmôdie.
strength, amd the calmneas of everyday
existence shafl return to the nation,
ome glowing tributes will be paid to'

the memories of the bravest of Generals,
and to lit of the most popular and-
pôwerful of modern Musicians. Mean-
wbile, froM bis late residece aI St.
Cloud, al that was mortal of Charl1s
GoUIod bas beeù taken to the tombhbile
on lark-like winu his tuneful soul bas
sóared into ai atmosphere of unend-
ing peace. His own majestic composi-
lion made lb.-temple ring with r.guiem

.noee conceiy-d . - _1
Chärls Frnol Gounod w n ba

i lu Pq"is,$ne17; 1818. At Ihe age cf
twentyhe ehšeed the C6nsevatoireof:
Parla;.ašnd lhl.ollowinü yer h.ecr-
rid off he grteat "Rome" prise wÉlch
entitled him to reuidence in ItaIy. He-
imadeia areful - study of Ilian Church
music. Geúnod was not Uccesfu as a

e composer in the beginning in fact he
bd faiures enough to discourage a man
ofirdenary powers. He commenced as
a lyrio composer, but bis first efforts,
although bearing the unquestionable
marks of. geniusdid not achieve all he
bad hoped or expected. One of his efrst
productions for the lyrie st age .waa en-
titled "Philomen and Bacis." Then
c1 ne "La NonneSanglante;""'Sappho," a
cantata; and "La Colombe." I t. was
only when "Faust," that masterpiece of
Goethe, bad been set to music by Gounod
that the power of the composer was re-
oognized. In fact his music of " Faut"
in as great an evidence of genius in. the
co;nposer, as was the weird conception
of the poem a proof of genius in the poet.
Moreover, hundreds of others had at-
tempted to compose music worthy of
the great theme, but all failed in iffer-
ent dogrees; Gounod alone succeeded.

In 1866 Gounod was elected a member
of the French Academy, for the section
of Music. In 1877 he was raised to the
rank of Commander of the Legion - of

-Honor. But not iu lyrie stage and oper-
atic compositions did the great master
excel: rather in sacred music, in those
glorious compositions that seem to lend
enchantment to the prayers that they
accompany, in those Masses, those Aves,
those Canticles of praise and adoration.
Gounod bas enriched the =nsi of the
world, but ho bas added new charma to
the music of the Church. Long after
bis features will be forgotten by the ,liv-
ing, bis name aball survive inb is grand
legacy of sweet harnony left to man,
while his spirit aball be perpetually
present on earth speaking in notes of the
sublimest language to the listening chil-
dren of unborn generations.

Tfere are In every country ana.In
every ege mon ai transcendent abillty

bose lives mark epochs le la. blmtory
of the world ; the great epic and drama-
tic poets, as Homer, Virgil, Dante,
Petrarch, Tasso, Racine, Milton, or
Shakespeare: the towering orators of the
ages, du Demothones, Qicero, Bossuet,
Massillon, Bouradoue, Burke, Chatham,
O'Connell, Phillipe, and McGee; tb.
masters of painting and sculpture, as
Appeles, Zuxyes,Angelo,Rapbael, Dome-
nechino, Claude Lorranie, Dore, Millet,
Macleise, Turner, or Barry; the children4
of Music, the great souls in barmony
with. God's uuilverse and filled with all
the richness and sublimity of that most
perfect of language, as David, Cecilia,
Mozart, Beethoven, Haydn, Mandelshon,
Adam, Verdi, or Wagner. Ta this lat.
category belonge Gounod. He is a glitter-
ing star in that glorious constellation.
There are stars ln the firmament whose
light traverses unmeasured spaoe through
centuries, and reacbes. the earth long
after the orbe themselves have grown
dim; so with the light that Gounod bas
shed upon the world,-long ages aiter
the master band willbedust theeffects
of his works will impart new life tohbe
children ofi th distant future. Him
country was France, but his fâme and
bis works are the commôn inheritance
of mamkid; ands loIngas theChurch
of Christ shailast-which will be unto
the end of time-tbm vaults of aurI
temples wlllnotcaesse to ring wi t the
majestio and harmonious accompaUI-
ments that Gounod's genius gave to the
grandest and moi beautiful prayers

~ili an tasnvers en;
"thie'woi d hé wai 6f îhikd mon:knw
as leoits •iri eternity we p withan
aurd'ce tha faith nlons lmpaL htba
he iso those beings whom Gd fipeaa
ofas..kOS l

EVIDENOE OF PEEJUDIOE.

W.have often - referred to the very
anti-Irish spirit - that seem to animate
ourdaiy 'press. The Witnes, of course,
i expected to be prejudiced against Ca.
tholicity and especial Irish-Catholicity ;
but we have already pointed out the onie.
sidod report of trans-Atlantic affairs
that constantly appear in the. Star-; we
have had occasions, times out of mind,
to speak of the Herald's alops at Irish-
Catholics; and even the usually careful
Gasette haoften been unable to bide
its horns-although, as a rule, it is quite
diplomatic. In its issue of the 25th
October we notice a glaring evidence of
its natural prejudice.

In its despatches of that date there iu
one from ,Jork, which tells of a deputa-
tion of evicted tenants that waited on
Mr. John Redmond, M. P., asking him
to " approve a project having as its aim
the forcible retaking of the farina from
which they 'had been dispossessed.»
The same despatch gives an account of
Mr. Redmond's attack upon the anti-
Parnellite members. This la a piece of.
news that migbt tend. to show how
divided ihe Irish people are, and the
Gsaette find@ it auffioiently important
and agreeable, to comment on it editori-
ally, and in the following fashion :

i A delegation of evicted Irish tenante
bas been interviewing Mr. Redmond on
lhe pr'opriety ai taking Possession ai
their aid holdings by force. The Pame l-
ite member's reply was tbat it was b>irdly
time for this procedure yet. That in his
mind the lime may come for some such
action, hie, however, made il plain, In
the struggle for votes between Ie Mc.
Cartbyites and their rivals, it is evident
that t e Redmond parly will not lose
anything by nDt going far enough In ad-
vocating dtfiance ofi e law."

In the same number of the Gazette
appears another Irish despatch from
Dublin, which tells how Mr. Michael
Davitt bas been refused a certificate in
bankruptcy. Mr. Davitt had been elected
for North Meath, but was unseated on
charges of having gained his election
through clerical intimidation. He in.
curred moet beavy coste lu defending the
nase; he applied for a discbarge in bank
ruptcy on he ground tbat he could not
be held responsible for his inability to
pay 10a. in the pound. Judge Byd, in
refusing to grant the certificate, spoke of
the pastoral letter issued by Bishop
Nut y, and cbaracterized it.as "the mont
shocking piece of intimidation he..-bad
ever read." Now, the Gazette knpws
perfectly well thatthis assertionof Judge
Boyd is a calumny, and yet no editorial
note lis to be found on this subject.
There would be here ne possibility of
shooting a sly shaft at the cause of
Ireland.

Again, lu the sane issue is a despatch
from Belfast upon the subject of à meet-
ing of the Watch Committee of the
Ulster Defence League, held in Ulster
Hall. Amongmt other glowing things
found in that despatch·we may take the
-ranowing:

"Col.SaundersonM.P.,for North Ar-
magh, said that Ulster would willingly
ob.y- the laws pamad by the lînueriaf
Parliament until that Parliament should
thonse to cut Ulster loose from Great
Britain, tihen Loyaliste would feel n o
longer bouhd to obey. The- Rev. Dr.-

noe, grand faaster of the Orangemen,
said -ne enmity existed hetween -the
Ulster Loyalists and their fellow-countr-
men always excegting those. who fol-
Io-ei d he pdoiestablndly. The-mont
atrocions deapneratdoon the eartb, beare-
marked incidentally, was ani Irlsh-
American, yet Mfr. Gladstone had -not


