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IN THE CARQUINEZ WOODS.

.Bhe raiged her syes to hie, Therc wasa
alight Blm across them; the lids were
Dlackened ; the beautiful Isahes gone for-
sver!

« I gee you a ltile now, I think,” she eald
with a smile, pssting ber hands vaguely ovar
his face. « It must have happened when he
fainted and I hed to drag bim through the
“Jolasing brush. Both my hands were {all, and
I could not cover my eyes.”

# Drag whom 1° sald Low qulckly.

w» Why,Dann.”

Doon! Hoe here?” sald Liow hoarsely.

«Yes; didn’t you read the nate I lefton
the herbarlam ? Didn’t you come to the camp
fiza? " she acked hurrledly,clasplug his hande.
% Tell me quicklyl”

“1‘0."

«Then you were not theve—then youdida't
Jeave mo to dio?”

4«No! I swear it, Teresa M—the stolclsm
dhat had upheld his own agony breaking down
‘Defore her strong emotion.

#Thank God 1’ 8he threw her arms around
bim and hid her aohing eyes In bis trorbled
Breast, :

« Tell me nll, Toreta,” he whispered In ber
Msteniog ear. # Don’t move; stay thore and
tell mo all,”

‘With her face burled in his' bosom, &s If
speaking to his heart slone, she told him
part, but not all. With her eyes filled with
‘Sears, but a smile on her 1ips, radlant with
mew-found happinees, she told him how ehe
%ad ovecheard the plans of Dunn snd Brace,
how sbe had stolen thelr conveyance o warn
him in time, But here she sfopped, dread-
Ing to iny s word that would chatter tho
kopo she was bullding upon his sudden re-
vulsion of feeling for Nellle, Bhe counld nct
hrlng kereelf to repeat their laterview—that
would come Iater, when they were fefe and
out of danger; now, not even the secret of
Rie birth must come between them with lis
ddstraction to mar their perfeot communlon.
Bhe faltered that Dunn had falnted from
weskness, and that she had dregged bim out
of danger, ' Iie will never Interfere with
ne—I mean,” she eald softly, ¢ with me agaln,
1 can promise you that as well so if he had
sworn it.”

u Lot hlm pass now,” said Low ; *that will
oome luter on,” he sdded, unconeclously re-
Poating her thought In & tone that made her
Reart eick, « Bat tell me, Teress, why did yeu
go to Excelsior ?"

She burled her head still deeper, && If to
hide it. He felt her broken Leart beat
against his own ; he was consclous of a depth
of feeling her rival had naver awakened In
him, The possibility of Teresa lovieg him
had never occurred to his almple nature. Ee
Pent his head and Kklseed her, BShe was
falghtened, and unloosed her clinglpr srms;
Put he retained her hand, and eald : © Wo will
leave thisaccuréed place, and you shall go
with me as you ssld you would; rcr need
you ever leave me unless youn wish it.”

She conld hear the beatlog of Ler own
keart through his words; she lorged fo look
at the eyes and lips that told ker thie, atd
read the mesning his volce alone could ant
antirely convey. For the firet timo she fuit
the loes of her sight. Sho did not know that
it was, In this moment of happiness, the

ast Yleselng vouchsafed to her mlderable
€

A few moments of silence followsed, broken
only by the distant roar of the conflagration
and the crosh of falllng boughs. © It may be
an hour yot,” he whispered, * beforo the fire
has swept & path for us to tke road below.
We aro safo here, unless scme sadden current
ghoull draw tke fire down upon us. You are
not frightered ?” She pressed his hand; sbe
was thinkicg of the pale face of Dauv, lylng
in the secure ratreat sho rad purchsred lor
Bir - ruch s escrifice.  Yet the poselbliity
ef ¢ ,.c to him now for s moment mesred
btz preeemt happiness and recurity. ¢ You
thivk the fire wiil not go north of where you
found me 7" she asked softly.

¢ I thipk uot,” he eald;  but 1 will recon-
nolire, BStay where you are.”

They pressed hands snd parted. He
leapsd upon the slanting trunk and aeccnc-
;d {t 7epidly. Bhe walted in mute expecta-

9.

There wes & sudden movement of the root
on which ehe ent, & deafenlng cresh and she
was thrown forward on ber face.  The vast
bulk of the leaning tree, dielodged from its
aerlal eupport by the gradual eapplug of the
spring at its recte, or by the crombling of tha
bark frox the hent, bhad slipped, made a half
yovolatior, ard, falling, overbure the lezser
- trees In its patb, and tors In its reslstlese
momenium n briad opening to the under-
‘Prush,

‘With a o1y to Low Terega staggered to her
{eet. There was an Interval of hidecunsslicnce
bwt no reply. 8hecalled agaln. There way
a sudden despening rcar, the blsst of a fiery
furnace swept through the opening, a tlou.
mend luminous pofnts around her buret Into
five,mnd in an iustant she was loat in & whirl.
witl of smoke and flame! From theoneet of
its {ury to it culmination twenty minutes did
mot elapse; but In that interval a radius of
two hundred yards arocurd the hidden epring
was ewept of life and light and motion.

For the reet of that day end part of the
night a pall of emoke hung above the scene
of decolatlon, It lifted only toward the
morning, when the moon, riding high, picked
oot in black and eilver the shrunken and
sllent columns of these roofless vaults, ehorn
of hage and capital. It flickered con the still
ovesflewing pool of the hidden spring, and
shonse upon the white face of Low, who, with
nzootlet of the fallen tree holding him down
like'sn exm 2croes his breast, ceemed fo he
sleoping peacefully in the slseping water.

€ontemporaneons history touched him =8
bricfiy, but not as gently. ¢ 1t is now defie-
ftely ascertained,” sald the Stumgullion Mirror,
t that Sherlft Dupn met hils fato fn the Car.
gulnez Woods in tke performance of bis daty,
that feariess man having recelved information
of the concealment of a bard of horse thleves
in thelr racesses. Thke desperadocs mrs pre-
sumed to have esoeped, a8 the only remains
Jownd ars thote of two wretched tramps, one
of whom 15 sald to bave been a digger, who
enpported himself upon roots and herbe, and
the other a degraded half white woman. It ia
not unreasonable to supposa that the firo or-
iginated through thelr carelessnese, althcugh
Father Wypne ,of the Fiwst Baptist Ohurch,
in his powerful discounse of last Sunday,
pelnted st the warning end leszon of such
atastrephes. It moy not be out of plnoe
“Jaere to say that tho rumors regarding the en«
gagemont between the pastor's accomplished
daughier and the late lamented Hherlff nre
atterly without foundatien, and it has besnan
on di¢ for scme time in all well-informed cir.
oles that the indefatigable Mr. Braes, el
Wellg, Forgo & Co.’s Bxpress, will shortly
Jead the lady to the bymeneal altar.”
Bear Harma,

-
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Mr, Ckas. Smith, of Jimer, Ohio, writes:
bave uzed every remedy for Sick Headaohe
could hear of for the past iftsen years, but
l;:t.er’g Little Liver Fills did me moze goed
LI B7 tte

. -,

TH QUAENS SECRIT

Hompton Court, durlng tlo early part of
Elizabeth’s xelgp, was & busy, Luotling place.
Never before or einoe her acoeetion has the
history of England presented cuch & crowd
of embeeeadors, suitors, petitiomers, poets,
painters, and court dependants gencrally, as
then swarmed round the person of the gove-
relgn. Hardly wae ghe ceated on the throne,
when nearly every roynl bouss In Europe
gent forth n guitor for her hand, or &0 eDVOY
to negoiiate s matrimonlal alllence. Bwedep,
Spain, France, and msny of the ducal scve-
rogriles, vled with each other wko skould
be firet to sue for the hand of the young
queen, Thess were met by less dlsﬂngqlsh-
ed aepirants from amongst her own subjects
and her Scottieh nelghbore, all equally eager

for the prize.
It wss like ruaning o race, Wwhere

every one jostled his compstitors out of
the way. Nor was It young gallants
only who carrled their pretensions to the
throne, but sires and grandaires, dreesed up
in tho stiff, fantastlo costumwe of the timee,
were to be geen at every Enirance to the
court, eltowlng a paessge to the footstuol of
the eoverelgn.

Yet thero was one whose pretensions met
with more favor from the young queen than
did those of all others; and we nesd hardly
inform the reader we mesn the celebrated
Robert Dudley .Earl of Lelcester, and 8ou of
the Doke of Northumberland. Of & noble
apd graceful figure, handeome, Inteliectusl
countenance, and captivating menuers, ho
soon found himselt occupying » place In
the qoeen’s thoughis which he once bolleved
Be never could have dered t¢ arplre to.
Be who but o few yents Lefors attoropt-
ed, with the dake, his father, to rcmove
Elizsboth from the succession, and for that
crime was attainted, found himeslf nt lexgid,
aftsr many preferments, master of the quien’s
koree and Enight of the getter. Uonpsisntly
at court, and obliged by his cfiice to bo coc-
tinually nesr the person of tha queev, be
availed himself of every opporiunity to
strepgthen his hold on ber affections. And
ke found this an easy &8 well a8 o plcagant
task. Encoursgcd by her undisguised predi-

tho 1sdies of the court bad not feiled elraady
to scknowledge, he waa bold, confident, and
goon guccessful, The quoen and Dudley be-
cems at length icseperabie. He sprpeaced
beslde her at court, [a the Parilsment house,
in the etrects of tha cliy, in her #pro.
gresces” through the kingdom. Morrled to
sn umisble apd Jovely woman, ke
detijed Rer the prv.irgs of her raok,

a
o

and kept her a cloee prisoner at
hls buronial roeidence. leet her boaunty
might excite the jealoury of bis
royal mistrecs., At length scendalous
reports  began  to  clrculala regnxz—

t

iug the queen’s intimacy with Deudley.
koms exd sbroad, tonynes Were busy wilh ber
reputstion. Bot Elizabeth, well awamn of the
smapiclone ber intimacy with the hatdecmo
earl had necersarily provoked, tock no means
to coulradict them, 1ither she was too much
infatuated by ber love to dismice kim, or she
affected to bs tco hizh minded tocare for
such vapus rumors. In valn did Cecll and
Walzingham uss ell tkeir offorts to blacken
the character of Drdley 1n her eyer, and
thue induce her to abandon the untappy in-
tercourde, She wasdeaf te sll their repre-
sentatlons, Oecll went even 8o far as 1o e-
stinct Joner, hig seoretary In France,to come
over ot r:port to her In private the semarks
of tho Venetiap and Spanlsh swbhagsagars
concernlug her filendshlp for Dudl:y, and
the infamy attached to his name on the cor-
tinent. She lsughed ot them &ll, snd con-
ferred still higher honors on Ler favorite.

At the perlod of which we wriie, the un-
fortnoste Mary Stuart, on the deatk of her
husbard, the dauphip, had returred fo Scot-
land, and aesnmed the title of heir presump-
flva to the Epglich crown., In tho event of
Elizabeth dylng without 1ssur, che laid clxim
to the sovereigniy of both klpgdoms, And
as Elizabeth bad meds a public end soloma
declerstion not 10 merry, it was notatall Im-
probable the 8Scottish queen, belng the
yenoger, would yet succeed Ler ou the

throne. In that evenf, tha Protes.
tant religion, which  Elizabeth wa3
nyw rsoived  at all  riske, to  ee

tabiish, would, in all likelihood, be checked
for yeats, If not entirely abolished. Bhe re-
solved, therefora, to try every mreand to pri-
clude the poesibillly of euch & raticnal
disaster, well bnowing that, 1a workieg cut
her planr, ehe would be backed by the coun-
gel and eympathy of the mos: powerful of her
subjects. But in addition to this poliiical
dread of Mary GStusart, she felt an undying
jealousy of her charms and accomplishments
—a jcalousy that nover sttnbored fora eingle
moment, from the tlme gho firet saw hor ad
the court o} Bdward, till she at length cut off
her hoed on tho block at Folheringay.

When it wag first propoged, by the Scot-
tish Psrliament, that Mary chould marry, in
order to recure the successlon to the family
of the Stuarie, Blizabsth, fully alive to the
contequencer, determlaed {0 plase every pee-
sible obstacla in the way. On recslvizg a
letter from Mery, Informing her of the pro.
posal of marrtsge by the Archduke of
Austria, Ellzabeth, 0 prevent the maich, at
once caused Leraslf to be propcsed as Mary's
rival, vairly beliaving ber own oharms
ard the crown of Iugland would be prefecred
to those of her Booitleh slater, But fluding
that Ferdinend, tke emperor, was not dis-
posed to Le duped a gscond time by hes 1h-
elncero nnd tortuous policy, and therefore
would not entertnln the propessl, she de-
apatoked hev minlstor, Randolph, to Ssotland
with instrucilons to lmpress opon the Scot-
tich queen tho mecessity of chocsing for a'
husband one who would be likely te per-
peiuste the friendship already existlng
between the two orowns; inshouating
thereby thet the archduke wes no! a
fit persen to carry cut such samicable
deeigne—being nominated by the Osrdinal
of Lorraine, who wonld gledly sce the
crown of Epgland a flet of Franco. Having
succeeded in thile, she perasvered, still covort-
Iy opposing the marriage ; always findisg
some wWolgkiy objsctinm to the vorlows suijers
a8 they successively appenred, nnd yet publicly

provided with & worthy husband. And thus
she brought about the rejection ef the Dukas
of MHerrara, Anjov, Nemours, and Ot
leans, In order, howevaer, te couviace
tho public that she refused Rer coneent to the
marriage of the above-named pactles {rom
pare love of her elster and foxr the welfare of
the two kingdome,aad not irom any jenleus -
prehenslon, she herself propssed a husksnd
for the Queon of Soots, Who was bo? wag
aoked on every slde., The nobility of both
raalme, suspecting he was a aubjeot of Queen
Elizmabeth, formed varlous surmises as te the
{udividual, Mary herielf was kept for soms
time In profound ignoramce ef the oholoe,
when at length, after a painful delay, it began
to transplre that it fell on her own fa-
vorite, Lord KHobert = Dudley. When

?

this strange preposal. was made In
due fomm May rejected It with.

- —— -

ount & moment’s hesitition, -assuring fthe
envoy, that even If Lelosater
ject, she would be losh to remove from the
presence of her royal clster @ nobleman #o
deat to her hestt, 'This was not what Elize.
beth expected. Indeed, tho general bellof
wag, that sho trmsted the Queen of cots
wou!ld aocept Dadley, In order that, witha
better grave, she inlght masry bim herself.
At length Darnley was proposed. He was
a subjeot, it 14 true, but yet a cousin of Ejfzs.
beth, grandson of the Princess Margaret, and
thug descended from the kings of both Eng-
land and 8cotlend. He was, in the oplnion
of the well-affscted of her nobles, a fit con-
gost of thelr queen, Again Ellzabsth Inter-
poeed to prevent the match, by naming Dad-
ley a second time; and, to enhance the offer,
craated him Earl of Lelceater. She informed
Mary, if sho accepted him, she would, as soon
e8 poasible, consider her olsim to the succet-
slon, and probably admit if, provided she
hereelf had mado up her mind, ne Wwas very
probable, to Hvsa single life. This condact,
on the part of Elizabeth, at length awoke in
Mary Stuazt teclings of disguet. Bhe'told the
English envoy she had already rejected sait-
ore from almost every royal house in Europe
to plesse his sovereign, axd that she wouid
no lopger caorifice her Inolinatiors to satiefy
one whoge gole objeot was to make her up-
bappy ; and that, a8 fov Lelcester, sbe sup-
posed Elzabeth had already determined
on making him her owe, but had walted
till soch time as he mighi enhbance bis
value by the rejectlon of the hand of
avother piincess. After tbis direct refusal
to comply wlih ber request, Ellzabeth
gfiected to thick, after moro mature con-
sideration that Darnley was an clfgible match,
and nt Jast approved if, going even fo far 68
to secd Mary letters of recommendation.
But when sho uudersicod that YWsry had
sctusily married Dareloy nt Holyrood House,
her ipdignation egeinet Randoiph knew ro
bounds. It wuss owing to -his solemn
pssmrance that the match would pot go op,
ghe had given her consent aud approval; and
now canght ic the nei she hed lald for her-
pelf, she was exasperated beyond meusure.
TkLus oll her schemes bad fuiled to prevent
the ninrriege, aLd 80 wegken tho atlacbment
of the Scotch to their sovereign, Tbo esue
of Mary and Daraley, in the evont of perseli

ilapd.
lection, and relying on bis own merlte, wkich §

cxpregsing a longlog destro to 69 her elster |

vot marrying, wouid yet ba goverelgn of Eng-
He would, In =11 protability, be edu.
caled i Francs in the Cethoife txith, end
thus give a death blow to Protediantism, Thu
prospect of such an event would naturally in-
jure the intorest of the Proteatant cause, sven

daring ker own lifetime, end expose her {0
dacgers of every kind. Bat on the ofuer
kend, she might preveut oll theso resulis by
her own marlsge. True, but Lejcesier was
her favorite, and the only ruan she wouid ac-
cept for a husbsnd, ard ho was rejected con-
temptuouslybythe widowed queen oi a compe-
ratively insiguificant provinco, What, then,
wis Blizsbeth to do? Hbe kisd the chelcs oliwe
tiingr, namsly, to induce Mary, Ly prolzisen

or thruntr, torellnquish the right of enccei-
alon, or, 1t ehe falled In they, Lo prevent i, sud

to prevent it in time, whiist I"rance neturslly

her aliy, was cczupled with the Mugunsos iz-
gurgenis, and bofore thue Earopeaa powers

e>uld muster to tbo ald of Scotlund. lu the

firat design she felled ; and now shs was busy

in prosecuting the second. Bow gho s8ac-

ceeded is a fact, which would fo God hsd

never besn written on the psge of kistory.

But it cavnot be helped now, 1t is there in

cheracters of blcoed, and will remafn  forever,

ala:! io disgiacs our poor humaunlty.

But to retura to Leiceater, The moet cur.

govy veader ¢f the hiztory of Eiizsbeth hag,

10 doubt, eometimes stopped Lo tulck what

could heve been the cause of her contloaed

stiachment to him thrcugh all the jealousies

snd quarrels that history records to havo.
atisen between thesa two remrarkable person-

sges, She tired of ell hor lovers, one siter

snother—OQecll, Hatton, Balcigi, Plcktering,

with & acore of others of lesser nota ; and ot

the msn who often treated her with Indifier-

ence, und repeatedly flouted kex javors, she

clueg te, with o fidelity thaf, In ¢o capriclous

a woman, 18 certsluly without o parallel. Even

when old epe came to bring her its wrinkles

and gray batrz,und her favorite, once o Laud-

some, became the bald end palsled libertiae,
there was no chenge. There Is 2 mystery in
ali this, which her hletorians and panegyrlsts
have &effscted to regar@ beyond thelr reach,
but of which ihe chronicles of thoso times
will furpish the Impartial reader ax: essy, and,
we doubt rot, eatisfactory explanation.

OHAPTER 11,

Mary Btuart, the 1ll-fated queen, had sr-
rived in Scotland, and taken pozeeeslon of
her kingdom, nmid the emiles of the many
ard the frowns of tho few,. Nsver, perhape,

did more devoted hearts aur-
ronsd the person of a  soverslzn,
than wese to be found among

those who welcomed the younz monsrch to
her realm, and followsd 1n her triumphal pre-
ceenlop, from tke pler of Lolth 1o her palace
of Holyrced, on tha 10th of Augusf, 1561,
Many & gallant Scot waved his tartan bonuet,
and many a Joyal haart beat high with pride,
a8 Mary, seated on hcr mitk-whito palfrey,
saluted hor lovlug suvjacis that evenlng ou
her way (o the bereditary castie. Kven the
cold and cantlous blgot forget hig sectarian
animoalty and oaptivated by hor graceiul
mien and transcendent lovalingss, jolned fora
time in the general welcome. Whe,that behold
80 suspiolons a commencement of Jor reige,
eonld bave thoughs 1t would close s0 feon
and so terribly? Whko, that llit2ned to tiote
ghoats of weloome, those prayers poured
forth that dey from the hearis of thousards
ugon her yeneg head, conid bave insagined
that, in a few years, that facs, co ohaste, so
pale, oo trusting, and g0 bsautiful, would yet
1fe, covoered with its own blocd, undor the
axo of tho execntionexr? But so it wsa.

In the midet of that pageantry, and all
that loyel greoting, thero were some dark
browa draws down, and some evil $houghts
at work, even while the joyoua proces:lon
pasged. Men were thare, who, whilst they
joined in the general jotiles, ond marched
naarest to tho person of tielr sovereign, wero
yet devicing means to rob ber of her honor
ond her life, Traltors wero there who,
whilst thelr young quoen’s hends prossed her
throbbleg bosom In specchless gratlinds lor
thelr profecsions of love, hept thelr eyes
averted from hber face, iike the s&seasein who
feara tho beauty of bhiz vletlm
might deprive him ot power to kill,

- Mary:hed reached Holyrood, and taken poe-
gesslon of her cnoestral halls surrounded by
the chivalry of 8cotlend and many of #he fair
dames ef France., BShe had at last escaped
the toils lald for her so industriously by her
royel glsker. Her good ship had carrled- her
safely morcsg the channel, through the midet
of the English cvuisers, and she folt now Ilke
a child, who flylng from desth thinks all
danger 18 ever as BoOn ad she raaches the
threshold of her home. But alas! she was mic-
taken ; ker home afiorded her but libtle pro-
tectlon, True, the sword of ateel could
not easily reach her there, but the sword that
cuts and kille ag surely, the two-sdged sword
of soandal, which no walls can shat out, could

wean truated hearig from thelr allegiance, and
strip hor of those defences of respect and of

Wero not'a .gub-’

yot find s way to asperse *her falr fame—to!

honor, without whioh - the grave Itzelf 18 a
blessing ; ay, even when the passage to 1t-lfea-
between the dungeon and the block, )

The - Parllament. of Bcotland,- Eoon after
Mary’s arrival, submitted to her the wishes of
her subjects in reference to her marriage, and
even proposed & number of matches, fultable
poth as to birth and political advantages.
Elizabeth, too, was not tardy In her manifes-
tations of rogard for the happineas of her
sister ancl the welfate of her kingdom. 8he
bad many & suitor to propose for the kand of
the yousg widow. But Mary steadily with-
held her consent ; always ready with onc ob-
jectfon or another to the nominees ot her
cobinet, and always olearsighted enough to
deteot in nll the husbands of Elizabeth's
choice some political mareuvrs to effect, or
goms foreign relation to atrengthen., Ie faot
Mary Stuart had resolved on wedding Daran-
loy, the man of her own choosing; and
wes too candid and too Lonorabls to encour-
age othera.

Peace was already proclalmed by Obarles
1X. beiween England and France, and Eliza.
bsth bud now more leisare to pursue her de-
slgns on her rival slster, and mature these
placs regardlog the succession which her
troubles abroad had ao lomg interrupted.
Every possible agon:y was now set to work
at the Sootoh conrt,and every imagineble In.
ducement held out to the ‘most disaffected or
corruptible ot the Bcotch mobles, to abandon
the ganao of thelr royal mistress, Sir Nichc-
Jas Throckmorton was sent as ambasga-
dor, with secret Instructlons to {ake meae-
ures with the Lord Jamea Stuari, now Earl of
Mura, the Doke of Castleheraulf, and the
Esrle o Argyle aud Bouthes, for prevonting
the msrriage of Darnley, and placing Murray
at the head of the goverament, When Elizs-
beth firet hesrd of Mary's intentlon to wed
Darnley, she gaw In au {nstant, 88 we have al-
rondy stated, that his birth and royal connec-
tiong would give him an Influence over tho
Parllament which would be soomn Impossible
for her to comirol, and therefore she deter-
mined to use all posslble mesns to prevent
the unlon. In the beginning she dissembled
her dissatisfaction st the news, and even went
g0 1ar 68 to send Mary letiers of congratule-
tion on her choloa. But she econ changed
her tono.

At ihia time the Countees cf Lenox, me-
{ner ot Liord Darnley, was in London enjay-
Ing tha pleasures of the English court and
iho £miles of its qacen. Suddenly she found
hersslfa prleosar, and before ghe could ascer.
tain the couge, or communicate with her
friends, was lodged in the Tower.

2 krockmortor wes agaln despatched in all
poesible haste ¢o Edinburgh, to revokoe the
roysl prrmit glven to Lord Lenox io viait
Scotingd, sud to summen him sad Darnley
to return to Englond, fortbwith, undsr pain
of iotiviinre of their estatos,

Q5 tha eame weck: John Hby, 8 mogsenger
itpm ¥aty to Blizabetl, on reaching Londoa
Is conveyed to prisen.

15 vas o2 the momning of his arrest, and
cuont ik hour ef nooyn, after tho gecreiery,
Sir Wirtlam Csetl, had left tho royal sparie
mits, leoklng  grave cod solemn Ay
usua!, thet & page, i gaudy livery, was
obsorvsd to 16n Gowa a private slalrwuy, and
addreasice & man who had been premensd-
1ng the passage for som - time, apparentiy ¢x-
pecting & summons, &3 Bir Thomus Plimpton
in‘ormed bim that her mejesty had comman-
ds¢ his immediato presenco in her private
audicnce chamber., He instantly tarasd to
obsy the roysl order.

Sir Thomas Pllmpion was o mnn abont
tulrty yeara of pge, of thin, ssceiic aspect,
¢eil, boany figure, somewbat awEward in his
wair, and seaminygly of great musenlsr power.
Hs wore hls hslr sbor at the poli—a (hing
then very unusmsl at couri,—a nigk, stiff
cravai, nud a ruff, of msny plaits and of ierge
dimcensfong, round Lds thin neck. His visaze,
Iong and Gark, and naturally repuleive, was
rendered £till more forbldding by the pointed
mustache, and black «yebrows skaved down
to o etraw’a breadth aAnd dyed, a8 was also his
hir, aster the royel celor,

Ag he entered tho private andlencs ckam-
ber, he was met by the Oonntess oi Harring-
tor, canylog a casket of jawels, from which
the qaeer had juet sslected & bracelst to be
cent 64 o precent to her royal sister. Asthe
countesy made her last chalssnce on quittizg
tho room, Elizabetn rocaiied her.

The quosn WAS sitting mufied o b atm
ckalr, richly carved and gilt, bafors a table
covered with dresces of the newest French
peitern, and a8 woman, whe, by her lzuguage
nzd mode of addresr, cesmed to bea Parisian,
stood opposits Lier majesty, holding a luoking
glagg in her band. Elirabeth hed taken up and
lald down, in qulck encceesiop, 6 number of
head dreeees, none of whick sppeared to
gnit her fancy or ber purse. She made var-
ious inquirles, ns she handled tho dlRerent
arilcles, conoerning the tastes of the lsdles
at the French court—of thelr habits and dis.
positlons, particularly thoze of Catherina da
Medicis, in whom she sesmed to take & par-
tlonlar interest; g0 that a stranger oould
hordly say whether £he wes movre intemt on
m:king a encice or prolonglng a geasip.

Piimpton, a8 he entered the roem, seslng
the queen enguged, remsiacd s{andisg with-
in the threshold, his baok restlng against the
wall ; and thongh Elizabeth sow him there,
geemud to think kis presence re bar to her
opnvarsation,

« Haning#on, what thinkest thoa of that
gregn velvet ?” sxid Mliasbeth, polaiing to
the articie on the table, and then folding tior
ample shawl ologer round her shouldsrs,
though tho wealker was warm suough to have
tho windows open. :

The countess took it up to examize.

1 We think,” purcued Ellzabefb, « it sults
o4 oBr complexion ; benides, it 1s by far too
contly for A puree s emptiy as ours.”

My graclous madam,” repllied tue sowc-
tass, ¢ your majesty must not forget thyselfln
thy thrift to save bha pockels of thy ent-
joots.”

4 At, countesy, this soveroigely of the ataie
bripgs many cares with it. 11 God hath made
us a great eteward, be will aleo demsand of us
& great accoant of eur stewsrdshlp. Woli,
but the blao, thore ; what thinkeit théu of the.
blar, nnd tho agate buttona?”

«Your majosty bath already ons of ihat
pattera, and worn but once.”

« s, and by aur faith, we had aimost fnr-
gotten 1t ; wo wore H at our last andlenos of
the Freach ambassador—eb, is i not so 1"

# Tho game, madem.”

« Ard hast heard any tidings yot of the but.
tona lost oxn that cconslon ?” ghe demanded.
¢ Have thoy beon feund?s

The vountess repliod In the negalive,

1t Then let my walllng women gea to It.
Those buttons cost us more than we could
convenlonrtly diapense, were It not for the
Eoner of our orown ; and wo tell thes, coux-
tece, If they bo not forthcoming, our woraen's
woges this yesr will require but small wallets
to bold them.” ‘

v Ais graoe cf Oanterbury will so make up
the leas, pleass your majesty, that thy faith.
{al servants may well be fosgiven this one
posr mishup,’

1t Ab, how's that. Harstngton 7

« Doubsless your majnsty kneweth thav the
worthy prelate hath ordered many rich and
"gostly ornaments for your mejesty's uee, from

Boulanger, the jowsller, and Rljere, the great
silk mercer of Parle.”” e

[ tored when they should have struck.

«Ha! gayest ‘thou so? And by our royal
word, we-need them muoh; -As for the good
archbishop, he hath been ever thoughtful ot
ue, knowing, a8 well he might, how poorly
our treasury hath been gupplled. Well, thet,
ohanges the cage, my good Mistregs Dalavoro,
80 thow’d better taks thy wares to the other
ladies about the court; we shall none of
them at present. Moreover, we promised
an andlence to that disconsoiate Rentleman
at the door,"—looking towards Plimpton,—
“and would faln despatch him without fur-
ther delay. Bo take thy wares with thee,
good womap, and Dame Fortone send theo
better custorers.” -

As the Countess of Harrlngton and the
Frerch woman left-the rgom, and Sir Thomas
Plimpton approached, tho quesn drew her-
gelt wp a lttle, and rubbed her hands
noross her forehead, as if to drive away all
miror thoughts, In order to make rocom for
those which she knew wero soon to ocoupy
her mind, Pilmpton beat hig knee re-
;ere;tly, but did not presame to toueh her

and,

«Well, 8ir Thomas Plimpton, how go on
affalrs in Sootland ?” began Elizibeth, look=-
Ing round at the different doors of the apart-
ment, and egain drawing the shawl closer
about her shoulders, ’

1t Plengs your mejssty, ag well as might be
expected. There be many noble hearts in
Scotlsnd, devoted to the welfare of your
majesty’s pergon and throne.”

-t Hast seen wy Lord Murrey ? and how
farea his lordship ?¥

t ¢ Well, my graclous madsm; and hath
chorged me with assurances of his hearty
attachment to your grace's interests and those
of the church.”

« And Argyle and Houthes ; what say they
of the royal mearriage?” '

« That, the Bishop of Danblane having
reached Edinburgh unknown to them, and
published the banne, it was impossible to
prevent the marrlege without zerlons injory
to your grace's cause,” .

tPagh!? ejaculated Eilzabeth ; ¢ they fal-
Some
men there are too chicken-hearted to kili flies
in 8 butcker'sstall. Well

# Wyery thing 1s belng arrazged for a more
fitiing occasior, nnd the ulmost care taken
that ncthiag In Bcotlaca shall loag Interfera
between your majssty and your msjesty’s
pleasure.”

480 thou hast nothing to communlcate in
any wice diffsring from our Inet despatches 7*

« Nothlng, please your majesty.”

Elizsbeth now turped hsr &cen eyes upon
hor visitor, and looked &% him infentiy fora
moment, 88 It deliborating whether sho wounld
edmit kim further 1aio her confidenco.

¢ Hast wot henrd,” she zald, rather abruptly
“of en ictercepted correapondence bLetween
Firaneo snd Edinbuigh 77

“Not I, your grace.
guch 77

¥ 4y, donbtlees thers hath. Thinkest thon
the interests ¢f Rome require not stich be-
{weon tng csrdinal and Mary Steart 7’

# Well ssured am I maders, the Cardinal of
Lorraine hath not been 1dle eince the retura
of ihnis pupil to Helyrood ; but I thought yeur
majasty slivded to an nctually intsrcepted
caorreapondence.,”

% o bave merely Ingaired, observed Elfza-
betb, « knowing sueh a correspondence to be
mainisined, nnd foolishly thinking wo bad
iEtO’l’m in our gervice clever enough to intercept
mPllmptcm folt at a losa how to reply to tils

nt.

« Dost mot ses,” pureued the queen, ¢ thy
value of uch o packef, in the prereat state of
Heotland, when the army of the Congregstion
requires all the help it esn gather from avery
source 7"

Plimpton ventured to glance at Etlzabsth
for a second, and saw a pecullar exprossion on
rer lip, and a side look in her eye, that spoke
to him plalnar than sho would dore venture
in wordd. Ho caught her mesning in an in.
stsut,

.1t is probable, medam, that the vigilance
of your majssty's friends may have inter-
cepted somo suck papers eince I had confer-
enco last with the Bcettish nobles ; and now
that your grace hath pilcked my duall
memory,” he sald, Jaylog his fore finger to his
ferehead, ¢ Iot me think—truly yes—I do xe-
membsay 8ome fuch vague report, o my
setting ont from Edinturgn,”

“Ha! we thought tbeu hadsi forgoiten,”
observed Eliesbeth, smiling contem piuoualy
af the slave hefore her. ¢ But prsy, Sir
Thomny, didet ever ses this queen’s cipher
and handwriting 7"

Plimpion replied in the nogative,

« Bers they are, tker,” she promptly an.
gwsred, openieg a drawer in the table, and
handlng kim two psapors; “and thou wouldst
do well to study both, slr., Who knoweth
bow soon thou mightst find good use for thy
knowledgze of such matkers 37

Agaln Pllmpton looked vp, and saw the
rame exprossion on her lip and the same
glsaco in her eye.

# Pat them op, sir ; put them up,” she sald;
« 1t §s (urely not in the royal premerncs thou
WOE (8 commenos 80 tedlons a stady.”

Hath there beon

8- aewas bowed, and commidted the
Gu < o i3 pocke$.
CBer v Eoolch ques»,” resumad Klim.-
sl ¢ - ecséaped our crulsors, reached
Hei:v 'y relaged our cholce of o huzband,

murvii s Darnley, and declined a conference
wity un ab York respecting the succesalon; and
yet cho ? 'Tho gucen bhealiated and
lcoked up ; her aves mot those of the tell, 1.
favored knight, fixed upon her with lctcose
earnesiucaad. Both avaried their looka at the
ssme inslant, and K¥mbeth moved uneasily
in her chalr, so 1f ohe falt embarrassed under
his gazo. She soon rallied, however, and,
fearisg b9 had gone toe far,;*resumad in an-
slterad tone :—

¢ We wlsh theo to understand, Sir Tkemas
Plmmpio=” shs said, with 1ncreased dignity
of mnoanier, ag ¥ she would reprass 18 him
svery thoogh$ of famlliar asssolations with
her—¢wo weuld have thes know, thereare Lut
three men whom we havo bson pleased to trnat
with the corduct of our affairs touching ths
kingdom of Scotland, namely, Bir Nichoias
Throckmordor, Mesfer Thomas Rendolph,
apd Sir Thomns Plimpeon, the laat mention.
od ol whom wlll, for sake of gseme very
welzuty reagons, bo oarefal asd prudent, and
do his office with due regard to the honor of
hiaz saverelgu., Of the other two we nesd
not fucther speak, They have given suffi.
olent gunranty of thelr fatthfalness. To theae
wo havp giantsd fall powers &0 aet out onr
wishes In referemce to the inferssis of tho
ohurck in Sootland, and the eucosssion te
tho Beitish Orown. Aund now,” she ndded,
folding hexr arms under hor ehawl,
and puiting on & look of stern
resolve, * we swear by our royal selves, that if
tkay, or elther ef them, by aoccident or desligp,
we care net whiob, Intermix us im theirseeoret
affalrs, do the Injury of eur reputation, which
Lne boou.ever hitherto da good keeping, the
gullty ohill dle witheut trlal and with-
out resplte. For thyself, Madter Plimp.
ton, we have knighted thee, net g6 muoh
in oonsidecation of thy Ohristian merits
a4 becaues ef thy usefulness in our service,
aud that the tiile for whieb, alkeit thou
wert our cousiant petitlener, might give thee
credit with strangers, Bo mask we well, elr,

we expect that all affalrs of s certaln char-
acter, intrusted to thy keeping, be condncl:lgd
without regard to our knowledgoe of them."

Plimpton bowsd again, <

“ And take thee care,” ghe oontinned, f that
our favor do not make thee over hold to run
thy head Into a noose, trusting to our royal
hand to release thas; for, by our princely
word of bonor, we shall curselves be the first
to strangle thee for thy presumption.”

Such forowarning, however, was, in this in.
slanoe, qulte unmecessary. Plmpton hag
studled well the charaoterand disposition of
the woman with whom he had to deal. When
he took service mader Randolph and Throok.-
moztor, he was eoon made aware of the dan-
gera to which his seoret dutles wovld expose
him. He saw olearly that hig life depended
on his cantlon ; for the moment any blon.
der of his tended to compromise the queen
his head would fali ere he oould utter a word,
In defence. Tiongh he wag now three vesrs
or more In her employment, Elizabath hag
never once directly Intrusted him with
the management ol an ntrigue at the Beotoh
court Gr elsewhere, Bhe never gavo him any
direct handle by whkich he csuld saccesginlly
incalpats her, In the event of an unforeseen
exposurs. And 80 it was In her dally inter-
course with her varlous other smployees.
Whether In ker plots to compass the ruln
of Mary Biuart, or in aiding the Hugne.
nots, or In her diplomatio relations wlith
forelgn powers, she took especia! oare that
Bo agent of hors hed whereby to charge
her with cilminalor dishenorable interfer-
ence, Bhe could smile her aagent and frown
her rofussl, but there was no word or avert
act to endanger her honor, As for Plimyp-
tor, he.was a man every way fit for her par-
poscs; cautious, peraeverlng, insinuating, and
devold of all moral principle. Fall of avarice
and ambitdon, he was prepared to sacrifice
evary thing for wealth and titles. But wkag
aflorded her the strongest fesllng of secarity
was, thet Plimpion had nofamily connection
and wag therefore the fittest to trust in the’
::s:;:}ﬁnsmm}gx; :’0: if ho fell, there was mo

csetne frionds
ey to take any Interest in

“ Well,” gald Elizabeth, after & pauze .
ing whioh she gazed vaoantly onp the ;:i;:'
and kept tapplug it with the handle of her
fan— woll," shie said, Icoking up suddenly,
and toraing a litle more towards her visitor.
*now that we have sald so much of thesé
perploxing sffaire, and, wo trust, belog snf-
ficlently explicit, pray what is tho objzct ef
thls audlezrce 7 Thou must make thy story
short, sl ; for our phyaician wiil otkerwise Ir.
terrupt us in his concern for our health,
whick, we grieve to say, is nons of the best.”

#1 humbly crave your majesty’s pardop.”
began Plimptoa, ¢ for having oe-" ’

* Well well, slr, proceed,” Interropted the
queen, tmpatlent of hkis presesce now that
ber own businets had been settled ; ¢ what
wouldst thon ?”

#I should sver regret to caude one mo-
ment’s pain —

v Enough, glr, erough; we sre much be-
holden 1o thee, Bat to the prrpoge.”

# Yeour majesty hath doubtless forgotten,
amld the weighty cares of stato that daily
occupled your mejesty’s graclous thoughts,
fhe small matte 1 lhad the honor of IayIng be-
fore your majesly in Aprillast.”

¢ Ab, yes; something concerning en old
men ovd hls deoghter, If we remember
rightly”

© The ssme, your grace.”

®Ab, well,”

. r;; I am egaln a petitloner at your majesty’s
eot.’

« Proceed, elr ; what of the old man and his
daughter 7

# 1 hnvo {ended ths oath of supremaocy #o
the one, snd 1y haed to the other.”

¢ Be, hs ! (hy hand, man 1" lsughed Eliza-
beth, who never conld boar the sight of an un.
gelaly figure, “thy hand! By our faith, Mac-
ter Flinapton, she was little likely to fail In
love With thy honds; and, fer the rest of
thee, methinks there’a but little te;belie the
rolntionsbip, Hands and feet, hsad and
heels, have a atrung family resemblsnee,
Hs, ba! Aund the maiden refused to have
theo 77

¢ Both, madam, have refused, and most cor-
temptuously.”

“VWith sll iby recommendations of purse
and persom, Litles and ancestors, Gade me!
And“!rlow nnmlt: yeltha silly wench 7”

u Weatworth, plense your msjesty ; All
Weontworth,” ' -y PR e

v Wentworth! We have heard tho name
before —Wentworth.”

i Daughtor of Sir Geofftey Wontworth, of
Brockton, iz Worcesberahire."

“An cid mar, of great learning ard eccex-
tric bublia—~Is 1% not 8o 77

“The same, pleass ygur msjesty, and an
inveterate enemy oi the church withal.”

# A stanch recussnt, ch 7 ready te remouuce
hla alleglenee ¢o us at the bidding of the
Popa.”

« e had the boldmess to lawgh moat irre-
vorantly when I tendsred him the oath wnder
ysur grace's sanction, particularly at that
part touching your msjssty's spiritual aupre-
macy.”!

« Pogh,man! we were prepared for all
that, But what thinks he of the Pops’s tem.
poral pewer? That's what conoerns u3 most;”
and ber brows contractied ag she put the quot-
tion, “ Whatthinks he of that? Are woto
Lo Wastardizad and deposed at his pontifical
ned ?7?

t] erave your grage's pardop,” responded
Piimpton, stlll standing bent, and bowing be-
fore hor. I have not dared o hazard such
o question, fearing the angwer might provoke
me {0 extremities.”

« Ay, thy loyalty wounld have been put to
too severe o trlal,’ quleily sbserved Kllza.
bety, smiling incredulously at the sycophant,
n Snt thou wou!dst marry the daughter, eh ?”

Plimpton assented.

«The girl, or her lands ?"

« Both, your msjesty.”

¢ And mayhap convert her ("

¢t With God's help and your grace's.”

« But of the knight what wouldat thon

i« Ag your majesty pleaseth to direot.”

¢ thou art weil informad of the penalty for
refasing to swear on the secend tender 7"

«1 amw, your majesty.”

« Well, wouldst expatriate or hanrg him-
whioch 7

4 1t might be annecseeary to do elther ; hls
g?ug;fxtor, encs converted, might convest

m,

t0, thom art concerned for thelr so
enfety, art thou? Well, Master, or rather Bir
Thomas, Plimntor, we rejoios & soc thes
oo ghostly given, But as to the ifurther
enforcoment of tho oath, we ksve our
own oplniong, and therefore musi take more
timo to coaslder thy petltlon, As respscis
the malden, we shall inquire how she carrieth
hergelf in this matier.”

Plimpton eaw that the Brockton estate,
whioh ho hsd so long get his heart upon, was
slipping through his fingers by a single
thoughtleos suswer. Inatead of replying ashe
did to her mejesty’s question regarding BSir
Geoffrey Wentworth's dostrinal opinlong, had
he promptly assurcd ker of hig bigoted falth in
the Pope’s deposirg powsr, he weuld have, In
ell prebability, obiained the objeot of kis
wighes ; but, llke feme others of her confl}
dentinl servants, “he was Ignorant of Ler
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