t0 hts bone, is ulone adequate to rts condttrou ' And was rt for

thrs ‘tht Dw:mty and Humanity: met in the person of the Son of il 4

God:? - Was it for this he bowed ‘his hesd upon the- cross, and
_.dred to shew that God was Love’ Wns :t t'or this that he mstxtn-
ted a church, prayed for its untty endowed it wrth his Sp und‘

gave to it the feld of ihe world for the scena of i its. tnumphs i

Our hearts jeel that ‘it was not. All the unreclutmed neglected
‘perishing portions of the world protest thet it was not. ‘Shame,
equal shame, on the J ews: who crucified the Son of God _and on
Christians, who, in the person ‘of his members, have for abes been
;cruetfyrnw him afresh, and are still putting him to an open. shame
Blessed Saviour, we need that thou shouldst add to the prayer
for the unity of thy disciples, the prayer for thy murderers—* Fa-
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”’ p. 298.

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY.—No. 7
A CHAPTER WHEREIN NICHOLAS AT LENGTH ENCOUN-
TERS HIS UNCLE, TO WHOM HE EXPRESSES HIS SENTI-
MENTS WITH MUCH CANDOUR. KIS RESOLUTION.

Itso chanced that Ralph Ntckleby. at length seemg fit, for hrs
OWwn'purposes,’ ‘to. commuuicate the atrocities of “which Nreholas
‘had ‘been. gnllty, ‘had * (instead of Girst proceedmg to’ another quar—
2er of:thg’town “on busmess, as Newman- Noggs, supposed ‘he
would) / gone strataht to his ‘sister-in-law." Hence' when Mtss La
Creevy, admitted by a gitl who has cleantng the house, made’ ‘her
WY~ t0 the sttttng-room, she found "Mrs. Ntckleby ‘and Kate'in
2éars, and Rnlph just concludmu his statement of his nephew’s
misdemeanours. © Kate beckoned her not to retlre, and Mrss La
Creevy took a seat in silence. '

-« Thig is pretty,”” said Ralph, folding up ! Miss Squeer’ s note .
‘“verypretty. I recommended htm-——agatnst all my previous con-
viction, for I knew he would never do any good—to a man with
whom, behaving himself properly, he might have remained in
comfort for vears.. What is the result?
might hold up his hand at the Old Bailey.”

“ ['never will believe it, " said Kate, indignantly ; *“ never.
It is some base: consptracy, wlnch carries its own fals'ehood wrth

‘ ”

' “ My dear,” satd Ralph " you wrong the worthy mun
‘ entlons. The man is assaulted your brother 1s not to

: Mama, hows can you srt and hear such statements ”’

'the possessron ‘ofa very clear understandtng, -and who had been
reduced by the late changes in her affairs to a-most comphcated
state of perplexity, made no other reply to this earnest remon-
strance than exclaiming from behind a mass of pocket handker-
cbrel' that she never could have believed it—thereby most in-
geniously leaving her hearersto suppose that she did believe it.

‘It would be my duty, if he came in my way, to deliver him
A1p to justice,”” said Ralph, ¢ my bounden daty ; I should have no
other coarse, as a man of the world and a man of business, to pur-
sue, And yet ** said Ralph, speal\mtr ina very marked manner,
and looking furtively, but fixedly, at Kuate, ¢“and yet I would not,
I would spare the  feelings of his—of his sister. And his mother
of course,” added Ralph, asthough by an al‘tertbouuht, and with

~ far less emphasis.

~Kate very well understood that thrs wag held out gs an addt— 4

'ttonul rnducement 16 her, to preserye. the strictest silence revard-
' RLT the events ol' the preceding night. She looked inv oluntarlly
towurds Ralph as he ceased to'speak, but he had turned his eyes||
- another way, and seemed for the moment quite unconsctous of
‘her presence
.. ¢ Everything,”’ satd Ralph al'ter & long silence, broken only by
Mrs. Nickleby’s. sobs, ¢¢ everything combines to prove the truth
of thig letter, if indeed there were any possibility of disputing it.
Do.innocent men steal away from the sight of honest folks, and
skulk in hiding-places like outlaws? Do inanocent men inveigle
nameless vagabonds, and prowl with them about the country as
idle robbers do ?  Assault, riot, theft, what do you call these ?*°

*“ A lie I* cried afurious voice, as the door was dashed open,
and Nicholas burst into the centre of the room.

In the first moment of surprise, and possibly of alarm, Ralph|

rose from his seat, and fell back a few paces, quite taken off his
guard by this unexpected apparition. In another moment, he
stood fixed and immoveable with foided arms, regarding his ne-
phew with a scowl of deadly hatred, while Kate and Miss La
Creevy threw themselves between the two to prevent the per-
sonal violence which the fierce excitement of Nicholas appeared
to threaten,

“ Dear Nicholas,” cried his sister, clinging to him.
calm, consider—?’ ‘

** Consider, Kate !’ cried Nicholas, clasping her hand so tight
iu the tamult of his anger, thatshe could scarcely bear the pain.
*« When | consider all, and think at what has passed, I need be
‘made of iron to stand before him.”

“Orbronze,” said Ralph, quietly ; *there is not.. ‘hardihood
gnoughin flesh and blood to face it out.”

[ Be

Conduct, for which hel|

These'

. K Who speal\s ina tone, as tf I had done n ron an‘d, bronght
dlswrace o“ them 1% said. Ntcho s, loolunfr muud

oS Your mot rer, Srr,” replted Ralph, mottontnv towards her

"by yon——yon, -who under pretence of deservmv the thank allB
poured upon you, heaped every. msult, wrong ,.and . mdwmly,
upon my head You, who sent me to a den where sordtd
cruelty, werthy of yourself runs wanton, ‘and youthl‘ul misery ||}
stalks precoeious ; where the lruhtness of childhood shrinks into
the heaviness of age, and its eyery promise blwhts and wrthers as
it grows. Icall Heaven to witness,” said Nicholas, Jooking
eaaerly round, s thntl have seen all thrs, and that that man
knows it.’ ' ‘

« Refute these calummes,” said Kute, ‘*and be more puttent
so that you may give themn no advantage Tell us what you really
did, and show. that they are untrue. - _

«or whatdo they-or ‘of what does he uccuse me ! 2
}\ltcholas ' : ' '
" “ First,’ of nttacktnu your mnster, and being wrthm an ace of
gnaltl'ymc yourselfto be tried for marder,’’ tnterposed Ralph “ I
speak: plaroly, young man, blusteras you will.”? . R
“Irnterfered " “said Nrcholas. “(o save a mtserable wretched
creature t'rom the vilest and’ most degradmtr cruelty In so dornv
I tnﬁtcted such- pumshment upon a wretch'as he wrll not read\ly
forvet, tbouwh far less than he deserved from me If the same

scene were renewed before me now, I would take the samo part ;

marks as ke should carry to his grave, go to it when he would.”
¢ You Rear 2"’ said Ralph turntnu to Mrs. Nickleby. L Pem-
tence, this 1"

think, I reully don’t.”
Do not speak _]nst now, arna, Ientreat you,’ md Kate
*¢ Dear Nicholas, I only tell ‘you, that you may know. what wrclt-
edness can promj:t, but they accuse you ol'—a ring is m1~smg'
and they dare to say that——” . T

“The woman, ;’Nlcholas, h'turrhttly, j‘tho mfe of.-t e

CHlit at onr'e by coach andthey have 1t now n ? ’: R
-PoorMrs: Ntckleby, who had at no time been remnrltable for||’

<

“I lmew, 1 knew,” 'sald K'tte, looktnv towards her nncle
“ About this’ boy, love, in whose company they say: you Jeft 2"

““That boy, a silly, helpless creature, from brutultty and hard
usage, is with me now,’ I'EJOIDEd Nicholds. '

“You hear " s0id Ralph, appealing to the mother agnin,
‘“everything proved, even upon his own confession, - Do you
choose to restare that boy, Sir **”

¢ No, I do not,”’ replied Nicholas.

““You do not?" sneered Ralph.

¢¢ No,” repeated Nicholas, ‘not to the man with whom I found
him. T would that I knew on whom he has the claim of birth: I
might wring something {romn lns sense ol' shame, if he were dead
to every tie of nature.”” - : .

““tIndeed !’ said Ralph.’
two froin me 2 ‘ :
““You can spealr when and wlnt you please,” rephed Nrcholas,
embracmg his srster R “I tulre httlc heed ot' whnt you say or
threaten,’” - ' e e
: “Mrvhty well; Srr,” retorted Ralph epy perlnps it may
eoncern others, who' may thlnlc it worth therr ‘while to hsten, and
consrder what I tell them I wrl] address your mother, Srr, who
knows the world.” S

“Aht end Ionly toe denrly wrsh I dldn’t," sobbed Mrs
Nickleby. ‘ ' :

There really was no necessrty for'the good lady to be much
distressed upon this particular head, the extent of her worldly
knowiedge being, to say at least, very questionable ; and so Ralph
seemed to think, for he emiled as she spoke. He then glanced
steadily at her and Nicholas by turns, as he delivered himse!f in
these words :— :

««Of what I have done or what I meantto do, for you, ma’am,
and my niece, I say not one syllablc I held out no promise, and
leave you to judge for yourself. I hold out no threat now, but I
say that this boy, headstrong; wilful, and dtsorderly as he is,
should not have one penny of my money, or one crust of my
bread, or one grasp of my hand, to sive him from the loftisst
gallows in all Earope. T will not meet him, come where he
comes, or hear his name.:
him.. ‘With a fall knowledge of what he brought uponiyou by so
doing, he has come back in his selfish sloth, to be an aggravation
of your wants and a burden upon his sister’s scanty wages. I
regret to leave you, and more to leave her,” now, ‘butl will not
encourage this compound of  meanness and erueltv, and, as I wrll
not ask you to renounce him, I see you no more.’ R

. I Ralph had not known and felt -his power-in woundmo those
he hated, his glances at Nicholas would have shown it him in all

¢ Now, Sir, will you hear Y word or

said :

but I would strike harder and heavier, and brand him with such||

* Oh dear me !* crted Mrs. Nrekleby, i Idon’t lmow whet toj|

fellow from whom these charrres come dropped—as I snppose— ,

Alwhich: he had’ preserved throunhout the rntervret\wnnd m

T will not help him), or those who help1

“Whose ears have been por:oncd by )on,". said Nrcholas,

even if he has done nll you sny he hns—rts not pos_ _b‘ ;. 1
cculdn't do it ; so we must go to rnck and rum, Kate, my denr
1 cnn benr tt, I dnre sny ‘ Pourmn l'orth these, :md a p rl‘ectlyf‘.

mortal powerbut Mrs Ntckleby 0 eo
thnt ludy wrup, g h" rhends, und her

sooner we .go. the better.’,’ With. tlus ertrnordmnry Jjum
charitable institutions, Mrs. Ntcltleby again gave way to her tenrs

“* Stay,”” said Nicholas, as Ralph turned to’ ‘g0, "You need.
not leave this place, Sir, for it will" be relieved of my presence .
in one mmnte, nnd it wrll be long, very - long, hefore I darken
these doors again.”’ ' :
“ Ntcholas,” eried Kute, throwmg hersell' on her brother 8.
shnulder, and clasplnn him in her arms, do not suy so. My
dear’ brother, you will' break my heart, Muma, speak to. lnm.
Bo notmmd her, Nicholas ; she does not mean: it, you should:
hnow her better. Uncle, somebody, for God’ g sake spenlr to him:* :
‘ never meant, I\.ate,’.’ satd Nrcholas,\ tenderly, 1“I never‘l

f'ort and hnppmess ol' home, und the trruls we huve to bear nows;"
of our having no protector under nll the' Sllﬂ'hlﬂ nnd wrongs that
povetty a0 much fuvours, and you cannot leave us to bear them
alone, wrthoutone hand, to help us.’ _

“ You will be helped when [ am uwny,” replred Nxcholas,
hurriedly. I am no help to you, no protector ; I should bring
you nothing but sorrow, and want, and suffering. My own
mother sees it, and the fondness and fears for you point to the
course-that I should take. And so sl good angels bless:you,
Kate, till I can carry 3 vou to some home ol mine, where we may
tevive the happmess denied to us now, and t'xlkol‘these trrals a8 ol‘
things, gone by. Do’ pot l{eep me Jhere, but let me go at once__”
There Dear gtrl——denr grrl »’ g
- The. grnep wluch had-rdetamed htm, relnxed andfr. Knte l‘urnted.',_
Nreholus ' tooped over her fot o few: Second
placmg her gently in ‘ht‘r,' cnnl‘ded her to; thetr ho
"« need not'entrédt ‘your symputhy,” he id,
hand, < for’ llmow )oiir nature:. You- will nevel l‘urvet themi?2. -
He stepped up't8 “Ralph, who remamedm the’ sum_.. it

in -his'arms.”

a finger. " : D “ L
L Whutever step you tnke, Srr,” he satd, m a von‘e muudrble,,e
beyond themselves, «.] will- lreepn strrct account of. T lenve ,;
them to you, at your desire. Thero wrll bo' a day of reclconrng
gooner or later, and it wrll be n heavy one for. you’ 1l' they are
wronged.” coent
Ralph did not. allow mfnsele of his fuce to mdtcate that he_‘
heard one word of*this; parting: ‘address. He hardly” knew.. that’
it was concluded, and-Mrs. Ntclrleby had scarcely made up her -
mind to detain her son by force if necessnry, when Nrcholus was
zone. .

As he humed throubh the streets to lns obscure lodvtng, seek-”ﬂ

mu to keep - pace, a8 1t were w:th the rapidity- of the - thnughtsf
snbtasaiid: hesttattone arose'm y

ncted for the best. "‘.

Butbel'ore he* hnd ‘gone five hundred yards, some- other

fergnt feeling would come upon him, and then he nould lag:




