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e his'bone, is alone adequara t t'ils condition I And 'was it for
this that Diviniity and HIumnanity xuèî in the person of the Son of

Gol IVas it for this he bowed his helad upon the cross, and
died to show that Godé was Love? Was it for this that he istitu-.
ted a church, prayed for its unity, endowed i wih his'Spirit, and
gave to it the field of ihe world for the scene of its triumphs t,
Our heartsfeel that it was not. Al ithe unreclaimed, neglected,
perishiog portions of the wrorld, protest that it was net. Shamne,
equal shame, on the Jews who crucified the Son of God, and on
Christians, who, in the person of his members, have for ages been
erucifying him afresh, and are stili putting him te an open shane.
Blessed Saviour, we need that thou shouldst add te the prayer
for the unity of thy disciples, the prayer for thy murderars-' Fa-
ther, forgive them, for they know net what they do.' ' p. 298.

NI C HO.A S Nl1 C K L E BY .- No. 7.
A CHAPTER. WHEREIN NICHOLAS AT LENGTH ENCOUN-

TERS HIS UNCLE, TO WHOM IE EXPRESSES RIS SENTI-
MENTS WITH MUCH CÂANDOUR. 11s RESOLUTION.

Itso chanced that Ralph Nickleby;a t length seeing fit, foi'his
own purposes, to commuuicate the atrocities of which Nichola
-had bea gvilty, 'had (insted of.first procéeding toonether quar-ý

ter of thepiown 'on business, as Newman Noggs upposed ha
would)(gone straight t0 b9sisier-in-law. Ilenie wlien Miss La
Ceev, admitted by a girl .who has cleanuing the housé, ;dad'her
wRy' toe sitting-roo.m., she found 'rs. Niekleby and Rate in
.ears, ond Ralph just conchzding i statsment of bis nephew's
misdemeaoiours. Kte beckonéd hernotto re.tire, and Miss La
Creevy took a 'seat in silence.

" This is pretty," said Ralph, folding up Miss Squeer's note
<'very pretty. I[recommended him-agàinst ail iny previous con-.
viction, for I knew he would never db any good-to a man with
whom, behaving himself properly, he miglît have remained in
comfort for years. What is the result ? Conduct, for which ha
might hold up his hand ai the Old Bailey."

I never wii believe it,"said Kate, indignantly ; " never.
It is seme base conspiracy, which carries its own falehood with

' Mydear," said Ralph, you wrongthe worthy man, Thea
are nfiàventio'ns. The man is assaulted, ygur brothernis net to
e foiud i;his boy; 1 f bdin they speak goes ith im-rem

r.Y ne0hinb7 reer

it ripossibl" saidKate. ".Nicholas 1-aid a thief too
Marna, hv ai you sit and hear such statements ?"

Poor'Mrs Nickieby, who bad at n tinie been renkable fer
the oessession of a very clear undersîanding, and who hbad been
reduced by the late changes in her affaira to a mest complicated
state of perplexity, made no other reply te this earnest remon-
strance than exclaiming fret» behind a mass of pocket handker-
chief, that she never couild have believed it-thereby most in-
geniously leaving lier hearers te suppose that she di] believe it.

"It would be my duty, ifthe came in my way, te deliver him
,up to justice," said Ralph, "my bounden duty ; I should have no
other course, as a man of the world and a man of business, to pur-
sue. And yet," said Ralpl, speaking in a very inarced mianner,
and looking furtively, but fixedly, at Kate, "and yet I would net,
I would spare the feelings of is-of lis sister. And ius mother
of course," added Ralph, as thcugh by an afterthou'ght, and with'
far less empliasis.

Kate very w7ell understood that this was halt out ns an addi-
tional inducement te her, to preserve the strictest silence regard-
ing the avents of the preceding night. She looked involuntarily1
towards Ralplh as ha ceased to specak, but ha bad turned his eyes
another way, and seened for the moment quite unconsciouà.of
lher presence.

" Eyerything," said Ralph, after a long silence, broken only by
Mlrs. Nickleby's.sobs, " everything combines te prove te truth
of this latter, if indeed there were any possibility of disputing it.
Do innocent men steal away from the siglht of honest folis, and
skulk in hiding-places like outlaws? Do innocent men inveigie
naineless vagabonds, and prowl with them about the country as
idle robbers do ? Assault, riot, theft, what do you cal] these ?"

" A lie !" cried a furious voice, as the door was dash]ed open,
and Nicholas burst into the centre of the reon.

In the first moment of surprise, and possibly of alarm, Ralph
rose from his seat, and fell back a few paces, quite taken off his
guard by this unexpected apparition. In another moment, ha
stood fixed and immoveable with foided arms, regarding his ne-
phaew with a scowl ef deadly' hat, while Rote ant] Miss La
Crae>' thraw.themselves betwrean the twoa to prevent the pan-
sanal violonce which the fiance excitement et Nichelas appeared]
to Lhreaten.

"Dean Nicholas," cried] bis sisten, clinrging te him. "B3e
calm, considr-"

" Censider, Rate !" cried] Nichielas, clasping ber liant] ao tigbt
lin the tumuit of bis ungen, that she could] scurcely' beor the pain.
" When I consider ail, and] thik ut what bus pasmsed, I need be
matie of iron te stand beforo hlm."

" On bronz," muid Ralph, quietly'; " tiers is not. hardihoaod
pangh in flash and] bIot] te face ie ut."

"Ô O dear, dear !" cried Mrs. Nickleby,," that tinïgs should.
haye core ach to a pass as this !"

"Who speaks i a tone, as if I had done wrong, and brougit
disgace on them ?" said Nicholas, loking 'rounud.

" Your mother, Sir," replied Raplî rptioingtowardsheç,
* Whose ears have bean poisoned by you," said Nichelas.;

"by you 2 -you, who under pretence of deaserving the thaniks shd
pouredupon you, heaped every insult, wrong, and indignity,
upon muy ad. Yon, u rwho sent me to a den where sordid
cruelty, worthy of yourself, runs wanton, and youthful misery
stalks praceieus ; where the lightness of childhood shrinks into
the heaviness of age, and its very promise bligbts, and withers as
it grows. I cal! Heaven to witness," said] Nichoelas, looking
eagenrly round,I "that I have seen ali this, and that that man
knows it."

" Refute these calumnies," said Rate, "and be more patient,
so that you may give them no advantage. Tell us what you really
did, and show Ïhat they are ulntru

"0fwhatdo they-.or of what doe lie accuse mIe ? said
Nicholas.

44 First, of attackigy mster, and being within an ace of

9ualifying yourself tofbe tried for marder,' interposed Ralph "I
speak plainly, young man, blustaseryouwiil."

" I interfered," said Nichlas' "go save a miserable wretched
creatre from i vilet and ùost degrading cruelty. In so dogin
I inflicted such punisimment upon a wretch'as lie will not readily
forget, though far less than ha deserved from me. If the same
scene vere renewed before me now, I would take the samo part;
but I would strike harder and heavier, and brand him with such
marks as he should carry to his grave, go to it when he would."

' You hear?" said Ralph, turning to Mrs. Nickleby. ' Peni-
tence, this !"

Oh dearne 1" cried mrs. Nickleby, " I don',t know what to
think, I really don't."

" DO not Spak just now, mama, I entreat yO," said Rate.
Dear Nicholas, I onlytell you, that you may' know what wick-

edness can prompt, but they accuse you f-a ring is missing,
. r andanbtey dare to say that "

'lThe woman,"' said Nicholas, haughtily, " tho wife' ef the
fellow fromwhom these charges ceme, dropped-as I sppose-
a àrthless inoe ameoe mome clothes of iMine, early inthernirnng
on-whià I jeft tale bouse. At leat, Iknovthin't bshe.w îmrthéa
be'd-àroowhere they'lay, strugglin ih ahunIappyJciild ,e and
tat I found it wben Iopened ny bundlthe road'tt. I returnetd

k ou tbjh tdn' <

it at Once b> coch,'and theW.haveii now.'
"I knew, knew, " .said Kate, léoking towards hr uncle.

" About this boy, love, in whose company they say you'left ?"
'That boy, a silly, helpless croature, from brutality.and bard

usage, is with me now," rejoinad Nicholas.
"You hear ?" said Ralph, appealing to the mother again,

"everything proved, even upon his own confessiozn. Do yO
choose to restore that boy, Sir ?"

"No, I do not," replied Nicholas.
"You do not?" sneered Ralph.
' No," repeated Nicholas, <'net to the man with whom I found

bim. I would that I knew on who lie has the claim of birth : I
might wring something frein his sense of shame, if he were dead
to every tie ofiature."

Indeed !" said Ralph. eNow, Sir, will you hear a word or
twofroin me ?"

"You'car speak when.and what yoù çlease,," repliedà Nicholas,
embracinig his ister. 1 taket littie 'heed ' what you ay or
direaten."' '. ' ' ,r ..

SMighty malt Sir rtorted Ralph ; but peihàps it mey
concerù ethnrs, who may think it worth their'while to listerInand
conideï what I tell them. I vill address your mothi, Sir, who
knows the world."

<'Ah! ond Ionly too dearlw wisi I' didn't,' sobbed Mrs.
Nickleby.

There really was no necessity for tho good lady to be much
distressed upon this particular head, the extent of lier worldly
knowiedge being, to say at least, very questionable ; and so Ralph
seemed to think, for he smiled as s minspoke. Ie dien glanced
steadily at lier and Nicholas by turne, as he delivered himseif in
these words

"Ofwlhat I have done, or what I meant to do, for yOu, ma'am,
and my niece, I say not one syloble. I hold ont no promise, and
leave you to judge for yourself. I hold out no threat now, but I
say that this boy, headstrong, vilful, and disorderly as lie is,
shouild not huve ana Penn>' et my muonsey, or orne croit of my
breoad, or one grosp cf my hiant], ta saes hlm fnrm the loftiest
gallows in all Europe. I wili not meat hlm, ceme wlhere ho
comas, or har bis narne. .I wiill not help hinm, or those who help
him. With a fuli knowledge cf what ha breughit upon yen by se
doing, ho lias corne bock in bis melfishiI slth, ho ha on aggravation
of your wants and a burden upon bis sister's scanty wagas. I
regret te lave yen, andi mors ta leave ber, nom, but I will not
encourage this compound of meannems ant] cruelty, and], as I will
not ask yeu te renounce hlm, I see yen na more."

If;Ralph had not known and] fait bis powrer in wonrnding thioso
he hated], bis glancas ni Nicholas wouid hava shown it hlm in aI1
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iàhow welhosen, di taun'ts bst, alated totrike deep
io a lyoun ?àa, n i ; f'0srit.

"I' ca'b. iit ~ criad Mr Nickleby, "I know yoD bave
been vsry good tou s, and meant to do a gooddeal for my deer
daughter. 'I amquite sure cf that ; I know youdid, ad
very kind of you, haviqg herat, yourhouseànd all--and of course
't would bave been a great thing for ber, and for me too.. Bat T
can't, you know, brother-inlaw, I can't renounce my ownson,
aven if hohas dona:all you ay, lie has-it's not possible, I
couldn't do it ; so we must go to rack and ruin, Kate, my dear.
I con bear it, I dore sa." Pouring forth tiese, and a pe tly
vondejful train of ôther disjointed yexpressionsr regret, *hich no

mortal power but Mrs Nickleby'a could e ave strung together,
that lady wrung her.handu,<and her tears fel) laster.

!Wby do a hysa' 'if NiehôIaslas do 9e>vhatthey Bay'ho bau
maia rt askedklte, ith hinest ahgesiY6u lwow ha hs fot.

i1 do't i4aWo ha l olàkng$oh&aylt te yedyar

said Mrs.Ni -; NcioIa las so yiolontandyour une l

sa muchhones t com sure tha can o ly heur what ho saya>
anàd nothaes. Never <mmd dt Jet un talk any
mord about.it. àWe can go to e.Worlkhose or dia 1.afugp for
ie De tituteY or the n Hospital, I dare say ;nd he

soone we go the better.' With this èxtraordinary jumble of
charitable institutions, Mrs. Nickleby again gave way to hertoars.

"Stay," said Nicholas, as Ralph turned togo. 'You. need
not leae this place, Sir, for it will be relieved er my presence
in one minute, and it will be long, very long; before I darken
these dàors ogain.

Nicholas," cried Kate, throwing herself on ber brother's
shoulder, and clasping him in ber arms, " do not ay so. Mly
dear brother, you vili break rmy heart. Mama, speak to , him.
»o not mind ber, Nicholas ; she does not mean it, you should
knowv ber beter. Uncle, somebody, for God's sake speak to him.'
* It never, meant, Kate,'. said.Niciolae,; tenderly, " I never

.neapt to sty among yS ç; 'thinc beter' of me than'to suppose it
possib.I ma rn mbaccniustowna.few bours soenor

than I intendad,, but what othat:?W ,shall inot g ao
other aprt, andbter'das will corne whIwe slIiartnômore.ic
Bd<a.womah' Kåte," ^wisere, rod -". in a

me' onle while he' ïéoks on? proi',• ;add-na
"'7No,»no, IVill not," 'said Kate,"eagely '"bu you wil not

leave us.' Oh! mhin bf all tha lappy days we havehadta geter
before itieses terrible mnisfortunes came upon us; ofaillthe com-;

fort and happiness of home, and the trials we e bear tn

of our having no protectorr all the slïits and wrongs hat

poverty Bo much favours, and you cannot leave us toà bear them
alone, withoutone hand.to help us."

You will be helped when I am away," replied Nicliolas,
burriediy. " I am no help to you, no protector ; I sbould bring

you nothing but sorrow, and pant, and suflering. My own

mother see it, and the fondness nd foars for you point to athe

coursethat I should take. And so ail good angels bless you,

Kate, till I can carry you ta some home of mine, where we mnay
revive thelappiness deni6d to us iow, and talkaf these trialâ as'of

thingsgone by. Do pet keep me iera, but Jet me go at onc.
There. Dear gir1-mdear;girl.,

Tha grnsp whih haddetaiédii, relaxed, ancd Katefaiated'
in his'arms Nicilhai' oô edover ber foi afeWscordstand'

picing lier gentl> i'?W iir,"'ennd lerto hei

I need not'enttty ourypathy. h id, nnh

bande for Ilknow ybur naret Yon wil never forgêtu îi

IHe ste'piad iu4 t Ralph, who remained in tllîf sùmetirattitude

which he bad preserved throughoùt the interview;-nnd o4ned nt

a finger.
"Whateermste yeu talel, Sir," i said, n aviro innudibl

beyond tiemselves, 1 will keep a strict accoun't' of. IJnve

them te you, at your desire. Theno vill bo a day of réclconing

sooner or Inter, and it will be a heavy ne for you if they are

wronged."
Rllph did not allow a muscle of his face to indicate that he

heard one word ofthis parting address. le hardly kriew tha t

it was concluded, and Mrs.Nickleby had scarcely made upher

mind to detain ber sonby force if necessary, when Nicholas wa

gfone.
Aa he burried-trngh hia stree.ts t his obscure ludgmg;aeek

ing to keep pace, os it wee with the rapidity' cf the 'thougbts
whicb.crowded upôn him, y n ädoit tndhhesikations aroselin

hii mind and.almost tmtedhim rn But *batkvould they

gain b>' this ? Suppouing r'''ne 14  lph..r Nickcleby ut de..
fincé,;Catd were aven frtunate ano'f Uotain somesmnallIem-

ploymrent, bis being!ith the could8Idr den rprst
condition .sie, àn råh greatly ir , hre prset
for bis motWer badspokeè of sma daw v towards' Kàte
wyili s had net dakW t'"N&rhought 'Niéhdla,' Phâve

acted] for the best"<'4
Dét before beúhd gae five hnndked yards, some othern a I$

ferQnt feeling would corne upon hlm, and then he would Iag aghin


